University of Nebraska - Lincoln 

Digital Commons^ University of Nebraska - Lincoln 


Nebraska Bird Review 


Nebraska Ornithologists' Union 


3-1999 

Nebraska Bird Review (March 1999) 67(l), 
WHOLE ISSUE 


Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/nebbirdrev 

£0 Part of the Ornithology Commons, Poultry or Avian Science Commons, and the Zoology 
Commons 


"Nebraska Bird Review (March 1999) 67(1), WHOLE ISSUE" (1999). Nebraska Bird Review. 1036. 
http: //digitalcommons.unl.edu/nebbirdrev/1036 


This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union at DigitalCommons(o)University of Nebraska - Lincoln. It 
has been accepted for inclusion in Nebraska Bird Review by an authorized administrator of DigitalCommons(o)University of Nebraska - Lincoln. 








Nebraska Bird Review (March 1999) 67(1), WHOLE ISSUE. Copyright 1999 Nebraska 
Ornithologists’ Union. Used by permission. 


Nebraska Bird Review 

A Magazine of Ornithology of the Nebraska 
Region 


Volume 67 March 1999 Number 1 



Published by the 

Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union, Inc. 

Founds 



2 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


Vol. 67 No. l 


WINTER FIELD REPORT, DEC 1998-FEB 1999 
Compiled by 

W. Ross Silcock, P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653 
Joel G. Jorgensen, 1218 Jackson St, Blair, NE 68008 


INTRODUCTION 

First we want to correct a rather obvious error in the Summer Field 
Report. We reported 3 pairs of Cordilleran Flycatchers at Neale Woods at the 
eastern edge of the state, which would be a remarkable range expansion. These 
birds were actually in Monroe Canyon, Sioux Co, where they were supposed to be. 
Another error involved 5 Brewer’s Sparrows we said were in Sioux Co; these 
were actually Brewer's Blackbirds. 

Several contributors now report to us by email. We urge observers to forward 
their email addresses; if we have questions on their reports, communication would 
be easy! Reports and comments can be submitted to Ross Silcock by email at 
silcock@sidney.heartland.net. We should note here that this Seasonal Report 
contains a few unverified observations as well as documented observations; we 
have generally indicated that reports are unverified if the report is of some 
significance. We submit documentation we receive to the Records Committee; 
observers are urged to provide details on unusual birds along with their reports. 

Read on and enjoy. (If you don't enjoy, please forward your constructive 
criticism!) 


THE BIRDS 

This winter was a pretty quiet birdwise, notably among the "winter" 
finches, which were essentially absent. Because the winter was very mild 
throughout, there was significant lingering of "half-hardy" species, those which 
test their genetic fitness by staying around and trying to get an early spring jump 
on their reproductive competition; the test usually ends when a severe storm or 
cold snap chases them out or causes their demise. This phenomenon was most 
noticeable among waterbirds such as loons and grebes, which continue to set new 
January to February records, and also among sparrows and blackbirds. Certain 
sparrow species may be found in midwinter in mild conditions, but few apparently 
survive until late February, usually the beginning of spring in Nebraska. Blackbirds 
are a little more hardy, with overwintering, usually of single males at feeders, not 
unusual in southeastern Nebraska. 

There were, however, a few significant rarities. Foremost was the state's 
first confirmed Hepatic Tanager at West Point, and close behind a very late Black- 
crowned Night-Heron at L Ogallala, White-winged Dove still present at Kearney, 
2nd latest ever Orange-crowned Warbler at HCR, an immature Golden-crowned 
Sparrow at HCR, and an immature male Indigo Bunting remaining into January in 
Dixon Co. A variety of rare gulls continues to be reported, although these are 
becoming less and less in the rarity category. 
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Intriguing but not accompanied by documentation were reports of a Lewis's 
Woodpecker at Verdigre, a Mountain Chickadee at Harrison, and a Scarlet Tanager 
in northeastern Nebraska. 


ABBREVIATIONS 

= documentation provided; ad(s): adult(s); ADF: Arbor Day Farm; BOL: Branched 
Oak L; BSC: Boy Scout Camp; Cem: cemetery; CLNWR: Crescent L NWR; Co(s): 
County (ies); FF: Fontenelle Forest; FL: Funk Lagoon; HCR: Harlan Co Res; ICSP: 
Indian Cave SP; imm(s): immature(s); juv(s): juvenile(s); L: Lake; LM: L 
McConaughy; m. ob.: many observers; NC: Nature Center; NE: Nebraska; NM: 
National Monument; NNF: Nebraska National Forest; NOURC: Nebraska 
Ornithologists' Union Records Committee; NPNWR: North Platte NWR; NWR: 
National Wildlife Refuge; PL: Pawnee L; Res: Reservoir; RWB: Rainwater Basin; 
SL: Sewage Lagoon(s); SP: State Park; sp: species; SR A: State Recreation Area; 
WHNC: Wildcat Hills NC; WMA: (State) Wildlife Management Area; WPA: 
(Federal) Waterfowl Production Area. 


GAZETTEER 

Arbor Day Farm: Nebraska City; Branched Oak L: SRA, Lancaster Co; 
Calamus Res: SRA, Garfield-Loup Cos; Carter Canyon: Scotts Bluff Co; 
Chadron SP: Dawes Co; Clear Creek Marshes: WMA, Keith-Garden Cos; 
Crescent L NWR: Garden Co; Crystal Cove L: South Sioux City; Cunningham 
L: Omaha, Douglas Co; DeSoto NWR: Washington Co; Facus Springs: WMA, 
Morrill Co; Fontenelle Forest: Bellevue, Sarpy Co; Funk Lagoon: WPA, Phelps 
Co; Gavin's Point Dam: forms Lewis and Clark L, Knox-Cedar Cos; Grove L: 
WMA, Antelope Co; Harlan Co Res: SRA, Harlan Co; Harvard Lagoon: 
(formerly Inland Lagoon) WPA, Clay Co; Holmes L: Lincoln, Lancaster Co; Jack 
Sinn Marsh: WMA, Lancaster-Saunders Cos; Johnson Res: SRA, Dawson- 
Gosper Cos; Keystone L: adjoins L Ogallala, Keith Co; Kingsley Dam: forms L 
McConaughy; Krimlofski Tract: extreme southeasern Washington Co; L Alice: 
part of NPNWR, Scotts Bluff Co; L Babcock: Platte Co; L McConaughy: Keith 
Co; L North: Platte Co; L Minatare: SRA, Scotts Bluff Co; L Ogallala: below 
Kingsley Dam, Keith Co; Monroe Canyon: Sioux Co; Neale Woods: Douglas Co; 
North Platte NWR: Scotts Bluff Co; Offutt (Air Force) Base L: Sarpy Co; 
Olive Creek L: SRA, Lancaster Co; Oliver Res: SRA, Kimball Co; Pawnee L: 
SRA, Lancaster Co; Rainwater Basin: region of natural wetlands in south central 
NE; (Lillian Annette) Rowe Sanctuary: Kearney Co; Sacramento-Wilcox: 
WMA, Phelps Co; Sandhills: native grassland region in northcentral NE; 
Sowbelly Canyon: Sioux Co; Stagecoach L: SRA, Lancaster Co; Standing 
Bear L: Omaha; Summit Res: SRA, Burt Co; Sutherland Res: SRA, WMA, 
Lincoln Co; Wehrspann L: Omaha, Sarpy Co; Wildcat Hills NC: Wildcat Hills 
SRA, Scotts Bluff Co; Willow Creek L: SRA, Pierce Co; Winter’s Creek L: 
part of NPNWR, Scotts Bluff Co; Wolf L: Dodge-Saunders Cos; Wood Duck: WMA, 
Stanton Co; Yankee Hill L: SRA, Lancaster Co; Zorinsky L: Omaha, Douglas Co. 
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OBSERVERS 

Laurel Badura (LB), Kearney; Norma Brockmoller (NB), Winside; Stephen J. 
Dinsmore (SJD), Fort Collins, CO; David C. Ely (DCE), Fort Collins, CO; Larry 
Einemann (LE), Lincoln; Carol Falk (CF), Nebraska City; Laurence Falk (LF), 
Nebraska City; Joseph Gubanyi (JG), Seward; Robin Harding (RH), Gibbon; Thomas 
Hoffman (TH), Omaha; Glen Hoge (GH), Alma; Wanda Hoge (WH),Alma; Helen K. 
Hughson (HKH), Mitchell; Bill F. Huser (BFH), South Sioux City; Jan Johnson (J J), 
Wakefield; Joel G. Jorgensen (JGJ), Blair; Alice Kenitz (AK), Gering; Jim Kovanda 
(JK), Omaha; Sandy Kovanda (SK), Omaha; David A. Leatherman (DAL), Fort 
Collins, CO; Wayne Mollhoff (WM), Lincoln; Mark Orsag (MO), Crete; Babs 
Padelford (BP), Bellevue; Loren Padelford(LP), Bellevue; Don Paseka (DP), Ames; 
Janis Paseka (JP), Ames; Lanny Randolph (LR), Gibbon; Kathleen Crawford-Rose 
(KCR), Bellevue; Lona Shafer (LS), Verdigre; W. Ross Silcock (WRS), Tabor, IA; 
John Sullivan (JS), Lincoln; David L. Swanson (DLS), Vermillion, SD; Zee Uridil 
(ZU), Chadron; Gertrude Wood (GW), Elmwood. 


SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Pacific Loon: Numerous birds of several species lingered later than usual in 
early winter, including a few vagrants. One such, a first-winter Pacific Loon at LM 
spotted on 9 January (SJD*), was surprisingly late, and is the 2nd January report 
for the species. The first report was recorded also at LM between 2 and 15 
January, 1998. 

Common Loon: Singles were noted at Sutherland Res and LM on 5 December 
(SJD). At HCR, 2 were present on 8 December (JGJ), and 3 were found on the CBC 
there on 18 December (JGJ). 

Pied-billed Grebe : Late birds included a single reported at HCR on 18 December 
(JGJ); 5 in Douglas Co on 20 December (JGJ); 1 at Kiwanis Park, Omaha, on 26 
December (BP, LP); and a single at LM on 2 January (SJD, DCE). The 5 seen at 
Grove L on 7 February (MB) were probably too early to be considered migrants and 
thus may have overwintered. 

Horned Grebe : The single at LM spotted on 5 December (SJD) would normally 
qualify for the latest reported, but singles were also found at HCR on 19 December 
(JGJ), Cunningham L on 20 December (JGJ); and 2 were seen at LM between 31 
December and 1 January (SJD). 

Red-necked Grebe: An adult was at LM on 1 January (SJD*). This report is the 
second for January to February. 

Eared Grebe: -late birds included 4 at Sutherland Res on 5 December (SJD) and 2 
at L Ogallala/Keiystone L between 12 and 14 December (DCE, SJD). Apparently, the 
same birds stayed long enough to set a record late date of 2 January (SJD*). 
Western Gr^be: Late birds in the east included a single reported at Wehrspann L 
on 1 December; 3 at PL on 6 December (JS); and a single at Holmes L, Lincoln, on 
19 December (LE). At Sutherland Res, 18 were found on 17 December (SJD), and a 
single lingered from 31 December to 9 January (SJD). At LM (all SJD), 365 were 
present on 1 January; 53 on 10 January; 18 on 23 January; 3 on 6 February, and 
1 on 19 February. Dinsmore speculates that this pattern is typical at LM: birds 
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disappear as winter progresses, and actual overwintering is very rare. The 
numbers do speak for themselves; and if this species was going to winter 
successfully at LM in any numbers at all, this winter would have been an excellent 
one in which to do so, due to the mild conditions. The obvious question is, 
therefore, what happens to the birds that "disappear”? Death may be the simplest 
answer, but could it be possible that these birds migrate in mid-winter? 

fire be: The 3 sighted at LM on 1 January (SJD) dropped to 1 on 9 and 10 
January (SJD). A single was reported at L Minatare on 17 December (SJD). 
fl mprinan White Pelican: The number of lingering birds in December was 
surprising low. Only 3 remained at Sutherland Res between 31 December and 9 
January (SJD). Other "late" birds included singles seen at Calamus Res on 27 
December (NB) and at HCR on 31 December (SJD). The 48 spotted at HCR on 17 
February were very early spring migrants (GH, WH); 200 were reported there on 
28 February (GH, WH, LR, RH). 

pmihle-cre sted Cormorant: The 60 noted at HCR on 8 December (JGJ) 
dropped to 34 by 18 December (JGJ). A single was found on the BOL-Seward CBC 
on 18 December (JG). The only midwinter report was a single at Sutherland Res 
on 9 January (SJD), where the "hot pool" soothed its non-migratory joints. 

Great Blue Heron: Several birds were found at expected locales, primarily 
the Platte R area and points to the south. The only report from the north was of a 
single found on the Beaver Valley CBC on 19 December (WM). 

Rlack-crowned Night-Heron : A first-year bird seen on the LM CBC on 2 
January (SJD*, DCE) was a surprise. The previous late date was 17 November (!). 
Greater White-fronted Goose: Large numbers lingered into the middle of 
December, and numerous small flocks were noted at many locales. As many as 
5000+ were still present in the east RWB on 17 December (JGJ). Mid-winter 
reports included 5 at Johnson Res on 17 January (LR, RH) and a loner at L Chappell, 
Deuel Co, on 23 January, (SJD), the latter rather far west. 

Snow Goose : Large numbers were found in the east in December. The numbers 
increased substantially beginning in very early February, with up to 100,000 
present in Buffalo Co on 14 February (LR, RH). 

Ross*s Goose: The high count was an excellent 33 at HCR CBC on 18 December 
(SJD). 

Canada Goose: Routine reports. 

Tundra Swan : Two were spotted with a neck-banded Trumpeter Swan at Curtis 
Acres Sandpit, western Douglas Co, from 5 to 7 February (NR); apparently, the 
group had been present for about 2 weeks (fide NR). 

Trumpet er Swan : Varying numbers were found from January to February at L 
Ogallala, where wintering is regular, peaking at 21 on 23 January (SJD). Neck- 
banded birds found in the east included the single (mentioned above) with 2 Tundra 
Swans at Curtis Acres Sandpit, western Douglas Co, between 5 and 7 February 
(NR) and another at Thomas L on 13 February (JS, NR). 

Wood Duck: A few lingering birds were found in the east and south in December. 
Notable was a single at the Calamus CBC spotted on 27 December (NB). The first 
arrival Was a pair reported at Cunningham L on 28 February (JGJ). 
fiadwall: December high counts included 165 at L Ogallala on 5 December (SJD) 
and 61 at Wehrspann L on 20 December (JGJ). Up to 30 also overwintered at L 
Ogallala/LM (SJD), and the 13 seen at HCR on 23 January (GH, WH) may have 
overwintered as well. 
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American Wiaeon: Good December counts included 31 spotted at Offutt Base L 
on 23 December (BP, LP) and 133 reported at the Scottsbluff SL on 19 December 
(SJD). Up to 30 overwintered at L Ogallala/LM (SJD). 

American Black Duck : This species was well reported this winter, and 
observers provided good identification details. In the west, a drake was spotted at 
HCR on 30 December (SJD). A single was seen at BOL on 6 February (JS), and a 
pair was found there on 13 February (JS). Finally, a single was reported at 
Niobrara Marsh on 28 February (MB). In addition, a well-described bird presumed 
to be a Mallard-Black Duck hybrid was seen at BOL on 14 February (JS). 

M al la rd.; Routine reports. 

Blue-wincied Teal: Early was a male reported at HCR on 28 February (GH, WH). 
There are no documented winter records for this species in the period between 19 
November and 28 February, although there are some 50 reports over the years! 
Observers with information to the contrary are urged to send it to us! 

Northern Shoveler : The 56 seen at HCR CBC on 18 December was a good 
December count. The pair reported at HCR on 6 February (GH, WH) were the first 
arrivals. 

Northern Pintai l: An early spring migrant, 200 arrived at FL on 5 February 
(LB). 

Green-winaed Teal : The high counts of 750 at Keystone L on 12 December 
(DCE), 731 at HCR CBC on 18 December (fide JGJ), and 250 at L North/L Babcock 
on 13 December (WRS, JS) were no doubt made possible by the mild December. Up 
to 60 were noted at HCR on 25 January (GH, WH), and 130 were found in 
southwestern Sioux Co on 3 January (SJD). 

Canvasback: A few singles were found at various locations in December, but the 
29 that overwintered at L Ogallala/LM (SJD) were significant. The first arrivals 
were 14 found at BOL on 5 February (JS). 

Redhead : Several lingering birds were reported in December. January reports 
included 2 at the Scottsbluff SI on 3 January (SJD) and 92 at LM on 10 January 
(SJD). Spring migrants began to appear in early Feb, with 10 spotted at BOL on 4 
February (JS). The high counts were 600 at L Ogallala on 20 February (SJD) and 
400 at HCR on 21 February (GH, WH). 

Rina-necked Duck : The 16 seen at Wehrspann L on 20 December (JGJ) 
comprised the last flock in the east; but 46 and 66 made up the respective counts 
on 10 and 24 January at LM (SJD). The first spring migrants in the east were 
probably the 8 reported at BOL on 4 February (JS). 

Greater Scaup : Up to 12 were seen at LM on 9 January (SJD). However, SJD 
noted that few overwintered at LM this year. Other reports away from LM 
included: a single at Gavin's Point Dam on 16 December (DLS); a single at the 
Scottsbluff SL on 17 December (SJD); 4 at Wehrspann L on 20 December (JGJ), and 
3 at Niobrara on 27 February (MB). 

Lesser Scaup : The late fall high counts included 188 at L Ogallala on 5 December 
(SJD) and 103 at Wehrspann L on 20 December (JGJ). At least 72 overwintered at 
L Ogallala/LM this winter (SJD). 

White-winded Scoter : The female immature spotted at L Ogallala/Keystone L on 
5 December (SJD) is a rather late winter report. 

Black Scoter: As was the case this fall, an unusually high number of this 
normally rare species was reported. The 4 reported at K Op^ala/Keystone L 
between 5 and 12 Dec (SJD, DCE, DAL) fell to 2 by 19 Dec ,SJD) and then to 
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1 on 1 January (SJD). A single was found below Gavin's Point Dam from 1 to 16 
December (DLS). The female immature spotted at Bluestem L on 25 February (MO) 
was probably a spring migrant. 

nirjcmiaw: Up to 9, an excellent count, were noted at L Ogallala/Keystone L from 
5 December to 2 January (SJD, DCE, DAL). Other Dec reports included singles seen 
at Red Cloud SL on 17 December (JGJ; Alma SL on 18 December (SJD); Sutherland 
Res on 31 December (SJD), and L Ogallala on 20 February (SJD). 
p ^ff|flhead : As many as 27 overwintered at L Ogallala/LM, about normal for 
recent years; counts there have risen to as high as 100 (Richard Rosche). 
rnmmon Goldeneye: An excellent high count was 3,800 at Sutherland Res on 17 
December (SJD). 

fjnmmon Goldeneye X Hooded Merganser: Perhaps a species account of its 
own is appropriate since 2 different birds of this hybrid combination were 
reported. The first was a male spotted at L Ogallala on both 23 January and 6 
February (SJD). The other bird reported was also a male, at Cunningham L on 28 
February (JGJ); the observer believes that this was the same bird photographed at 
this location in March 1997. 

Rarrnw's Goldeneye : A total of three birds was reported: An adult male at 
Gering SL on 17 December (SJD), a female at L Ogallala on 1 January (SJD), and an 
immature male at LM on 9 January (SJD) 

Hooded Merganser: The only January birds were the 4 that overwintered at L 
Ogallala/LM (SJD). The high count was 35 at Niobrara Marsh on 28 February (MB). 
Red-hreasted Merganser. Many were reported this winter. A flock of 21 was 
seen at Sutherland Res on 5 December (SJD), but only 1 remained there by 9 
January (SJD). Only 1 to 3 were spotted at LM/L Ogallala between 1 and 10 
January, although 24 were found there on 6 February (SJD), and 22 were seen 
there on 20 February (SJD). SJD believes that several overwinter at this location 
along with the large numbers of Common Mergansers. 

Common Merganser: The high count was 35,000 at HCR between 30 and 31 
December (SJD); this species has an affinity for this location. 

Ruddv Duck: The 55 seen at Wehrspann L on 20 December (JGJ) were rather late 
for a large number of this species. However, at least 9 were reported at LM/L 
Ogallala between 9 and 10 January (SJD), and 6 were found there on 24 January 
(SJD). 

Bald Eaale: High counts were 191 on 31 December at HCR (SJD); 72 at LM on 20 
February (SJD), 63 at HCR CBC on 18 December (JGJ); and 52 at Sutherland Res 
on 9 January (SJD). 

Nerthern_Harrier: The high count was 17 at HCR CBC on 18 December (JGJ). 
Sharp-shinned Hawk : The 8 tallied at HCR CBC on 18 December (JGJ) is a good 
concentration. 

Cooper s Hawk: Routine reports. 

Norther n Goshawk: A single bird was seen at close range in southwestern 
Greeley Co on 29 January (JP, DP). 

Red-sho uldered Hawk: A single was spotted in FF on 16 January (LP, BP). The 
single reported in Otoe Co on 5 January (LF, CF) denotes a rare find away from FF. 
Red-tail ed Hawk: Routine reports. 

Ferruginous Hawk: No details were provided for a report of a bird seen in Cass 
Co on 5 January; such an easterly record would be significant. No others were 
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reported farther east than the singles found at the Calamus CBC on 27 December 
(NB) and near Orleans on 20 January (GH.WH). 

Rouah-leooed Hawk: The high counts were unimpressive this year with 13 found 
at Niobrara Marsh on (MB) and 10 on the Calamus CBC (NB) on 27 February. 

Golden Eagle: Routine reports. 

American, Kestrel: Routine reports. 

Merlin: The majority of reports came from the west, where as many as 4 were 
found in the Panhandle on 24 January (SJD). 

Prairie Falcon: Farthest east were a single spotted in Clay Co on 8 December 
(JGJ), another found one mile south of Creighton on 16 January (MB), and 2 
reported in Clay Co on 21 February (JGJ, WRS). 

Gray Partridge: None reported. 

Rinq-ncckcd .Pheasant; Routine reports. 

Greater Prairie-Chicken : The high count was 47 on the Calamus CBC on 27 
December (NB). 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: The high count was 9 on the Calamus CBC on 27 December 
(NB). 

Wild Turkey: The high count was 112 on the Calamus CBC on 27 December (NB). 
Northern Bobwhite: A single reported at the Calamus CBC on 27 December (NB) 
was from an area where the species density is probably rather low. 

Virginia Rail: Up to 4 were found at Clear Creek Marshes on 5 December (SJD), 
and 2 were seen there on 3 January (SJD). At a seep near L Ogattala, 1 to 4 were 
present between 9 January and 20 February (SJD, BP, LP). Finally, an amazing 16 
were noted at Facus Springs on 10 January (SJD). Clearly, this species winters 
regularly at seeps in the North Platte Valleyl 

American Coot : An excellent January count was 586 at L Ogallala on 23 
January (SJD). 

Sandhill Crane : This species had returned to the central Platte Valley area by 
18 January (fide LB). A single spotted at BOL on 7 February (JS) was a little off¬ 
track. 

Killdeer: Several were found lingering somewhat later than usual, such as 
the 8 at Sutherland Res on 5 December (SJD), 4 at HCR between 8 and 18 December 
(JGJ), and the 2 at BOL CBC on 18 December (LE). The 6 found at the traditional 
wintering site below Keystone Dam on 10 January (SJD) were supplemented by 
migrants on 20 February when 16 were counted (SJD). 

American Avocet : Amazingly late and possibly injured was the single reported 
at LM on 5 December (SJD). 

Greater Yellowleas : A pair was found at LM on 5 December (SJD). About 30 
November reports arrived, but this one is only the fourth report during the 
December through February period. 

Least Sandpiper : Very late were the 2 seen at LM on 19 December (SJD). The 
previous late date was*23 November. 

Baird's Sandpioef : The late dates for this long distance migrant are 21 
November and 23 Qecember. Add to the mix now a single at Sutherland Res 
reported on 5 December (SJD) and another spotted at LM 19 December (SJD). 
Long-billed Dowitcher The record late sighting was a single at BOL between 12 
and 18 December (LE). 

Common Snipe: Numerous reports arrived. The January reports include a 
single on the Scottsbluff CBC on 2 January (AK); 5 near the Ft Calhoun wastewater 
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treatment plant on 2 January (NR); and a single spotted northwest of Fremont 
between 5 and 24 January (JP, DP). In addition, up to 8 overwintered below the 
Keystone Diversion Dam (SJD). 

P fl P frpartft's Gull: Lingering groups reported in December included 193 at 
Sutherland Res on 5 December (SJD) and 100 at HCR on 8 December (JGJ). The 
latter concentration dropped to 26 by 18 December (JGJ). None was reported in 
either January or February. 

Gull : The only report was of an adult at Johnson Res on 21 February (JGJ, 
WRS), the 8th spring record. 

p in g-hilled Gull: An excellent high count was 5103 on the HCR CBC on 18 
December (fide JGJ). 

fl fll jjfnmia Gull : The numbers reported at LM were as follows: 38 on 5 
December (SJD); 10 on 24 January (SJD), and 18 on 6 Feb (SJD). Elsewhere, a 
single was seen at Sutherland Res on 31 December and on 9 January (SJD), and 
another gull was spotted at Johnson Res on 21 February (JGJ, WRS). 

H erring Gull : Excellent high counts included 630 at Sutherland Res on 31 
December (SJD); 1100 at LM/L Ogallala on 6 February (SJD); and 900 at Johnson 
Res on 21 February (WRS, JGJ). 

Tht mr's Too many sightings arrived to list them all. The high counts 

included 5 at Sutherland Res on 31 December (SJD); 4 at L Ogallala on 24 January 
(SJD); 6 at L Ogallala between 23 and 24 January (SJD); 10 at L Ogallala on 6 
February (SJD); 3 at L Maloney on 20 February (WRS, JGJ), and 3 at Johnson Res 
on 21 February (JGJ, WRS). 

Iceland Gull : The only reports were of a first-winter bird at LM on 10 January 
(SJD*) and a second-winter gull at L Ogallala on 6 February (SJD*). 

Lesser Blac k-backed Gull: None reported. 

Glaucous Gull : Only one, a first-winter at Sutherland Res spotted on 17 
December (SJD), was reported prior to 31 December. Normally, the first birds 
are found by the end of November. Up to 5 were seen at Sutherland Res from 31 
December to 9 January (SJD); up to 4 were spotted at LM on 24 January (SJD), 
and 3 were reported at Johnson Res on 21 February (WRS, JGJ). 

Great Black-backed Gull : The only report was of a first-winter bird at 
Johnson Res on 21 February (JGJ, WRS). 

Black-leaaed Kittiwake: Up to 3 lingered below Gavin's Point Dam on 1 
December (DLS), and 2 remained until at least from 13 to 16 December (WRS, JS). 
Arctic Tern: A first-winter bird, with a minimal description, was reported 
(via e-mail) below Gavin's Point Dam on 6 December (DLS), a rather late date. This 
sighting would be a first state record and a major record for the region. Unless a 
better description is submitted, however, the report carries little weight. 

Rock Dove: Routine reports. 

Eurasian Collared-Dove: The colony at Kearney continued, with a maximum 
count of 8 (Roger Newcomb, fide LR, RH). A pair even attempted to nest in 
December, but the eggs apparently froze (LR, RH). 

White-winged Dove: The single that first appeared among the Eurasian 
Collared-Doves in Kearney last summer was still present at the end of the 
period (Roger Newcomb, fide LR, RH, LB). 

Mourning f?pYC‘ The farthest west were 4 spotted on the LM CBC on 2 January 
(fide SJD), while in the east, 3 to 7 wintered in Dodge Co (DP, JP). Wintering 
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away from the southeast and the Platte Valley is unusual. Probable early migrants 
were the 50 seen in Dodge Co on 4 February (DP, JP). 

Eastern Screech-Owl : the calling reported at Creighton on 2 February is 
considered early (MB) as most nesting occurs in March. Females join calling males 
in the breeding territories to begin the season; pairing is for a single season only. 
Great Horned Owl: Routine reports. 

Snowv Owl: None reported. 

Barred Owl: Reports arrived from the expected range in the Missouri Valley 
(LE, MO, BFH), as far west as BOL, where 3 were counted on 18 December (JS). 
Seward Co marks the western edge of the range, which corresponds with the 
extent of mature upland forest in NE. 

Lona-eared Owl : At least 10 were seen in cedars at Niobrara SP on 6 January 
(MB), the period’s best count. 

Short-eared Owl: One or two were widely reported, including a CBC first at 
Branched Oak-Seward (fide JG). This species is probably nomadic rather than 
truly migratory, at least in NE. 

Belted Kingfisher: Routine reports. 

Lewis's Woodpecker : One was reported at Verdigre from 26 November to 10 
December (LS). Most birds depart by late September, but the records include 9 
prior reports between November and February, most undocumented. 

Red-headed Woodpecker : Unusual northwest of Lincoln and Omaha by 
December, one was seen near Overton on 30 December (LR, RH), and another was 
reported at Verdigre on 13 December (JJ, WRS, JS). The latter was molting from 
juvenile to alternate plumage (WRS, JS). 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: The singles spotted on the LM CBC on 2 January (fide 
SJD) and at Ash Hollow SHP on 3 January (SJD) appeared at the western edge of 
their winter range. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: Three were reported, including one as far north 
and west as the Calamus-Loup CBC circle on 27 December (fide WM), a rather late 
date for that location. Another wintered at Bellevue (KCR), and the third 
was an immature seen at Wyuka Cem, Lincoln, on 19 December (LE). 

Northern Flicker : Fairly high proportions of "Red-shafted” flickers were 
reported on the HCR CBC, 5 of 9 identified to form (fide JGJ), and at the 
Loup City CBC, 3 of 8 to form (fide WM)--but only 1 of the 11 spotted on the 
Beaver Valley CBC on 19 December was identified to form (fide WM). 

Pileated Woodpecker : One was seen briefly at Mormon Hollow in FF on 16 
January (JK, SK), but it could not be relocated. Most recent reports come from FF 
in winter, but this species is only casual in occurrence in NE. 

Loggerhead Shrike : One lingered until 13 December at Wolf Creek (TH), rather 
far north for that date; and another reported on 18 December at HCR was 
somewhat,westerly for the date (WRS). Most wintering birds are found south and 
east of Grand Isfand and Omaha, but even there few overwinter. 

Northern Shrike: Excellent numbers were reported, including record CBC 
totals of 15 af Scottsbluff on 2 January (fide AK) and 12 at Calamus-Loup on 27 
December (fide NB). The most southeastern report was of one seen in Cass Co on 8 
January (GW). 

Blue Jav: The best count was 39 in Lancaster Co on 7 February (LE). 

Pinvon Jav: None reported. 
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Magpie : Birds reported at the eastern limit of the range included 2 
spotted west of Yankee Hill Res on 19 December (JS) and singles located at Willis 
on 23 January (BFH) and in northern Dodge Co on 17 January--the latter only the 
observers' 2nd sighting in Dodge Co (DP, JP). 

A mn jr a n Crow: Routine reports. 

Lark: The best count was a moderate 2000 in eastern Phelps Co on 10 
January (LR, RH). 

Pl^rk-capped Chickadee: Routine reports. 

Mnijntaip Chickadee: At least one was reported in Harrison, but no details were 
provided (fide HKH). 

Titmouse; Routine reports. 

p f d- brea ? tfid Nuthatch : Few were reported away from the breeding range; the 
bird at BOL on 16 January (LE) was this active observer's only sighting for the 
season. The best count was 7 at Johnson Res on 17 January (LR,RH). 
white-breas ted Nuthatch: Routine reports. 
pygmy Nuthatch: Routine reports. 

prgwn Creeper: The best count was 4 wintering at L Ogallala (SJD). 
rarnlina Wren : The single bird spotted on the BOL-Seward CBC on 18 December 
(fide JG) and the 2 reported at HCR on 18 December (LR, RH) appeared at the 
northwestern limit of this species’ range. 

Winter Wren : The Keith Co area seems to be preferred by Winter Wrens, despite 
its western location. There have been no fewer than 4 records between December 
and February, and this winter the 2 reported near Keystone Dam on 12 December 
(DCE, DAL) provided a 5th. An excellent count was 6 on the Omaha CBC on 19 
December (fide BP, LP), tying the previous high there; and one was seen at the 
BOL-Seward CBC on 18 December (fide JG), an unusual sighting away from the 
Missouri Valley for that time of the year. 

Marsh Wren : At known western wintering locations were the 4 spotted on the LM 
CBC on 2 January (fide SJD) and the 6 reported at Facus Springs on 10 January 
(SJD). Marsh Wrens are now known to winter at seeps throughout at least the 
western North Platte Valley. 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: This species was widely reported in the southeastern 
half of the state, including good CBC totals of 9 at LM on 2 January (fide SJD) 
and 13 at Calamus-Loup on 27 December (fide NB). Unusual were as many as 10 
wintering at L Ogallala (DAL, DCE, SJD) and 9 at Johnson Res on 14 February (LR, 
RH). Most midwinter reports come from southeast NE. 

Rubv-crowned Kinglet : This species is rare in NE by late Dec, when most 
reports arrive from the southeast. This year, however, stragglers were seen as 
far north and west as L Ogallala, where 3 were found on 5 December (SJD) and 
another on 12 December (DAL, DCE); at HCR, 4 were found on the CBC on 18 
December (fide JGJ); and at BOL, one was identified on 18 December (JS). 

Eastern Bluebird : Unusual away from the southeast in midwinter, one was 
spotted at Grove L, Antelope Co, on 7 February (MB), and 2 were wintering at 
Willis (BFH). 

Mountain Bluebird: A migrating pair was identified at Wind Springs Ranch on 20 
February (HKH), about on schedule for spring arrivals. 

Townsend's Solitaire: Numbers were not great this winter, the 22 counted on 
the LM CBC on 2 January were fewer than in recent years. None was noted east of 
HCR, where one was found on 8 December (JGJ). 
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American Robin: Some large concentrations were found on CBCs, led by 2633 
on the HCR count on 18 December (fide JGJ) and 1558 at Calamus-Loup on 27 
December (fide NB). The "countless thousands" at North Bend on 5 February (JP) 
was a high midwinter count, while a count of 1650 at Wolf L on 27 February (TH) 
probably involved returning migrants, although good numbers were reported in the 
vicinity all winter (TH). 

Brown Thrasher; Only one was reported, in Washington Co for the DeSoto NWR 
CBC on 2 January (NR). This species is only casual in winter. 

European Starling; Routine reports. 

Bohemian Waxwino : The only reports were of some birds sighted in Sowbelly 
Canyon in late Dec (JJ) and another of 16 spotted at Bushnell on 24 January (SJD). 
This winter and the last have been the first in a few years for this species to 
appear in NE. 

Cedar Waxwina : The best counts were 420 at Wolf L on 27 February (TH) and 
373 on the LM CBC on 2 January (fide SJD). 

Orange-crowned Warbler: Very late, in fact the 2nd latest on record, was 
one on the HCR CBC on 18 December (fide JGJ). The only later record was one in 
Lincoln on 21 December, 1996, although it has been described between 1979 and 
1980 as "wintering as far north as Omaha" (American Birds 34:287). 
Yellow-rumped Warbler: A good count was 17 on the HCR CBC on 18 December 
(fide JGJ). Unusual were the singles reported as far north as Wolf L on 27 
February (TH) and as far west as Clear Creek marshes, Keith Co., on 6 February 
(a "Myrtle,” SJD) and Johnson Res on 17 January (LR, RH). Four remained at 
Johnson Res on 14 February (LR, RH). The February reports from Johnson Res and 
Wolf L are only the 6th, 7th and 8th ever for this month. Even January reports as 
far west as central NE. are unusual. 

Hepatic Tanaaer: Considered by one reporter (JP) "a desperate conspiracy by 
three misguided individuals to add a bird to their Nebraska lists," and "a hoax, the 
photos and videotape clever forgeries,” the presence of a single male at the 
feeders of Dr. and Mrs. David Minarik in West Point on 6 January was indeed 
documented for a first state record (BP, LP, WRS). The bird had been present since 
about 18 December (fide David Minarik), but mysteriously disappeared overnight 
sometime between 6 and 7 January, disappointing observers who looked for it the 
next day. As one of the observers (WRS), I must add in our defense that the bird 
was happily (apparently) gorging itself at a feeder when we departed. The only 
other suggestion of this species’ occurrence in NE was a report of a "red bird” seen 
at Scottsbluff on 13 January, 1983, which appeared to have dark mandibles, 
suggestive of Hepatic Tanager; but the light conditions were apparently rather poor 
and a positive identification was not made (NBR 51:78). The photos and videotape of 
the West Point bird eliminate the possibility of the southwestern race of Summer 
Tanager ( cooperf ), which may have a dark bill and darkish wings. The only other 
record of Hepatic Tanager northeast of its normal range occurred in western 
Illinois on 23 November, 1981. 

Scarlet Tanaaer : What? Two tanagers? A single of this species-actually less 
likely to occur in winter than a Summer Tanager—was reported in northeastern NE 
on 26 December (fide NB); no details were provided, other than that it was in 
immature or female plumage. 
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cpn^ted Towhee: A rare winter visitor in the south, the 13 at HCR CBC on 18 
December (fide JGJ) was a good count. The single bird spotted as far north as the 
Calamus-Loup CBC as late as 27 December was a count first (fide NB), and another 
was in Washington Co on the DeSoto NWR CBC on 2 January (NR). 

Towhee: Generally rarer in winter than the Spotted Towhee and 
restricted to extreme southeast NE, reports were true to form. Only three were 
reported, as far north as Washington Co on the DeSoto NWR CBC on 2 January 
(NR), another west of Elmwood at a feeder between 4 January and 14 February 
(JS), and possibly the same bird reported from Cass Co on 22 February (GW). 
A frican Tree Sparrow : The best counts were an amazing 4290 in Kearney 
and Phelps Cos on 31 January (LR, RH) and 2000 in eastern Phelps Co on 10 
January (LR, RH). 

pjofrf Sparrow : One was reported on the BOL-Seward CBC on 18 December (JS, 
fide JG). There are numerous CBC reports, including counts as high as 23 birds, and 
even several January to February reports, but few of these reports are 
documented. That Field Sparrows may indeed occasionally occur in winter in NE, 
however, is documented by one identified in Antelope Co on 11 January, 1986 (NBR 
54:62). 

Savannah Sparrow : This species has been reported to winter in NE, but no 
documented midwinter records exist. Two were documented this winter, one south 
of LM spotted on 2 January (SJD, DCE), and another reported at a feeder in 
Nebraska City on 20 February (LF, CF). While none may have overwintered, the L 
Ogallala bird represents the 4th and first documented for January; and the 
Nebraska City bird was the first ever for February. 

Fnx Sparrow: Overwintering has been documented on 3 occasions in NE, and 
December reports from southeast NE are not unexpected. The 3 reports this winter 
were all from CBCs in the south and east: 6 were found at HCR on, 18 December 
(fide JGJ), one was identified at BOL-Seward on 18 December (fide JG), and 2 
were spotted at Omaha on 19 December (fide BP, LP). 

Song Sparrow : Definitely regular as a wintering bird in NE, the best count was 
47 on the HCR CBC on 18 December (fide JGJ). 

Lincoln's Sparrow: This is another sparrow for which overwintering has not 
been documented in NE, although there are about 20 CBC reports, a few early 
January reports, but none in February. This winter 3 reports arrived: 2 sparrows 
were found on the HCR CBC on 18 December (fide JGJ), one appeared in the 
observers’ yard near Gibbon on 20 December (LR, RH), and as many as 5 were 
found on the Omaha CBC on 19 December (fide BP, LP). The best CBC count 
recorded was 5, also at Omaha, in 1972. 

Swamp Sparrow : As with some of the preceding sparrow species, Swamp 
Sparrow may overwinter rarely in southeast NE, as several January to February 
reports from Douglas and Sarpy Cos suggest; however, December reports, mostly 
on CBCs, are not unusual. This year there were 2 December reports: 2 birds were 
at BOL on 18 December (JS) and one was found on the Omaha CBC on 19 December 
(fide BP, LP). 

White-t hroated Sparrow : This species is another that may overwinter rarely 
in southeast NE and is not unusual on CBCs. Some 25 birds were reported in 
December, the latest 2 rather far to the north and west on the Loup City CBC on 27 
December (fide NB). The best count was 17 in Lincoln on 19 December (LE). The 
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only report after December was of one bird at Swanson Park, Omaha, on 20 
February (NR), possibly a wintering bird, given the location. 

Harris's Sparrow : The best count was 183 on the HCR CBC on 18 December 
(JGJ) in a part of the state where wintering is regular and on a date when this 
species is still numerous. Numbers decline markedly north of the Platte Valley and 
in the west in midwinter; of interest, therefore, were the 7 listed on the Loup City 
CBC on 27 December (fide NB). The "last to leave" the locality included a single at 
South Sioux City on 1 January (BFH), a single at Sutherland Res on both 12 
December (DCE) and 9 January (SJD), and 4 at L Ogallala on 24 January (SJD). 
Good counts of wintering birds were 80 in Phelps Co on 7 February (LR, RH) and 46 
in northern Lancaster Co on 9 January (LE). 

White-crow n e d Sparrow: As with Harris' Sparrow, numbers are lowest in 
midwinter, especially in the north. Few were reported this winter. An immature 
spotted at Creighton on 12 and 13 January was the "earliest" for Knox Co (MB); 
indeed, this is the first midwinter record for the species in northeastern NE. The 
best count was 38 on the HCR CBC on 18 December (fide JGJ); all but one were 
pale-lored, the northwestern race gambefii, usually more common in NE than the 
dark-lored eastern race leucophrys , which is rare away from eastern NE. 
Interestingly, there are black-lored birds breeding in the Rocky Mountains, race 
oriantha , and it is conceivable that a dark-lored bird with gambelii in central NE 
may be oriantha rather than leucophrys. There are no documented records of 
oriantha for NE. 

Golden-crowned So arrow: An immature found on the HCR CBC on 18 December 
(JGJ) and seen again later that day (SJD) represents the 6th NE report and only the 
3rd documented sighting. A cold snap that night cleared out the Zonotrichia 
sparrows-mostiy Harris' and a few White-crowned-with which it mixed. There 
are 3 spring reports, none documented, but all likely correct, in the period between 
16 April and 14 May. There are 3 fall reports, 2 documented, between 25 and 26 
November, and this record along with an undocumented report on 7 October, 1966. 
Flocks of White-crowned Sparrows in western NE should be carefully checked for 
immature Golden-crowned Sparrows, which are rather dark, including the bill, and 
may show little or no yellow in the crown. 

Park-eved Junco : This species was "unusually abundant" (NR) this winter, with 
the best count registering 436 birds in Washington Co on 2 Januaiy (NR). As far 
west as HCR, "Slate-colored" juncos predominate; of the 366 reported on the HCR 
CBC for 18 December (fide JGJ), only 7 were "Oregons" and 3 "Pink-sided." 
Laoland Longspun Very large numbers were noted this winter, including an 
amazing 50,000 "moving north" in Dodge Co on 16 January (JP, DP). The best 
counts elsewhere were 2,132 in west Banner Co 2 on 4 January (SJD), and 2129 
on the LM CBC on 2 January (fide SJD). 

Snow Bunting : The only reports were of one listed on the Calamus-Loup CBC on 
27 December (fide NB) land of 6 spotted at Creighton on 3 January (MB). 

Northern Cardinal 5 Scattered reports came in from the Panhandle; at 
Scottsbluff, a small group of three was listed in the CBC on 2 January (fide AK), 
and a male was "roaming around" Scottsbluff during the winter (AK). A female also 
appeared at a feeder south of Walgren L from November through at least February 
(fide ZU). And a belated report arrived of a male at a Chadron feeder from late 
November, 1997, through April, 1998 (fide ZU). Cardinals are usually noted north 
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and west of their usual summer range prior to their establishment in new areas, 
often for several years, as was the case at ScottsbEuff. 

Rnntino : One of the more surprising records this winter was an immature 
male that appeared at a feeder in southwestern Dixon Co on 19 December and 
survived until the evening of 2 January, when the windchill registered 47 below 
(JJ). This is by far the latest NE record, the prior latest being 22 October, 1984, 
in Douglas-Sarpy Cos. The latest record for Kansas is 16 October (Thompson and 
Ely f p jrflf in Kansas! : but there are 2 January records for Missouri (Robbins and 
Factflria. Birds of Missouri). 

p g^-winqed Blackbird : There were unusually high numbers present at 
unexpected locations in midwinter, such as 3000 west of Oshkosh on 3 January 
(SJD); 600 in Washington Co on 2 January (NR); 200 in Dodge Co on 1 and 16 
January (DP, JP); 50 at FL on 5 February (LB), and 48 on 16 January apparently 
wintering in South Sioux City (BFH). Small flocks of migrants were widespread in 
the Panhandle as early as 6 February (SJD). 

ppgtflrn Meadowlark : The report of 7 birds of this species "vocalizing" at 
Standing Bear L on 13 February (NR) is interesting. A few possibly move north this 
early in southeast NE, or they may even overwinter; unless they call, however, 
identification is difficult if not impossible. 

Western Meadowlark : Calling birds were noted in Knox Co as early as 14 
February (MB). 

Yellow-headed Blackbird : One of the few midwinter reports identified an adult 
male at Oak L, Lincoln, on 9 February (JS). Late fall birds included one in 
Washington Co on the DeSoto CBC on 2 January (NR) and a male and an immature 
with Red-winged Blackbirds in the observers' yard near Gibbon between 19 and 31 
December (LR, RH). 

Rustv Blackbird : Good numbers were reported through 30 December, when 19 
appeared near Elm Creek (LR, RH). The best count was also somewhat westerly, 68 
on the HCR CBC on 18 December (fide JGJ). This species is only casual as far west 
as the Panhandle. The 9 counted on the Calamus-Loup CBC on 27 December were a 
count first (fide NB) and were also rather far northwest for the date. Twenty 
showed up in the observers’ yard in Dodge Co on 31 December, apparently 
wintering, but only 2 remained by 11 February (DP, JP). Likely early migrants 
were the 20 reported at Niobrara on 27 February (MB). 

Brewer’s Blackbird : The only report was of 2 in southwestern Lancaster Co on 
20 February (LE). This is an early spring date for this species, a rare migrant in 
the east. 

Common Grackle : The only midwinter reports were of 6 seen at South Sioux 
City on 10 January, described as "last" to leave (BFH), 1 to 2 spotted in the 
observers' yard near Gibbon all winter (LR, RH), and one identified in Cass Co on 12 
January (GW), the latter not unusual for the location. Most midwinter reports are 
from the south and the east. The 100 reported at FL on 5 February (LB) was a 
surprising number for the date; and the "first” for spring were 12 seen at South 
Sioux City on 14 February (BFH), an early date for spring migrants. 

Great-tailed Grackle: Late and still unusual for the location was a flock of 49 to 
52 birds located at the Niobrara marshes from 13 to 16 December; the flock 
consisted of 65% males (JS, JJ, WRS). Also at an unusual location and date was 
the bird listed on the Beaver Valley CBC on 19 December (fide WM). Apparently a 
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favored wintering site, Oak Park L in Lincoln had 14 birds on 9 February (JS); as 
many as 32 wintered there from 1995 to 1996. 

Brown-headed Cowbird: Rather late for the locations and dates were 25 on the 
Beaver Valley CBC on 19 December (fide WM) and a male at South Sioux City 
between 9 and 13 January (BFH). A single in Cass Co on 12 January (GW) also was 
unexpected in midwinter, even at that southeastern location. 

Grav-crowned Rosv-Finch: The two reports originated from known roost 
locations: 50 were reported wintering at the Wind Springs Ranch in southern Sioux 
Co (HKH) and 250+ were seen at the southwestern Sioux Co roost escarpment on 
the Henry Road on 3 Jan (SJD). To see these birds, observers should arrive at the 
roost site in early afternoon, as the birds disappear into holes or Cliff Swallow 
nests by about 3 p.m. 

Purole Finch : In recent winters, this species has been noticeably scarce. This 
winter, a notably quiet one for "winter" finches overall, only two reports, 
involving a total of only 2 birds, arrived. Singles were found on the HCR CBC on 18 
December (SJD) and in Nebraska City from 30 December to 5 January (LF, CF). 
Cassin's Finch: None reported. 

House Finch: Numbers noted in larger towns may not be as large as they were 
in the first few years after colonization; the best counts were only 20 in Lincoln on 
9 January (LE) and 13 in Omaha on 22 January (NR). 

Red Crossbill: The only report away from the summer range was of 12 on the 
Beaver Valley CBC on 19 December (WM). 

Common Redpoll: Only one was reported, at CCM on 20 February (SJD). 

Pine Siskin: The numbers reported were significantly lower than in recent years. 
The best counts were 200 west of Lisco on 17 December (SJD), 40 south of Gering 
on 1 December (AK), and 40 on the HCR CBC on 18 December (fide JGJ). All other 
reports were in single digits. 

American Goldfinch : The best count was about 450 at the observer’s feeder on 
29 December (CH). 

Evening Grosbeak: None reported. 

House Sparrow : The best count was 65 in the vicinity of the observers' yard 
near Gibbon on 26 December; the number seen was directly proportional to the 
number of cattle in the fields Ground the observers' home (LR, RH). 


* * * * * 


Two winter records of Pacific Loons at Lake McConaughy 

Stephen J. Dinsmore 
612 West Magnolia St. 

Fort Collins, CO 80521 

Pacific Loons are rare migrants in Nebraska, with most of the recent 
records coming from the western half of the state. Many of the recent records are 
from Lake McConaughy in Keith County and from Lake Minatare in Scotts Bluff 
County. Most records are from fall in the short period between 20 October and 20 
November. There is a single spring record from April, 5 summer records in the 
period June to August (all but one from western Nebraska), and a few fall records 
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outside the peak period. The latest fall record from Nebraska is 9 December. In this 
note, I detail two January sightings of single Pacific Loons from Lake McGonaughy. 

On 2 January, 1998, I was scanning the rafts of Western Grebes above 
Kingsley dam when I spotted a distant loon. I studied the bird from 3:45-4:30 p.m. 
Even at a great distance, the bird was clearly a small loon, slightly larger and 
longer-necked than a Common Merganser. The shape of the bird was distinctive: 
fairly short, stocky body and a long-necked, puffy-headed appearance. The bill was 
very short and stocky, and I estimated the length was less than the length of the 
head. Because of the great distance, many details of the plumage were difficult to 
observe, but I noted the very dark-backed appearance, the sharp line of 
demarcation between the light foreneck and darker nape, and the dark area around 
the eye. On 3 January, I relocated the bird off the south end of Kingsley dam under 
much better viewing conditions. At this distance, the bird was easily identified as a 
Pacific Loon in first-basic plumage. The dark mantle and upperwings were edged 
with pale buff color. The neck pattern included a white foreneck with a thin dark 
chinstrap, a dark gray crown and nape, and a darker black line separating the two. 
The color of the nape was slightly paler than the mantle. The bird remained in this 
area through at least 15 January and was seen by several other birders. 

On 9 January 1999, I was scanning Lake McConaughy from the K-1 Cabin 
Area, located just west of the south end of Kingsley dam, when I spotted a distant 
loon. The bird was with a group of three Western Grebes. I studied the bird from 
8:25-9:18 a.m. The bird was clearly larger than the grebes, but did not dwarf 
them like i would have expected from a Yellow-billed or Common Loon. The viewing 
distance did not allow me to study the bird in great detail, but I did note several key 
features. The bill was short, straight, rather stout, and dark-colored. The head 
was held level, not tilted upwards like a Yellow-billed or Red-throated Loon. There 
was dark color surrounding the eye. I also noted a clear line of separation between 
the white foreneck and the dark back of the neck. I did not see a chinstrap, although 
this may have been due to the distance. The mantle and upperwings were dark with 
some paler mottling giving the upperparts a scaly appearance. On the basis of this 
last feature, I concluded the bird was in first-basic plumage. 

Similar species and how eliminated: The bird was clearly a loon because of 
the shape and size. The combination of bill size and shape and neck pattern 
eliminated the other three loon species. 


***** 

Ihe 1998-99 Nebraska Christmas Bird Count Summary 

Stephen J. Dinsmore 
612 West Magnolia St. 

Fort Collins, CO 80521 

The 1998-99 Christmas Bird Count (CBC) period included eight counts in 
Nebraska. Counts were scattered statewide, but most effort was in the eastern half 
of the state. I know of at least one additional count (Branched Oak Lake) that was 
run this year, but not submitted. 
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In the following discussion, I have attempted to discuss what I believe are 
the more important aspects of this year’s CBC period. This includes my general 
impressions about some of the commoner species, mention of rarities, notable 
misses, and other topics. 

PIS.CiiS.SlQN..-OF SPECIES 

The 1998-99 CBC period in Nebraska will probably be best remembered for 
the extremely mild pre-count weather. Many of the reservoirs and larger lakes 
were completely devoid of ice during the early part of the count period. This caused 
many waterbirds to linger in larger than expected numbers. Three Common Loons at 
Harlan County were a bit tardy; this species very rarely overwinters in Nebraska. 
The eleven Pied-billed Grebes at Omaha were a good total; singles were west to 
Harlan County and Lake McConaughy. Lake McConaughy also had 2 Eared and 285 
Western Grebes, the former the first January record for Nebraska. Farther east, a 
single Western Grebe at Lincoln was noteworthy. A lone American White Pelican 
lingered at Calamus-Loup. Given the mild fall, it was surprising more pelicans 
didn’t linger into the count period. Great Blue Herons were present in expected 
numbers, but a single immature Black-crowned Night-Heron at Lake McConaughy 
was the first January record for Nebraska. 

Waterfowl were well represented this year with an outstanding 26 species 
reported statewide. Canada Goose and Mallard were reported from all counts. 
Harlan County reported 228 Greater White-fronted Geese, a great total for mid- 
December. Good numbers of Snow Geese lingered on three counts, and observers at 
Harlan County managed to find 33 Ross’s Geese among the Snow Geese. Among the 
regular waterfowl, noteworthy totals included 731 Green-winged Teal at Harlan 
County, 87 Canvasback and 114 Redheads at Lake McConaughy, and 12 Wood Ducks 
and 230 Gadwall at Omaha. Unusual waterfowl included an Oldsquaw at Harlan 
County and 9 Oldsquaw and a Barrow’s Goldeneye at Lake McConaughy. 

Bald Eagles were found on every count with the largest numbers at Harlan 
County and Lake McConaughy, not surprisingly the two counts with the largest 
bodies of water. Given the mild fall, Bald Eagle numbers were generally quite good. 
Accipiters were widespread this year. I was surprised at the disparity in numbers 
between the two expected species; 19 Sharp-shinned Hawks versus 7 Cooper's 
Hawks. I would have expected closer to a one to one ratio. Red-tailed Hawks 
occurred on all counts. They were scarcest in the west and Sandhills and most 
numerous in the southeast. It was an average year for Rough-legged Hawks with 23 
reported, most in the Sandhills and west. Among the less common raptors, 
statewide totals of 4 Ferruginous Hawks, 4 Golden Eagles, 5 Merlins, and 2 Prairie 
Falcons were aboutformal. 

Gallinaceous birds were a mixed bag this year. The mild weather and lack of 
snow cover probably contributed to the dismal count of just 43 Ring-necked 
Pheasants statewide. Greater Prairie-Chickens fared better. Counts of 47 at 
Calamus-Loup and 34 at Lake McConaughy reflect the presence of large tracts of 
native sandhills habitat within those count circles. Calamus-Loup also had a good 
total of 112 Wild Turkeys. Three Virginia Rails were at Lake McConaughy where the 
species is regular in winter. I would not be surprised if this species were also 
present in the Scottsbluff count circle in winter. American Cc^ts were found on 
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Count Name 

Harlan County 

Date 

18/12 

Species Total birds 
86 29,926 

Obs. 

7 

Scottsbluff 

2/1 

39 

17,728 

16 

Lake McConaughy 

2/1 

87 

16,373 

13 

Omaha 

19/12 

70 

10,511 

35 

Calamus-Loup 

27/12 

52 

9,793 

10 

Beaver Valley 

19/12 

39 

1,011 

4 

Loup City 

26/12 

36 

1,203 

1 

Lincoln 

19/12 

74 

11,273 

36 


TABLE ONE 


Pt 

5 

3 

6 
15 

? 

1 

1 


Hrs. 

40 

Field Temp 

L H 

25 46 

Snow depth 

0 

Wind 

NNE 20-25 

16.5 

9 

26 

0 

NW 25-48 

54.5 

5 

14 

2 

NW 15-30 

69 

15 

25 

0 

NW 10-20 

? 

? 

? 

? 

? 

9.5 

10 

14 

1 

NW 10-20 

9 

20 

51 

0 

SW 10-20 

81.5 

18 

21 

0 

N 0-23 


14 
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four counts with a high of 300 at Lake McConaughy. Despite the mild pre-count 
weather, shorebirds were scarce this year; Killdeer and Common Snipe were 
recorded on just three counts each. The diversity and number of gulls were 
disappointing. Only five species were reported, and only Ring-billed Gull was found 
in good numbers. Harlan County Reservoir had a good total of 26 Bonaparte’s Gulls. 
Ring-billed Gulls occurred on four counts and Herring Gulls on just three counts. 
Lake McConaughy had 17 California Gulls and a lone Thayer’s Gull. 

Mourning Doves were unusually scarce this year; Omaha had 25 and 1-5 
were reported on three other counts. Eastern Screech-Owl and Great Horned Owl 
were reported in expected numbers. Barred Owls were reported from Omaha and 
Lincoln. This species occurs westward along the Republican River at least as far as 
Webster County, so perhaps one will be found at Harlan County Reservoir in the 
future. Single Long-eared and Short-eared Owls were found at Harlan County 
Reservoir and Lake McConaughy, respectively. Three Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers 
were found this year, an excellent statewide total. The Downy to Hairy Woodpecker 
ratio was 399:42 statewide, which is about normal. Northern Flickers were 
numerous this year with good numbers recorded on all counts. Northern Shrikes 
were present in low numbers, although 12 were at Calamus-Loup. The lone 
Loggerhead Shrike was at Harlan County Reservoir, not an unexpected location for 
this species in winter. Horned Larks were generally scarce, although 1,553 were 
counted at Lake McConaughy. Omaha had good counts of several urban species, 
including 42 Tufted Titmice and 167 White-breasted Nuthatches. It was a down year 
for Red-breasted Nuthatches; the 6 at Lincoln were the only report. Carolina Wrens 
continue in the southeast part of the state, but the 2 at Harlan County Reservoir 
were a surprise. Six Winter Wrens at Omaha was an excellent count. Four Marsh 
Wrens were at Lake McConaughy where the species is regular in winter. Golden- 
crowned Kinglets were numerous and widespread this year with an excellent count 
of 67 at Lincoln. Four late Ruby-crowned Kinglets were at Harlan County Reservoir. 
It was a good year for frugivores; American Robins and Cedar Waxwings were 
numerous and Eastern Bluebirds were found on three counts. 

A single Orange-crowned Warbler, possibly a late fall migrant, and 17 
Yellow-rumped Warblers were at Harlan County Reservoir. Single Eastern Towhees 
were at Omaha and Lincoln while Spotted Towhees were reported from four counts 
with a high of 13 at Harlan County Reservoir. A lone Savannah Sparrow at Lake 
McConaughy was unusual in winter. Fourteen Fox Sparrows on three counts, all in 
the east, were a good winter total for Nebraska. The zonotrichid sparrows were 
well represented, especially on eastern counts. Harlan County Reservoir had the 
zonotrichid sweep, highlighted by an immature Golden-crowned Sparrow. Harris’s 
Sparrows were found in good numbers with 183 at Harlan County Reservoir and 
144 at Lincoln. Smaller numbers of White-crowned Sparrows were on four counts. 
There were 2,129 Lapland Longspurs at Lake McConaughy, the only count to record 
this species. A lone $now Bunting was at Calamus-Loup. 

Icterids wer»e widespread in small numbers. Red-winged Blackbirds were 
recorded on all courits except Calamus-Loup. The Western Meadowlarks reported at 
Scottsbluff and Beaver Valley should probably be changed to meadowlark sp.; 
Eastern Meadowlark is possible in winter, especially in a mild year like this. Rusty 
Blackbirds were on three counts, topped by a good total of 68 at Harlan County 
Reservoir. Surprisingly, Common Grackles were reported from only two counts. 
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Great-tailed Crackles were also reported from two counts; 12 at Lincoln, a regular 
winter location, and a single bird at Beaver Valley. 

It was clearly a poor year for winter finches. Purple Finches were reported 
from just two counts; the single bird at Harlan County Reservoir was a bit far 
west. The only Red Crossbills were 12 at Beaver Valley. Small numbers of Pine 
Siskins were found on six counts. American Goldfinches were found on all counts 
with a high of 469 at Calamus-Loup. 


^DOCUMENTED REPORTS 

There were a number of reports this year that probably should have been 
accompanied by some supporting details. However, such details have never before 
been requested, so I accepted most of these sightings. Some that come to mind 
include a Western Grebe at Lincoln, a Yellow-bellied Sapsucker at Calamus-Loup, 
and an Orange-crowned Warbler at Harlan County Reservoir. Perhaps in the future 
compilers could include a few brief supporting details for unusual reports. The only 
report I did not accept was of 10 Chipping Sparrows at Lincoln. Winter reports of 
this species in Nebraska should be fully documented. Confusion with American Tree 
Sparrow is a frequent and under-appreciated problem. 


CQMMEMI 

! believe this is the first time that Nebraska's CBCs have been summarized 
in other than a tabular format. I have styled this summary after a similar summary 
I have written for Iowa Bird Life for several years. If anyone has comments or 
suggestions, I would very much like to hear them. I also want to encourage CBC 
compilers to send in their results next year so they can be included. Please be sure 
to also include the data for Table 1. 


Table 2. 1998-99 Nebraska Christmas Bird count Species Totals 


Species 

Harlan 

County 

Reservoir 

Scottsbluff 

Lake 

McConaughy 

Omaha 

Calamus- 

Loup 

Beaver 

Valley 

Loup City 

Lincoln 

Common Loon 

3 








Pied-billed Grebe 

1 


1 

11 





Eared Grebe 



2 
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Species 

Harlan 

County 

Reservoir 

ScottsMuff 

Lake 

McConaughy 

Omaha 

Calamus* 

Loup 

Beaver 

Valley 

Loup City 

Lincoln 

Western Grebe 



285 





1 

American White 
Pelican 





1 




Double-Crested 

Cormorant 

34 



1 




6 

Great Blue Heron 

4 

1 

4 



1 



Black-crowned 

Night-Heron 



1 






Greater White- 
fronted Goose 

228 







1 

Snow Goose 

895 


1 

2011 




363 

Ross’ s Goose 

33 








Canada Goose 

507 

8358 

4588 

610 

3801 

70 

1 

1831 

Trumpeter Swan 



12 






Wood Duck 

5 



12 

1 




Gadwall 

7 


92 

230 




35 

American Wigeon 

3 

22 

74 

57 




7 

Mallard 

5339 

6859 

678 

766 

606 

365 

325 

227 

Northern Shoveler 

56 


3 





9 

Northern Pintail 

19 

3 

4 






Green-winged Teal 

731 


92 

11 



1 

37 

Canvasback 

2 


87 

2 





Redhead 

2 


114 





2 

Ring-necked Duck 



21 



1 


9 

Greater Scaup 



9 






Lesser Scaup 

7 


122 

14 




53 

Oldsquaw 

1 


9 
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Species 

Harlan 

County 

Reservoir 

Scottsbluff 

Lake 

McConaughy 

Omaha 

Calamus- 

Loup 

Beaver 

Valley 

Loup City 

Lincoln 

Buffiehead 

17 


23 



1 


2 

Common 

Goldeneye 

105 

83 

257 

97 

73 



66 

Barrow’s 

Goldeneye 



1 






Hooded 

Merganser 



1 

2 

1 



5 

Common 

Merganser 

8671 


889 

3 

60 



96 

Red-breasted 

Merganser 

4 


1 






Ruddy Duck 



22 






Bald Eagle 

63 

11 

53 

23 

14 

5 

7 

2 

adults 

36 

2 

24 

19 


4 

5 

2 

immatures 

27 

9 

29 

4 


1 

2 


Northern Harrier 

17 


13 


5 

3 

2 

12 

Sharp-shinned 

Hawk 

8 

1 

5 

1 

2 



2 

Cooper’s Hawk 

3 



1 




3 

accipiter sp. 








1 

Red-tailed Hawk 

21 

3 

17 

68 

25 

2 

14 

61 

Red-tailed 
(Harlan’s) Hawk 






1 

1 


Red-tailed 

(Krider’s)Hawk 




1 





Ferruginous Hawk 

1 


2 


1 




Rough-legged 

Hawk 


4 

2 

2 

10 

3 


2 

Buteo, Sp. 





4 



4 
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Species 

Harlan 

County 

Reservoir 

Scottsbiuff 

Uke 

McComughy 

Omaha 

Catamus- 

Loup 

Beaver 

Valley 

Loup City 

Lincoln 

Golden Eagle 


2 

1 



1 



adults 


2 




1 



immature 



1 






American Kestrel 

7 

6 

15 

14 

9 

3 

4 

13 

Merlin 

1 


2 





2 

Prairie Falcon 



2 






Ring-necked 

Pheasant 

5 

2 

8 

1 

14 

2 

3 

8 

Greater Prairie 
Chicken 

1 


34 


47 

6 

3 


Sharp-tailed 

Grouse 



6 


9 




Wild Turkey 


69 

2 

46 

112 




Northern Bobwhite 



8 


1 



13 

Virginia Rail 



3 






American Coot 

8 


300 

12 




1 

Killdeer 

4 


3 





3 

Common Snipe 

3 

1 

9 






Bonaparte’s Gull 

26 








Ring-billed Gull 

5103 


400 

210 




551 

California Gull 



17 






Herring Gull 

98 


37 





22 

Thayer’s Gull 



1 






Rock Dove 

74 

95 

37 

179 

65 

1 

3 

235 

Mourning Ddve 

1 


4 

5 




25 
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Species 

Harlan 

County 

Reservoir 

Scottsbluff 

Lake 

McConaughy 

Omaha 

Calamus' 

Loup 

Beaver 

Valley 

Loup City 

Lincoln 

Eastern Screech- 
owl 

10 


2 

4 



2 

2 

Great Homed Owl 

5 

1 

7 

4 

2 

1 

3 

3 

Barred Owl 




1 




3 

Long-eared Owl 

1 








Short-eared Owl 



1 






Belted Kingfisher 

3 

2 

2 

3 

1 



4 

Red-bellied 

Woodpecker 

22 


1 

67 

3 

4 

3 

23 

Yellow-bellied 

Sapsucker 




1 

1 



1 

Downy 

Woodpecker 

26 

6 

14 

177 

20 

10 

9 

137 

Hairy Woodpecker 

2 


2 

19 

3 

1 

2 

13 

Northern Flicker 

34 

5 

40 

54 

33 

11 

8 

44 

yellow-shafted 

4 

3 

8 

54 


10 

5 

4 

red-shafted 

5 

2 

18 



1 

3 

1 

unspecified 

25 


14 





39 

Northern Shrike 

2 

1 

5 


12 


2 

1 

Loggerhead Shrike 

1 








Blue Jay 

10 

25 

8 

106 

13 

5 

1 

146 

Black-billed 

Magpie 

30 

39 

63 


2 

3 

1 

2 

American Crow 

634 

54 

33 

441 

1270 

46 

37 

343 

Horned Lark 

36 

38 

1553 

18 



19 

30 

Black-capped 

Chickadee 

128 

8 

43 

306 

44 

22 

13 

316 

Tufted Titmouse 




42 
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Species 

Harian 

County 

Reservoir 

Scottsbkjff 

Lake 

McConaughy 

Omaha 

Calamus- 

Loup 

Beaver 

Valley 

Loup City 

Lincoln 

Red-breasted 

Nuthatch 








6 

White-breasted 

Nuthatch 

43 


7 

167 

4 

14 

5 

65 

Brown Creeper 

7 


5 

15 

3 

3 

3 

23 

Carolina Wren 

2 



5 




4 

Winter Wren 




6 





Marsh Wren 



4 





■ 

Golden-crowned 

Kinglet 

19 


9 

8 

13 

4 

2 

67 

Ruby-crowned 

Kinglet 

4 








Eastern Bluebird 

6 



11 

18 




Townsend’s 

Solitaire 


4 

22 


1 




American Robin 

2633 

7 

1404 

96 

1558 

30 

150 

32 

European Starling 

2085 

1526 

1161 

794 

434 

170 

210 

1060 

Cedar Waxwing 

233 


373 

65 

230 

25 


41 

Orange-crowned 

Warbler 

1 








Yellow-rum ped 
Warbler 

17 








Eastern Towhee 




1 




1 

Spotted Towhee 

13 



1 

1 



9 

American Tree 
Sparrow 

593 

11 

246 

384 

371 

53 

115 

656 

Chipping Sparrow 








10 

Savannah Sparrow 



1 






Fox Sparrow 

f 

6 



2 




6 

Song Sparrow 

47 


6 

16 

1 


1 

9 
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Species 

Hartan 

County 

Reservoir 

Sconsbluff 

Lake 

McConaughy 

Omaha 

Caiamus- 

Loup 

Beaver 

Valley 

Loup City 

Lincoln 

Lincoln’s Sparrow 

2 



5 





Swamp Sparrow 




1 





White-throated 

Sparrow 




4 



2 

19 

White-crowned 

Sparrow 

38 

3 

1 





12 

Harris’ s Sparrow 

183 



32 



7 

144 

Golden-crowned 

Sparow 

1 








sparrow sp. 


3 







Dark-eyed Junco 

366 

34 

415 

1986 

267 

26 

23 

1266 

slate-colored 

356 

8 

307 

1983 




372 

oregon 

7 

20 

108 

3 



1 

13 

pink-sided 

3 








unspecified 


6 





22 

881 

Lapland Longspur 



2129 






longspur sp. 








50 

Snow Bunting 





1 




Northern Cardinal 

50 


11 

194 

9 

1 

6 

169 

Red-winged 

Blackbird 

79 

272 

62 

87 


20 

125 

2087 

Western 

Meadowlark 


2 




1 



Meadowlark sp. 

52 


26 

67 




56 

Rusty Blackbird 

68 



50 

9 




Common Crackle 




5 

13 




Great-Tailed 

Grackle 






1 


12 
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Species 

Harlan 

County 

Reservoir 

ScottsWuff 

Lake 

McConaughy 

Omaha 

Catamus- 

Loup 

Beaver 

Valley 

Loup City 

Lincoln 

Brown-headed 

Cowbird 




50 


25 



blackbird $p. 








60 

Purple Finch 

1 



5 





House Finch 

89 

10 

51 

55 

37 

18 


66 

Red Crossbill 






12 



Pine Siskin 

40 

43 

7 

4 

2 



41 

American 

Goldfinch 

99 

72 

150 

231 

469 

5 

35 

161 

House Sparrow 

106 

28 

135 

533 

87 

25 

55 

437 


* * * * * 


Common Crane in Central Platte Valley, Nebraska, March 1999, and a Discussion of 
Prior North American Records. 

W. Ross Silcock and Stephen J. Dinsmore 

P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653 (Silcock) 

612 1/2 West Magnolia, Fort Collins, CO 80521 (Dinsmore) 

On 5 March, 1999, a report appeared on the listserver of a Common Crane 
sighted at 2.30 p.m. that day by Tammy VerCauteren (fide Paul Tebbel) about 2 
miles east of Lowell Road in southeastern Buffalo County. The next morning, WRS 
drove to the location. After about 2 hours of searching, he refound the Common 
Crane at 8:57 a.m. among Sandhill Cranes about 50 meters south of Elm Island Road 
at a spot 2 miles east of Lowell Road. It was refound by SJD at 11:00 a.m. on 
March 9 northeast of the junction of roads X and 41 in northeast Kearney County. 
(The south channel of the Platte, just south of Elm Island Road, is the boundary 
between Buf|alo and Kearney Counties.) 

The Common Crane was easy to spot as it was as tall or taller than the tallest 
Sandhill Cranes present and was paler than most if not all of them. In fact, it was 
so pale WRS suspected it might be I eucistic, although SJD thought it to be no paler 
than the palest Sandhill Cranes, although probably unusually pale for the species; 
perhaps the early morning light was responsible for its pale appearance on March 6. 
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The bill was horn-colored and the crown, nape, and foreneck were black, leaving a 
pale gray-white line up each side of the neck, which terminated just before each 
eye. We could not discern any red coloration on the crown. Otherwise the plumage 
was pale gray. WRS saw the bird in flight on March 6, and was impressed by the 
entirely black primaries and secondaries contrasting strongly with the pale gray 
wing coverts. In flight, the black tail feathers were also revealed; when the bird is 
at rest, the much-elongated tertials and inner secondaries are folded over the gray 
tail feathers, giving a black and gray mottled look to the "bustle.” It has been 
suggested that due to its paleness, the bird might be a Whooping Crane-Sandhill 
Crane hybrid, but the entirely black secondaries-a feature possessed by neither of 
the putative "parent" species—would appear to rule out this possibility. 

Messages (to WRS) from Jeff Bouton and Steve DuBois indicated that this was 
probably the same pale to "almost white" (DuBois) bird which they and others saw 
at Delta Junction, Alaska, from 15 September to late September, 1998. DuBois had 
noted some reddish coloration "at times" on its crown. Dave Rintoul (1999) 
suggested that it had migrated down the eastern edge of the Front Range in Colorado 
in fall of 1998 with its "fellow trans-Bering Sea Sandhill Cranes" to winter in 
eastern New Mexico or western Texas. David Sarkozi, who noted that "Ninety 
percent of Texas is private and inaccessible," answered questions on the TEXBIRDS 
and KS-BIRD-L listservers as to why nobody sees Common Cranes anywhere but in 
Nebraska. Sarkozi noted (1999), "You guys have it lucky there [in Nebraska]; all 
the cranes are lined up in one place, here they are scattered over an area several 
times the size of your little state." 

Following the initial sightings, the Common Crane was seen by many observers 
in the same general area until March 26 (Loren and Babs Padelford, Nebraska 
Birdline). This is the 12th acceptable sighting in North America, although it is 
possible that as few as 6 individuals were involved in these sightings (American 
Birding Association 1996). A report in Texas from 10 January to 3 February, 
1979, was not accepted by the Texas Ornithological Society Records Committee 
(Lingle 1996). 

The first four sightings were from 11 to 20 December, 1957, in Alberta; 
20 March, 1958, in Alberta; between 24 April and 10 May, 1958, at Fairbanks, 
Alaska; and 19 September, 1958, in Alberta (American Birding Association 1996). 
All these sightings may have been of the same individual. One was at Bitter Lake 
National Wildlife Refuge, New Mexico, on 10 March, 1961 (American Birding 
Association 1996). Four sightings in Nebraska between 1972 and 1974 may have 
involved only two or possibly three different birds. One was near North Platte, 
Lincoln County, between 26 and 31 March, 1972 (Tremaine et al 1972, contra 
American Birding Association 1996) and another was at Elm Creek, Phelps County, 
between 31 March and 1 April, 1972 (Tremaine et al 1972). One was seen in 
southern Buffalo County on 16 March, 1974, and in northern Kearney County on 25 
March, 1974 (Nebraska Bird Review 42: 63-64). 

The "single bird hypothesis" in 1972 would require one bird to fly from the 
North Platte area eastward to Elm Creek on 31 March. This would seem to be an 
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unlikely flight pattern, although cranes have been seen flying high and parallel to 
the Platte River (Tremaine et al 1972). A comparison of photographs of the 1972 
bird at Elm Creek and the 1974 bird in Kearney County suggested they were 
different birds (NBR 42: 63-64). Another bird was in southern Hall and northern 
Adams Counties in Nebraska from 30 to 31 March, 1996 (Lingle 1996). Based on 
published photographs, this bird seems significantly darker in color relative to 
Sandhill Cranes than the 1999 Nebraska bird. Finally, prior to the current sighting, 
one was at Delta Junction, Alaska, in September of 1998; as discussed above, this 
is likely the same bird described in this note. 

The provenance of Common Cranes in North America has not been 
determined with certainty, but it seems likely that occasionally an individual or 
even family group may wander into the breeding range of Sandhill Crane and then 
migrate with the Sandhill Cranes into North America to winter. The breeding ranges 
of the two species in eastern Siberia are separated by about 600 miles (Flint et al 
1984). It has been suggested that the presumed two different birds in Nebraska in 
1972 may have been a family group separated by hunter disturbance on the 
wintering grounds in Texas (Tremaine et al 1972). 
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* * * * * 

COOPERATIVE WHOOPING CRANE TRACKING PROJECT 
(August 1998-January 1999) 

(An edited version of the United States Department of the Interior report follows.) 

Between 1977 and 1988, 132 juvenile whooping cranes were color-marked 
on the breeding grounds; of these 37 were accounted for during the winter of 
1998-99. Five color-^narked cranes were observed during the fall migration. All 
sightings of color-marked cranes during migration are maintained at the Grand 
Island office. 









ypl 67 No.l 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


21 


One hundred eighty-one cranes began the 1998 spring migration. Forty-nine 
nests were confirmed on the breeding grounds. Forty-seven chicks were located 
during June surveys, and the surveys during August determined that at least 24 
chicks were surviving. Under optimum conditions about 2054 birds were expected 
to arrive at Aransas last fall. The first arrival at Aransas was confirmed on 
October 28. About 77% (140 birds) of the arrivals at Aransas occurred between 
November 13 and December 3. A record 182 cranes are believed to have arrived 
at Aransas, including 18 young birds. On January 4, 1999, an adult plumaged 
whooping crane was confirmed wintering with sandhill cranes near Sabinal, Uvlade 
County, Texas. Another crane, observed with sandhill cranes on January 24 near 
Brazos Bend State Park in Fort Bend County, Texas, could be the crane observed 
near Sabinal, an Aransas bird that moved north, or a new bird. A total of 182 (164 
adult/subadult and 18 young) whooping cranes are wintering at Aransas, and at 
least one additional is wintering in south Texas. A 1986 color-marked female with 
a broken leg, first observed at Quivira NWR on November 12, apparently left 
Quivira NWR on December 29, and has not been reported since. As of February 4, 
sixteen adult/subadult cranes, of the number anticipated, had not arrived at 
Aransas. 

The first dates recorded for confirmed observations of migrating whooping 
cranes were August 12 in Canada and October 2 in the United States. The last 
sighting date was January 24. Sightings were reported from Saskatchewan, 
Canada (62); North Dakota (9); South Dakota (4); Nebraska (7); Kansas (15); 
Oklahoma (1); Texas (5), and Illinois (1). The combined total of 104 confirmed 
sightings in Canada and the United States established a new fall migration record. 

Weather during September and October was mild with above-normal 
temperatures. Based on the number of sightings reported in Saskatchewan and 
North Dakota during late October and early November, it appeared that the majority 
of migrant cranes were still north of Nebraska. The first confirmed arrival at 
Aransas (2 birds) was on October 28, further confirmation that the migration was 
about 2 weeks later than average. On November 9 and 10, an intense storm center 
moved northeast across the Dakotas, creating blizzard conditions. Northwest and 
west winds of 30-50 mph swept across the Dakotas, Nebraska, and Kansas. A 
large migration of waterfowl and cranes occurred on November 11 and for several 
days following, during which large numbers of migrating sandhill cranes were 
reported in eastern Nebraska and Iowa, and was likely the result of the strong 
winds associated with the November 9-10 storm. Also, possibly as a result of the 
storm, a single whooping crane was confirmed (by photograph) at Illinois Beach 
State Park, about 5 miles north of Waukegon, Illinois, on November 11, and a highly 
probable sighting of an adult plumaged whooping crane was reported near Des 
Moines, Iowa, on November 12. On November 12, sightings of whooping crane 
family groups were confirmed in eastern Nebraska (the furthest east sighting ever 
confirmed in Nebraska) and eastern Kansas. One might speculate that the leg injury 
to the whooping crane, first observed at Quivira NWR on November 12, was the 
result of strong winds. 
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Please contact Mr. Wally Jobman, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service if 
observation details are desired (203 West Second Street, Federal Building, Second 
Floor, Grand Island, NE, 58801; commercial telephone: (308) 382-6468, ext. 16; 
FAX (308) 384-8835; or e-mail, wally_jobman@mail.fws.gov). 

Confirmed 

Fall 1998 Whooping Crane Sightings in the U.S.A. 


State/Obs. Date No. Location 


ND 98B-1 

10/02-04/98 

2 

ND 98B-2 

10/16-17/98 

1 

ND 98B-3 

10/19/98 

9 

SD 98B-4 

10/09/98 

7 

NE 98B-5 

10/20/98 

2+1 

KS 98B-6 

10/21-11/08/98 

1 

KS 98B-7 

10/20-28/98 

2 

NE 98B-8 

10/22-11/09/98 

3 

OK 98B-9 

10/22/98 

2 

KS 98B-10 

10/20/98 

5 

SD 98B-11 

10/19/98 

6 

ND98B-12 

11/01/98 

2 


Mountrail Co., 3 mi. northwest of 
Palermo. T157N, R90W, S36. 
Emmons Co, 5 mi. west of 
Braddock. T136N, R76W, S20, 
SI/2 

Williams Co, 6 mi. south of Appam. 
T158N, R100W, S36. Flying. 
Walworth Co., 11 mi. east of Hwy 
83 on Hwy 12, near Spring Lake. 
T123N, R74W, S30. Flying 
Rock/Key a Paha Co. line, Niobrara 
River, 0.5 mi. east of Cams bridge. 
T32N, R18W, SI 9. 

Stafford Co., Quivira NWR. T22S, 
R11W, S5. 

Stafford Co., Quivira NWR. T21S, 
R11W, S32. 

Buffalo Co., Platte River, Rowe 
Audubon Sanctuary, 1.25 mi. east 
of Hwy 10 bridge. T8N, R14W, 

S10, NE4; S10, NE4, SW4. 

Alfalfa Co., Salt Plains NWR. 

Barton Co., Cheyenne Bottoms 
SWA. T18S, R12W, S28. 

Haakon Co., flying near Ottumwa. 
T3N, R23E, S10. 

Divide Co., 12 mi. south and 6 east 
of Colgan. T161N, R99W, S24. 
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State/Obs. 

Date 

No. 

Location 

ND 98B-13 

11/01-02/98 

2 

Divide Co., 2 mi. west and 5 north 
of Noonan. T163N, R95W, S7, NE4. 

NE 98B-14 

10/23/98 

3 

Cherry Co., flying over northeast 
corner of Valentine NWR. T30N, 
R27W. 

ND 98B-15 

11/03-04/98 

11+2 

Divide Co., 12 mi. south and 4 west 
of Crosby. T161N, R98W, S28, 33. 
G-R. 

ND 98B-16 

10/17/98 

4 

Kidder Co., 4 mi. south and 4 west 
of Robinson. T142N, R72W, S30. 

SD 98B-17 

10/21/98 

2 

Bennett Co., LaCreek NWR, pool 
#10, flying about 5 mi. north of 
headquarters. T37N, R36W, S26. 

SD 98B-18 

11/01/98 

2 

Sully Co., Cottonwood Lake, about 8 
mi. east of Agar. T116N, R75W, 
S30. 

NE 98B-19 

11/03-08/98 

2 

Phelps Co., Linder WPA, 5 mi. east 
and 1 north of Bertrand. T7N, 
R20W, S25, SE4. 

KS 98B-20 

11/05-08/98 

3 

Stafford Co., Quivira NWR. T21S, 
R11W, S22. 

KS 98B-21 

11/06/98 

1 

Barton Co., 6 mi. south and 2 west 
of Ellinwood. T20S, R12W, S35, 
SW4 

ND 98B-22 

11/07/98 

2 

McKenzie Co, 1 mi, southwest of 
Buford. T152N, R104W, S20. 

ND 98B-23 

11/10/98 

5 

Williams Co., 3 mi. north of 
Williston. T154N, R101W, S3, 
SW4. 

KS 98B-24 

11/11/98 

2+1 

Saline Co., 4 mi. west of Solomon. 
T13S, R1W, S20, SI/2. 

NE 98B-25 

11/11/98 

1 

Hall Co., flying west along Platte 
River south of Wood River 1-80 
exit. T1 IN, R9W. 

NE 98B-26 

11/11-18/98 

2+1 

York Co., 2 mi. south and 3 east of 
McCool Junction. T9N, R2W, S27, 


SW4, NE4. 
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State/Obs. 

Date 

No. 

Location 

KS 98B-27 

11/12-15/98 

8+2 

Stafford Co., Quivira NWR, T21S, 
R11W, S28, 29. BWB-nil; 
o/w-Bwsp (injured leg, remained 
until! 2/29). 

KS 98B-28 

11/13/98 

2 

Kingman Co., 3 mi. east, 1/2 north, 
and 1/4 east of kingman. T27S, 
R7W, S36. 

KS 98B-29 

11/13/98 

1 

Russell Co., flying 2 mi. east of 
Bunker Hill. T13S, R12W, S32. 

NE 98B-30 

11/16-28/98 

2+1 

Garfield Co., 16 1/4 mi. east and 1 
north of Burwell. T21N, R13W, 
S10. 

KS 98B-31 

11/12/98 

2+1 

Riley Co., 3 mi. north of Manhattan. 
T9S, R8E. Flying. 

KS 98B-32 

11/14-24/98 

6 

Pratt Co., 5 mi. south and 4 east of 
Pratt. T28S, R12W, S32. 

TX 98B-33 

11/24-29/98 

2+1 

Fayette Co., 6 mi. West of La 
Grange. 

TX 98B-34 

11/24/98 

2 

Wheeler Co., 15 mi. northwest of 
Shamrock. 

KS 98B-35 

12/02-03/98 

2+1 

Barton Co., Cheyenne Bottoms 
SWA. T18S, R12W, S10, NE4. 

IL 98B-36 

11/11/98 

1 

Lake Co., 5 mi. north of Waukegon, 
Illinois Beach State Park. Flying 

KS 98B-37 

12/03-06/98 

2+1 

Stafford Co., Quivira NWR. T21S, 
R11W, S28, SE4. 

TX 98B-73 

12/23-26/98 

1 

Jackson Co., 4 mi. south of Edna 
along Hwy 111. 

TX 98B-74 

01/02-21/99 

1 

Uvalde Co., 1 mi. east of Sabinal. 

KS 98B-76 

11/11-12/98 

1 

Staffort Co., Quivira NWR. T21S, 
R11W, S29. 

KS 98B-81 

11/14/98 

3 

Pratt Co., 1 mi. east and 4 north of 
Sawyer. T29S, R12W, S5. 

TX 98B-82 

01/24/99 

1 

Fort Bend Co., near Brazos Bend 
State Park. 
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Two poems by William Kloefkorn 

The first poem captures well the sense of satisfaction those involved in CBC and 
other bird counts experience: 

COUNTING THE COWS 

Because earlier in the day I walked the fencelines 
I know that none has escaped or wandered off, 
and though I realize that should the count fall short 

I'd have two options, count again or shrug my shoulders, 

1 go to the field to count them, anyway, knowing as I do 
that counting is itself sufficient cause for counting, 

something sweet in the accumulation, you understand, 
and if the count should complement the ledger 
how much sweeter then the effort. And if the count 

falls short, as occasionally it does? Always I choose 
to shrug the shoulders, my consolation more than equal 
to potential loss, the credit being this: that I have 

seen and have inhaled, at dusk, the lovely bulk of cow, 
that its path returns no less than takes me away from 
home. All of this is what my grandfather in the course 

of an autumn morning more or less informs me. We are 
in that room where Grandmother died, her body at last 
a fencepost under a hand-tied quilt. And before the sun 

quite drops behind its hill I’ll be moving in my father’s 
familiar Chevrolet, gravel pelting its underside 
like the rain that so far not even prayer has been able 

to induce. Dusk. At my left I see the darkening silhouettes 
of grandfather’s cows, their heads lowered as if in ritual 
into the occasional nourishment 

of bunchgrass. One. Two. Three. All there, each cud 
in a land of milk and of honey, you understand, 
and accounted for. 
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* * * 


The second poem connects people and birds in a most natural way: 
GEESE 

I hear them honking 
before I see them, 
a low-flying V 

going wherever V’s go 
when the sap in the ash 

gives way to gravity. 


And I am tempted to draw 
some natural-world 
conclusion, 

to say that the birds 
know something the rest 

of us don’t, and maybe 

they do, though my mother 
at eighty-three 

takes her cue each year 

from the first frost, she 
and her boyfriend then 
as if a skein of two 

on the wing for Texas. So 
it seems to me that 

the natural world 

and the other one 
considerably overlap. 

I hear them honking 

before 1 see them, my mother 
and her boyfriend 
in a blue pickup 
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lifting off, the motion 
of my mother's out¬ 
stretched arm 

as natural as any natural 
world can be 

in its act of going. 

From Covenants by William Kloefkorn and David Lee (Spoon River Poetry Press, 
Granite Falls, MN. 1996). Bill Kloefkorn’s latest works include a memoir, This 
pp^th bv Drowning (Lincoln: U of Nebraska P, 1997), and a book of short stories, A 
ji m p tr> Sink Her Pretty Little Ship (Winside, NE: Logan House Press, 1999). In 
addition to the preceding works, Bill Kloefkorn has published more than twenty 
volumes of poetry. For further information, see the following internet site: 
http://mockingbird.creighton.edu/NCW/kloefkor.htm. 


* * * * * 


The Age of Birds in Nebraska 
by Paul A. Johnsgard, University of Nebraska-Lincoln 

Let each mile of highway 1-80 represent a million years. That way, 1/2 
mile represents 500,000 years, 1/10 mile = 100,000 years, 1/100 mile (52 
feet) - 10,000 years; 1/1000 mile (5.2 feet) = 1,000 years, and 6 inches = 100 
years. A decade (ten years) equals about a half-inch. It is 450 miles from the 60th 
St. on-ramp to 1-80 in Omaha to the westernmost exit at the Wyoming border. 
These 450 million years encompass most of the time that evidence of life has been 
found on earth, but the earth itself is more than four billion years old, or ten times 
older than the time scale described here. 

Some 450 million years ago, as we join the 1-80 in Omaha, we are in the 
middle of the Paleozoic era, when Nebraska was submerged in a great inland sea, 
and the animals present would be mostly corals, sponges, and mollusks, plus a few 
primitive fishes, such as sharks. Evidence of this early life can be found in 
limestone outcrops such as those near Weeping Water in southeastern Nebraska. 
There were no birds or mammals to be seen. 

As we drive the 50 miles to Lincoln, we have covered 50 million years to 
40Q million years ago, and are entering the Devonian era. We must drive all the 
way to Kearney, some 270 million years ago, before the last remnants of the 
Permian Sea have retreated and left us on dry land. To reach the great age of 
dinosaurs, the Mesozoic, which started some 220 million years ago, we must get to 
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Cozad. From there to Ogallala, the distance representing the peak of the dinosaur 
era, there is no clear geologic record in Nebraska, but dinosaur fossils in eastern 
Wyoming and western South Dakota tell us of these great beasts. The first known 
bird, Archaeopteryx, took flight during the middle of the Mesozoic, sharing the sky 
with flying reptiles, about 140 million years ago. By then a few primitive 
mammalian groups were also already present. The last great period of the 
Mesozoic, the Cretaceous period, covers the distance from Ogallala to Sydney. It is 
a time when Nebraska was again covered by shallow seas, with long-necked 
plesiosaurs swimming through the waters and sometimes rivaling the largest 
dinosaurs in size. There were also mosasaurs, sea-going lizards with large 
crushing jaws, eating sharks and bony fishes. Loon-sized but flightless fish-eating 
birds, Hesperornis and its kin, swam through the shallow seas of what is now 
Kansas and probably also Nebraska. Above the seas, tern-like birds (Ichthyornis, 
Apatomis) fished in the shallows. 

Finally, near Sydney, about 60 miles from the Wyoming border, we reach 
the start of the Cenozoic era, the Age of Mammals. During this time what is now 
Nebraska was covered in sequence by tropical forests, then savanna-like mixtures 
of trees and grasses, and finally true grasslands. Many browsing and grazing 
mammals were present, from camels through rhinos, horses, and many others. 
Early ducks, geese, cranes, hawks and other predatory birds were common. Great 
elephant-sized titanotheres lumbered across the uplands of Nebraska nearly 40 
million years ago (near Potter on our 1-80 time scale). Some 30 million years ago 
large, long-legged predatory birds such as Bathornis, distant relatives of cranes 
and rails,stalked the Nebraska grasslands it isn’t until we reach Kimball, 20 million 
years ago, that Nebraska began to resemble the grassy plains we know today. At 
that time grazing animals such as horses, rhinos, camels, grass-eating rodents and 
dogs occurred, and the earliest cats arrived. Some 15 million years ago, in the 
middle Miocene, limpkin-like (Aramornis) birds also waded through Nebraska's 
wetlands, only later to disappear completely. The first elephants arrived from 
Asia 14 million years ago; these were mastodons and four-tuskers. These would 
also disappear and be replaced later by more modern kinds of elephants, including 
mammoths. Most or all of the modern families of birds were present by then. 

About ten million years ago, or near Bushnell on our 1-80 time-scale, vast 
volcanic clouds of dust settled on Nebraska, choking herds of horses and rhinos, and 
providing the basis for what is now the Ashfall Fossil Beds State Historical Park in 
northeastern Nebraska. Cranes, closely resembling the modern crowned cranes of 
Africa were there, and only a few million years later sandhill cranes were wading 
the marshes of ancient western Nebraska, making that species the longest- 
surviving known species of extant bird. 

A little more than two million years ago, or just two miles from the end of 
our road, the firgf of several glaciers swept slowly southward out of Canada, 
bringing with them enormous mammals, such as mammoths, arctic-adapted bears, 
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alant camels, large beavers and giant predatory cats. Arctic-adapted birds were 
also no doubt present, but except for a few species (such as bald eagles) we know 
little of the specific types that were present in what is now Nebraska 

The first humans (Native Americans) probably reached North America 
about 12 1 000-15,000 years ago, or about 75 feet from the end of our trip. By then 
there were already t wo kinds of bison on the plains of Nebraska, a giant type that 
became extinct about 10,000 years ago and a smaller one that was the direct 
ancestor of the modem bison. The last glacial retreat from the Great Plains left 
deposits of rich glacial till over earlier layers of wind-blown loess deposits in the 
Missouri Valley, remnant woodlands of boreal-adapted trees in the Niobrara Valley, 
and opened the way for temperate-loving birds such as cardinals and mockingbirds 
to move gradually into southern Nebraska. The majestic seasonal migrations of 
biscn developed in the Great Plains, and the Platte gradually settled into its 
present-day meandering channels, giving water and safety to these great herds and 
to the vast migrating flocks of waterfowl and cranes that followed the retreating 
glaciers northward to tundra breeding grounds. 

American wasn't "discovered" by Europeans until about five centuries ago, 
or about three feet from the end of our road. Nebraska was mostly settled by 
European:!* less than a century ago, or about six inches from the last turn-off. That 
settlement spelled disaster for the passenger pigeon, Eskimo curlew, and near- 
: extinction for many other bird species including the whooping crane, but the 
: recognition of such losses also marked the start of such conservation-oriented 
groups as the National Audubon Society and the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union. 

t he people who are alive today represent only a few inches or even less of 
our total history, based on this 450 million-year time scale between Omaha and the 
Wyoming border. If this time-scale were expanded to include alt of the earth's 4-5 
billion-year history, our trip would have had to start on the eastern side of the 
Atlantic Ocean, and tine human story would represent a distance of a few 
hundredth's of an inch, or about the thickness of the metal on the last Nebraska 1-80 
exit, sign,, 

This is a sobering realization, especially when we consider the great 
1 ecological damage that we have done to our environment during our relatively short 
stay on earth. Even the greatest dinosaurs left no visible scars on our land during 
their hundred-mi Jiion~year rule, yet we are unwilling to leave mountains unmined, 
marshes undrained, and forests uncut. When the last prairie has been ploughed, the 
last prairie-chicken silenced and the last prairie rose killed by herbicides, we might 
perhaps pause and wonder where they all went, and where we too have gone. 
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SPRING FIELD REPORT, MARCH to MAY 1999 
Compiled by 

W. Ross Si (cock, P.O, Box 57, Tabor, IA SI 653 
Joel G. Jorgensen, 1218 Jackson St., Blair, WE 68008 

INTRODUCTION 

This spring proved an exciting season for several reasons. For warbler fans, it 
described a dream with lots of birds to look at and a rather incredible species 
count (for anywhere) of no fewer than 381 Many "eastern” warblers were found 
westward, especially at "islands* of habitat such as the Geneva Cemetery and 
similar spots just beyond the western edge of the original eastern woodland region 
as well as the Panhandle.. For rarity counters, spring included no fewer than 4 ftrs| 
state records: Glossy Ibis, Gray Flycatcher, Black-throated Gray Warbler, and; 
Brambling. We make here a special note that the fast 3 birds were seen by Stff® 
Dmsmore, who found the flycatcher and warbler himself through his diligarr 
checking of that migrant trap par excellence, Oliver Reservoir. The Glossy Ibis 
was found by Joel Jorgensen, through his equally diligent checking of the Rainwater 
Basin (disclaimer: WR$ wrote this!). Slightly different types of first stafj 
records, but possibly more significant biologically, included the first confirmee 
breeding records this century (!) for two species: Sandhill Crane and Piteatec 
Woodpecker, Other interesting records for various reasons were a 4th state an| 

12th North American Common Crane; an amazing 27 Red Knots in one flock; the 6th 
state White-winged Dove (meanwhile the 4th is still hanging out in KearneyI); the 
2nd spring Hammond's Flycatcher; a possible Common Raven; a far out of rang# 
Bewick’s Wren, and as many as 16 Blue-gray Gnat catchers in the Panhandle. In 
addition, the spring period saw numerous record counts and rather early spring 
arrival dates also. All told, quite a spring!! 

ABBREVIATIONS 

ADF: Arbor Day Farm, Nebraska City; BOL; Branched Oak L, SRA/WMA Lancaster. 
Co; CCM: Clear Creek Marshes, WMA Kefth-Garden Cos; Cem; Cemetery ;,] 
CLNWR: Crescent L. NWR, Garden Co; FF: Fontenefle Forest, Bellevue; FL; Funk’ 
Lagoon, WPA Phelps Co; HCR; Harlan Co Res, Harlan Co; ICSP: Indian Cave SP*,: 
Nemaha-Richardsop Cos; L; Lake; LM: L McConaughy, SRA Keith Co; NC; Nature 
Center; MM: National Monument; MNF: Nebraska National Forest; NOU: Nebraska 
Ornithologists' Union; NOURC: NOU Records Committee; NPNWR; North Platte 
NWR, Scotts Bluff Co; NWR; National Wildlife Refuge; PL; Pawnee L, SRA 
Lancaster Co; Res: Reservoir; RWB: area of potholes in southcentral NE, mainly 
in Phelps, Hamilton, York, Clay, and Fillmore Cos; SHP; State Historical Park; SL: 
Sewage Lagoons; $P; State Park; SR A: State Recreation Area; UNK: University 
of Nebraska-Kearney; UNL: University of Nebraska-Lincoln; WMA: (State) Wildlife 
Management Area; WPA; (Federal) Waterfowl Production Area. 

GAZETTEER 

Arbor L: Lancaster Co; Ashfafl Fossil Beds SHP: Antelope Co; Ash Hollow 
SHP: Garden Co; Ayr L: Adams Co; Basswood Ridge: WMA Dakota Co; Black 
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Island Area: WMA Cuming Co; Bluestem L: Lancaster Co; Boyer Chute 
N WR:Washington Co; Bruning Dam: Thayer Co; Chadron SP: Dawes Co; 
Conestoga L: Lancaster Co; Crystal Cove L: South Sioux City; Cunningham 
L* Omaha; Deep Well Basin: WMA Hamilton Co; DeSoto NWR: Washington Co; 
Facus Springs: WMA Morrill Co; Fort Niobrara NWR: Cherry Co; Fort 
Robinson SP: Sioux-Dawes Cos; Freeman L: WPA York Co; Goehner Basin: 
Seward Co; Grove Lake Area: WMA Antelope Co; Harvard Marsh: WPA Clay 
Co' Hastings Basin: Adams Co; Johnson Basin: WPA Phelps Co; Johnson L: 
SRA Dawson-Gosper Cos; Keystone Dam: forms L McConaughy, Keith Co; 
Keystone L: below Keystone Dam, Keith Co; Kiowa Springs: WMA Scotts Bluff 
Co; Kirkpatrick Basin: WMA York Co; Kissinger Basin: WMA Clay Co; Lange 
Basin: WPA Clay Co; Lewis and Clark L: SRA Knox-Cedar Cos; Little Salt 
Fork Marsh: Lancaster Co; Long Canyon: Banner, Lancaster Co; L Minatare: 
SRA Scotts Bluff Co; Monroe Canyon: Sioux Co; Neale Woods: 
Douglas-Washington Cos; Niobrara Marsh: marsh complex including Bazile Creek 
WMA Knox Co; Niobrara Valley (Nature Conservancy) Preserve: 
Cherry-Keya, Paha-Brown Cos; North Harvard Basin: Clay Co; North Lake 
Basin: WMA Seward Co; Oak Glen Area: WMA Seward Co; Offutt (Air) Base 
L: Sarpy Co; L Ogallala: below Keystone Dam Keith Co; Oliver Res: SRA 
Kimball Co; Pelican Point Area: SRA Burt Co; Pine Ridge: escarpment of 
Ponderosa Pine habitat in Sioux, Dawes, Sheridan Cos; Pintail Basin: WMA 
Hamilton Co; Platte River SP: Cass Co; Ponca SP: Dixon Co; Rakes Creek 
Area: WMA Cass Co; Redington Canyon: 7 miles s of Redington Morrill Co; 
Rock Creek L: SRA Dundy Co; (Lillian Annette) Rowe Sanctuary: Kearney 
Co; Schilling Refuge: WMA Cass Co; Schramm Park: SRA Sarpy Co; 
Sinninger Lagoon: WPA York Co; Sowbelly Canyon: Sioux Co; Spring 
Creek Prairie: Lancaster Co; Standing Bear L: Omaha; Swanson Res: 
SRA/WMA Hitchcock Co; Trecy's Slough: Dakota Co; Valentine NWR: Cherry 
Co; Walnut Creek L: Sarpy Co; Wehrspann L: Sarpy Co; West Ash Canyon: 
Dawes Co; Whitefront Basin: WPA, Clay Co; Wildcat Hills: escarpment of 
Ponderoa Pine habitat in Scotts Bluff, Banner, and Morrill Cos; Wild Rose Ranch: 
Kearney Co; Wilkins Basin: WPA Fillmore Co; Willow Creek L: SRA Pierce Co; 
Winters Creek L: part of NPNWR; Wolf L: Saunders Co; Wood Duck Area: 
WMA Stanton Co; Yellowbanks Area: WMA, Madison Co. 

OBSERVERS 


Laurel Badura (LB), Kearney; Roland Barth (RB), Omaha; Marjorie Birkmann 
(MBi), Talmage; Jeff Bouton (JB), Port Charlotte, FL; Mark Brogie (MB), 
Creighton; Linda R. Brown (LRB), Lincoln; Stephen J. Dinsmore (SJD), Fort 
Collins, CO; Larry Einemann (LE), Lincoln; David C. Ely (DCE); Carol Falk (CF), 
Nebraska City; Laurence Falk (LF), Nebraska City; Kent Fiala (KF), Raleigh, NC; 
Joe Fontaine (JFo), Fort Collins, CO; Jim Fuller (JF), Iowa City, IA; Ruth Green 
(RG), Bellevue; Joe Gubanyi (JG), Seward; Carolyn Hall (CH), Bassett; John W. 
Hall (JWH), Omaha; Robin Harding (RH), Gibbon; Dave Heidt (DH), Norfolk; Elsie 
Helzer (EHe), Hastings; Susan J. Herrick (SJH), Lincoln; Thomas Hoffman (TH), 
Omaha; Glen Hoge (GH), Alma; Wanda Hoge (WH), Alma; Gregg Hoover (GHo), 
North Platte; Bill F. Huser (BFH), South Sioux City; Todd Jensen (T J), Rapid City, 
SD; Paul Johnsgard (PJ), Lincoln; Clyde E. Johnson (CEJ), Omaha; Jan Johnson 
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(JJ), Wakefield; Joel G. Jorgensen (JGJ), Blair; Joey Kellner (JKe), Littleton, 
CO; Alice Kenitz (AK), Gering; Clem N. Klaphake (CNK), Bellevue; Lucy Koenig 
(LK), Scottsbluff; Nicholas Komar (NK), Fort Collins, CO; Raymond Korpi (RK), 
Vancouver, WA; Jim Kovanda (JK), Omaha; Sandy Kovanda (SK), Omaha; Thomas 
E. Labedz (TEL), Lincoln; Jim Meyer (JM), Grand Island; Wayne Mollhoff (WM), 
Lincoln; Mark Orsag (MO), Crete; Babs Padelford (BP), Bellevue; Loren Padelford 
(LP), Bellevue; Don Paseka (DP), Ames; Janis Paseka (JP), Ames; Brandon K. 
Percival (BKP), Pueblo West, CO; Suzi Plooster (SP), Boulder, CO; Kevin Poague 
(KP), Lincoln; Jerry Probst (JPr), Sioux City, IA; Neva Pruess (NP), Lincoln; 
Lanny Randolph (LR), Gibbon; Neal Ratzlaff (NR), Omaha; Dave Rintoul (DR), 
Manhattan, KS; Alan Risor (ARi), Wisner; Lynette Risor (LRi), Wisner; David 
Sarkozi (DS), Houston, TX; W. Ross Silcock (WRS), Tabor, IA; John Sullivan (JS), 
Lincoln; David L. Swanson (DLS), Vermillion, SD; Paul Tebbel (PT), Kearney; 
Jerry Toll (JT), Omaha; John Tumasonis (JTu), Lafayette, CO; Mark Urwiller 
(MU), Kearney; Moni Usasz (MUs), Lincoln; Alan Versaw (AV), Colorado Springs, 
CO; Patrice Wallace (PW), Omaha; Don Weiss (DWe), Olathe, KS; Dave Williams 
(DW), Lawrence, KS; Randall D. Williams (RDW), Sioux City, IA; Suzanne Winckler 
(SW), Paradise Valley, AZ. 


SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Red-throated Loon : One molting into alternate plumage at LM was documented 
on 16 May (SJD). This sighting will likely be only the 3rd spring record for NE; 
the 2nd occurred at the same location last year. 

Pacific Loon : A single bird in basic plumage was a good find at L Ogallala 
between 12 and 16 May (SJD, DCE, JFO, m.ob.). 

Common Loon : The first reported were 2 at LM/L Ogallala on 28 March (SJD). 
The high count totaled 8 at LM/L Ogallala on 24 April (SJD). Rare on RWB marshes, 
a basic-plumaged bird appeared at Pintail Basin on 2 May (JGJ). 

Pied-billed Grebe: Routine reports. 

Horned Grebe: Quite early was a single spotted at LM on 8 March (SJD). An 
excellent count was 47 reported at LM on 28 March (SJD). 

Eared Grebe : The earliest reported were 4 at CLNWR on 28 March (SJD), and a 
record high spring count was 450 there on 12 May (SJD). Late in the south were 
the 2 seen at HCR on 27 May (GH, WH). 

Western Grebe : The first arrivals were the very early 107 birds seen at LM on 
28 March (SJD). The high count was 5000+ at LM on 12 May (SJD). Rare in the 
RWB, the 7 reported at Harvard Marsh, plus singles at both Kissinger Basin and 
Ayr L, on 24 April (JGJ) came as a surprise. The farthest east were 3 seen at PL 
on 8 May (JS) % 

Clark's Grebe : A single was spotted at LM on 28 March (SJD), the 2nd earliest 
ever. And five appeared there on 12 May (SJD, DCE, JFo) and 4 on 18 May (BP, 
LP). 

American White Pelican : The high counts were 700 at LM on both 27 March 
(SJD) and on 1 May (SJD). 

Double-crested Cormorant: Up to 200 were reported at HCR on 27 May; 
however, no nesting activity was observed (GH, WH) at this location, where 
nesting has taken place in recent years. 
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^orjcap Bittern: Up to 11 single birds were found in the eastern third of the 
state this spring, the species' best showing there in recent memory. The high 
count totaled 2 birds at CLNWR on 12 May (SJD, DCE, JFo) and 2 at North Lake 
Basin on 23 April (JG). 

pittern: None reported. 

Blue Heron : A relatively new breeding colony, which is increasing in 
size, contained 23 birds and 14 nests at Oliver Res on 4 April (SJD). 

Faret : The earliest were 4 spotted at Pintail Basin on 3 April (JGJ). The 
high count was 11 at Hastings Basin on 1 May (JGJ). The farthest west was a 
single seen at Kiowa Springs on 18 May (BP, LP). 

grpyfY Faret : The 2 reported at HCR on 23 April (BP, LP, GH, WH) and 8 May 
(GH, WH); the 2 at Harvard Marsh on 1 May (JGJ); and the 1 to 2 at Kissinger 
Basin between 14 and 16 May (JGJ, mob) account for all the reports for this rare 
to uncommon migrant. 

j jftifl Blue Heron : Total reports for this rare migrant in spring included a single 
spotted at Trecy's Slough on 21 April (BFH), a loner seen near the Gibbon 1-80 exit 
on 7 May (LR, RH), and 1 to 3 adults noted at Cracker Barrel Marsh, Lincoln, 
between 8 and 15 May (JS, mob). 

Egret : The high count was 40 at Pintail Basin on 2 May (JGJ). The 
farthest west were 4 reported in northwestern Garden Co on 1 May (SJD). 

Heron : At the western edge of the species' range were 2 noted at LM on 
12 May (SJD). 

plack-crowned Niaht-Heron: An excellent high count was 47 at Kissinger 
Basin on 24 Apr (JGJ). 

Yellow-crowned Niaht-Heron : Rare anytime, an adult was discovered at 
Cracker Barrel Marsh, Lincoln, on 31 May (JS). 

filossv Ibis : An adult in alternate plumage was identified tn a flock of 28 
White-faced Ibis that gathered at Wilkins Basin on 24 April (JGJ). If NOURC accepts 
the documentation, this sighting will be a 1st state record. This species is very 
difficult to identify unless it is in high-spring plumage. 

White-faced Ibis : This species made an excellent showing in the state this 
spring. The earliest reported were 7 in the eastern RWB on 18 April (JGJ). The 
high counts included 28 observed at Wilkins Basin on 24 Apr (JGJ) and 27 seen at 
Oliver Res on 1 May (SJD). The farthest east were a single at Trecy's Slough 
from 20 to 24 April (BFH) and 4 at Cracker Barrel Marsh, Lincoln, on 8 May (JS). 
Tardy were 3 spotted at Goehner Basin on 29 May (JGJ). 

Turkey Vulture ; The earliest reported included singles at Nebraska City (LF, 
CF), Lewellen (SJD), and CCM (SJD) on 27 March. The high count was 18 in 
northeastern Chase Co on 30 May (LR, RH). 

Greater White-fronted Goose: Late birds included 2 to 5 spotted at FL 
between 14 and 16 May (SJD, BP, LP), 2 at Ayr L throughout May (JGJ, SJD, BP, 
LP), and a single at Harvard Marsh throughout May (JGJ). 

Snow Goos?: The typical huge numbers gathered in central NE in March. Many 
remained in the RWB into May, too many to mention all. 

Ross's Goosf The best count, and a bit late, were 60 reported at LM on 24 April 
(SJD) 

Canada Late migrants were the 1 to 2 individuals of small subspecies 

seen at FL on 13 and 16 May (SJD) and a single small bird identified at Harvard 
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Marsh on 14 May (SJD). Any birds of the small races are in all likelihood migrants 
in NE; residents are of large races. 

Tundra Swan: Rare in spring, a single was reported at PL on 4 April (JS). 

Wood Duck: Routine reports. 

G.a.4w.aLI; Routine reports. 

American Wiaeon: The high count was 450 at NPNWR on 6 April (LK). 

American Black Duck : A drake (details provided) was identified at Winters 
Creek L on 27 March (SJD). This sighting represents the 8th Panhandle report, the 
4th in spring. The only other report this spring (details also provided) was of a 
single at Niobrara Marsh from 6 to 20 March (MBr, JGJ, BFH). 

Mallard: The high count tallied 15,125 at NPNWR on 10 March (LK). 

Blue-winged Teal: Routine reports. 

Cinnamon Teal: This species went unreported in the far east and was more 
difficult than usual to find in the eastern RWB (JGJ). The earliest spotted were 2 
at FL on 11 March (GH, WH), a very early date. A record high count was 16 at 
Kiowa Springs on 19 April (SJD). 

Northern Shoveler: The high count was 500 at FL on 6 March (LR, RH). 
Northern Pintail : A superb high count was the 12,000 observed at FL on 6 
March (LR, RH). 

Green-winged Teal: The high counts-perhaps underscoring the timing of the 
species' peak late March movement through the state-were 1,800 at Kissinger 
Basin on 28 March (JGJ) and 1,200 at LM on 27 March (SJD). 

Canvasback: An excellent count was the 400 noted at HCR on 12 March (LR, RH). 
A single drake identified at Hartford Sandpit, northwest of Fremont, on 12 May 
(JP, DP) was rather late. 

Redhead: The high count was 2750 at NPNWR on 10 March (LK). Typical of this 
species propensity to appear well south of the breeding range in late May were 2 
reported at Alma SL on 27 May (GH, WH), although this sighting represents the 2nd 
latest away from a known breeding location. 

Ring-necked Duck: The high count totaled 312 at Kissinger Basin on 28 March 
(JGJ). Unusually late were singles discovered at FL on 22 May (LR, RH) and Ayr L 
on 27 May (JGJ). 

Greater Scaup: Good high counts, 22 and 21, came from L Ogallala on 8 and 28 
March (SJD) respectively. A late bird appeared there on 24 April (SJD, BP, LP). 
Another group of 11 were noted at Winters Creek L on 27 March (SJD). Rather late 
(but with details provided) were 2 reported at FL on 1 May (LR, RH). 

Lesser Scaup : The high count was 213 at L Ogallala on 1 May (SJD). Late were 
the 4 birds reported in Clay Co on 29 May (JGJ). 

Old sou aw: Rare in spring, an unusual number were reported: a single was 
observed at L Ogallala on 8 March (SJD), 2 were spotted at Walnut Creek L between 
2 and 5 April (BP, LP), and 2 immatures were noted at L Ogallala on 24 April 
(SJD, BP, LP), the latter a very late date. 

Bufflehead: The high count was 229 at L Ogallala on 24 April (SJD). The last to 
leave were the 14 there on 16 May (SJD). 

Common Goldeneye: Late was a group of 6 observed at L Ogallala on 12 May 
(SJD) and a single spotted there on 19 May (BP, LP), the latter a very late date. 
Hooded Merganser : Five female immature types were found in late May in the 
east, most in the RWB. Birds in this plumage, and only in this plumage, have been 
showing up in late May to June for the past several years, and there clearly 
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appears to be a pattern. If these birds were indeed adult females would they not be 
associated with prime breeding habitat (wooded streams, etc)? Many of these 
birds are, however, found on prairie wetlands and are more likely non-breeding 
first-year males and/or females. Perhaps they are forced out of breeding areas to 
the east and disperse westward during the prime breeding season, 
fl ^ - frreasted Merganser : The earliest reported were 2 at Cunningham L on 7 
March (JGJ). Late was a female spotted at L Ogallala on 13 May (SJD). 
j^/^fpon Merganse r: May reports included 5 at L Ogallala on 13 May (SJD) and 
2 at Oliver Res on 17 May (SJD). 

Duck: Routine reports. 

n^prev: The earliest spotted was a single at FF on 11 April (BP, LP). The high 
count totaled only 2, at HCR on 24 April (GH, WH). 

icgjqsinni Kite : The only reports were of a single adult seen at Ogallala on 16 
May (SJD) and 2 noticed there on 19 May (LP, BP). 
p^jd Faale: Routine reports. 

^nftherp Harrier: A good sum was 10 seen in southwestern Kimball Co on 4 
April (SJD). 

frfrf^p-shmned Hawk : This species is very rare as a breeder in the state, and 
therefore of special interest was a single observed regularly in display flight near 
Alma from 1 2 to 29 April (GH, WH). 

Upper's Hawk : Routine reports. 

Red-shouldered Hawk : The only report was of a single spotted at FF on 7 April 
(BP, LP). 

ftroad-winoed Hawk: The high count was 3 in Dodge Co on 3 April (JP, DP), a 
rather early date. Farthest west was a single observed at Streeter Park, Aurora, 
on 7 May (JGJ). 

Swainson's Hawk : The high count was 24 at Whitefront Basin on 24 Apr (JGJ). 
Red-tailed Hawk: Routine reports. 

Ferruginous Hawk : Very far east was a single seen at North Lake Basin on 20 
March (JG). Nesting reports are always welcome. A pair and a possible nest were 
found in southwestern Cheyenne Co on 28 March (SJD). A single and a nest were 
also reported south of Antioch on 1 May (SJD). 

Rough-legged Hawk : As many as 8 were observed in southwestern Kimball Co 
on 4 April (SJD), and 2 remained there until 17 April (SJD). 

Golden Eagle ; A pair and a nest were found in southeastern Kimball Co on 28 
March (SJD). 

American Kestrel: Perhaps underscoring peak migration period were the 29 
counted at Harvard Marsh on 24 April (JGJ). 

Merlin: Ten reports were received, all in the period from 9 March to 11 May 
(SJD). Seven of the 11 spotted were found at LM and points to the west, all of the 
prairie subspecies, richarsonii (SJD). 

Rrairie falcon : The farthest east was a single observed near Gibbon on 9 March 
(SJD). A pair performed courtship flights at Scotts Bluff NM on 27 March (SJD). 
Peregri ne Falcon: A whopping 25 were reported in the period between 17 April 
(JGJ) and 17 May (BP, LP), 16 of the 25 in the RWB. 

Gray Pa rtridge: A single was found northwest of Fremont on 29 March (JP, DP). 
Bing-necked Pheasant: Routine reports. 

Greater Prairie- Chicken: Routine reports. 
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Sharp-tailed Grouse : Reports from the southern Panhandle, where the species 
is not especially numerous but appears to be establishing itself, included 5 in 
western Banner Co on 17 April (SJD); 3 in northwestern Kimball Co on 17 April 
(SJD); and 1 in central Banner Co on 14 April (SJD). 

Wild Turkey: Routine reports. 

Northern Bobwhite: At West Lawn Cemetery, Gering, 2 were found on both 19 
April (SJD, RK, DCE) and 12 May (SJD, DCE, JFo). 

Yellow Rail : Several "possible" birds were reported from Dodge Co on 16 May 
(DP). Reporting "possible" Yellow Rails has limited value record-wise, but it is of 
much interest for those searching for the species in the state. Yellow Rail is 
perhaps the toughest (presumably) regular species to find in the state. Very few 
good records exist, and there are certainly more questions than answers regarding 
that status of this species in NE. 

Virginia Rail : Early were 2 observed at Oliver Res on 16 May (SJD). The high 
count was 3 at a small marsh just north of L Ogallala on 24 April (BP, LP). 

Sora: Routine reports. 

American Coot : The high counts totaled 1400 at FL on 18 April (LR, RH) and 800 
at NPNWR on 19 April (LK). 

Sandhill Crane : Breeding was detected in the eastern RWB this spring for tha 
first time in NE this century. Two adults tending 2 chicks were found on 29 May 
(JGJ, GJ) at Harvard Marsh. Adults had been observed on and off in the eastern 
RWB between May and August for the past 4 years; and it now appears that family 
groups found in August of both 1996 and 1998 in Clay Co (JGJ) almost certainly 
involved local breeding. The nearest known breeding location is eastern Iowa, 
nearly 600 miles away, although breeding was attempted in central Missouri in 
1996 (Joe Lloyd, fide JGJ). 

Whooping Crane: None reported. 

Common Crane : A cooperative, but at times difficult to find, adult was seen in 
Kearney Co, approximately 10 miles south of the 1-80 Gibbon exit between 6 and 
26 March (Tammy Ver Cauteren, mob). This sighting represents the fifth record 
for NE—the previous 4 coming in the period from 16 March to 1 April-and about 
the 12th for North America. This bird shared a pale plumage with a bird found last 
fall in Delta Junction, Alaska, and is very likely the same bird. 

Black-bellied Plover : The earliest noted was a single at HCR 20 on April (GH, 
WH). The high counts included 66 in Dodge Co on 21 May (JP, DP), 38 in the 
eastern RWB on 15 May (JGJ), and 33 at Kissinger Basin on 14 May (SJD). 
.American Golden-Plover: The earliest spotted was a single at Sinninger Lagoon 
on 3 April (JGJ). The high count was 104 in the eastern RWB on 1 May (JGJ). The 
57 at Trecy's Slough on 1 May (BFH) represents another good count, perhaps the 
best away from the RWB in recent memory. 

Snowv Plover : Singles were found (and documented) at Wilkins Basin on 8 May 
(LP, BP) and North Harvard Basin on 30 May (JGJ). Another single observed at FL 
on 13 May (SJD) was joined by a second bird the following day. This species has 
been found in the RWB each year since 1993 and is no doubt a regular spring 
visitor. 

Semipalmated Plover : The earliest were 3 reported at HCR on 10 April (GH, 
WH). The rather low high count was the 23 observed at LM on 1 May (SJD). 

Piping Plover : Intriguing was the discovery of a pair seen courting and digging 
nest scrapes at Swanson Res on 13 May (SJD). As this species is not known to 
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breed in the Republican R drainage, these birds may have transferred from the 
Platte R or LM; the latter has experienced high water during the last several years 
and thus limited habitat. 
i^j H^eer: Routine reports. 

fci r ..n^ aiJ i Plover : Up to 6 were found in southwestern Kimball Co on 4 April 
(SJD), and 5 remained there on 17 April (SJD). A nest with 3 eggs was also 
monitored between 11 and 17 May (SJD, JFo). 

piffl e-necked Stilt : Likely breeders were the pair spotted west of Lakeside on 
1 May (SJD). Easterly migrants appeared below HCR between 21 and 23 April (GH, 
WH) and at Kissinger Basin on 20 May (JGJ). 

A frican Avocet : The earliest was a single reported at CLNWR on 28 March 
(SJD). And the high counts totaled a spring record 151 at LM on 24 April (SJD), 
120 at HCR on 23 April (BP, LP) and 75 at Ayr L on 24 April (JGJ). 
filter Yellowleas: Quite early was a single spotted at Niobrara Marsh on 6 
March (JGJ, MBr). The high count was 152 in the eastern RWB on 3 April (JGJ). 
j Yellowleas : The earliest were 6 found in the eastern RWB on 28 March 

(JGJ). And the high count was 454 in the eastern RWB between 17 and 18 April 
(JGJ). 

Q^fitarv Sandpiper: Fewer birds than usual were reported. 

Willet: The earliest was a single sighted in Clay Co on 11 April (JGJ). The high 
counts were 87 in the eastern RWB on 24 April (JGJ), 51 at HCR on 23 April (BP, 
LP), 50 at North Lake Basin on 23 April (JG), and 28 at LM on 24 April (SJD). Late 
were the 2 seen at Harvard Marsh on 23 May (JGJ) and the 4 reported at HCR on 
27 May (GH, WH). 

knotted Sandpiper: The high count was 19 recorded at LM on 12 May (SJD). 
llnland Sandpiper : The earliest was a single spotted in Clay Co on 18 April 
(JGJ). And the high count was 4 north of Keystone L on 12 May (SJD, DCE, JFo). 
Whimbrel: AH reports, as usual, occurred in a narrow window, this year from 
12 to 18 May: 3 were seen at Oliver Res on 12 May (JFo, SJD, DCE); 1 was 
discovered at Swanson Res on 13 May (SJD); 11 were sighted at Harvard Marsh on 
15 May (JGJ), and a single was discovered at LM on 18 May (BP, LP). 

Long-billed Curlew: Pairs seen in southwestern Kimball Co and southwestern 
Scotts Bluff Co on 17 April (SJD) were in an area were the species is not known to 
breed, but at a time when breeding could be underway. The 15 noted at HCR on 3 
May (GH, WH) were surprisingly late for migrants. 

Hudsonian Godwit: Poor numbers were reported this spring. The high count was 
25 near Bruning Dam on 14 May (SJD, JGJ). The last to leave was a single seen at 
Sinninger Lagoon on 30 May (JGJ). 

Marbled Godwit: Excellent high counts were 134 in Keith Co on 24 April (SJD) 
and 50 at HCR on 5 May (GH, WH). 

Ruddv Turnstone : The high count was an excellent 18 reported at Sinninger 
Lagoon oh 8 May (BP, LP). Five other singles were found in eastern NE between 3 
and 22 May. 

Red Knot: Amazing was the 27 documented at Ayr L on 20 May (JGJ). There are 
only 2 previous documented spring records. 

Sanderling: The high counts were 37 at LM on 12 May (SJD) and 30 at Swanson 
Res on 13 May (SJD). 

Remipalmated S andpiper : Numbers were low this spring. The high counts 
were 326 at FL on 13 May (SJD) and 200 at Sinninger Lagoon on 8 May (BP, LP). 
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Western Sandpiper: Rather uncommon in spring, singles were found at LM 
(SJD) and Sinninger Lagoon (JGJ) on 1 May and at FL on 13 May (SJD). 

Least Sandpiper : The high counts were 300 at Johnson Basin on 1 May (LR, RH), 
187 in the eastern RWB on 1 May, and 59 at LM on 24 April (SJD, BP, LP). 
White-rumoed Sandpiper : The earliest were 2 reported in Clay Co on 24 April 
(JGJ), and the high count was 2,816 in the eastern RWB on 30 May (JGJ). 

Baird's Sandpiper: The first reported were 104 in the eastern RWB (JGJ) and a 
single at CCM (SJD) on 28 March. The high counts were 506 in the eastern RWB on 
11 April (JGJ) and 200 at LM on 24 April (SJD, BP, LP). 

Pectoral Sandpiper : The earliest were 11 spotted in the eastern RWB on 28 
March (JGJ); and the high count was 182 there on 1 May (JGJ). 

Dunlin: The earliest was a single seen at Freeman L on 3 April (JGJ). The high 
counts were 22 at Ayr L and 11 at Harvard Marsh, both on 8 May (BP, LP). Rare 
in the west, a single was found at LM on 24 April (SJD, BP, LP). 

Stilt Sandpiper : The earliest were 2 spotted at LM (SJD) and a single reported 
at Kissinger Basin on 24 April (JGJ). The high counts were 605 in the eastern RWB 
on 20 May (JGJ) and 277 at FL on 13 May (SJD). 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: A total of 366 were found this spring, all but one in 
the eastern RWB. The exception was a single spotted in Dodge Co on 14 May (JP, 
DP). The high count was 139 in the eastern RWB between 6 and 7 May (JGJ). 
Short-billed Dowitcher : A total of 57 were found in the state and in the 
eastern RWB this spring, all in the period between 6 and 24 May. The best counts 
were 18 at Sinninger Lagoon on 20 May (JGJ) and 10 near Denman, Buffalo Co, on 
8 May (LR, RH). 

Long-billed Dowitcher : The earliest were 20 spotted in the eastern RWB on 28 
March (JGJ). The best count was 1,363 in the eastern RWB between 1 and 2 May 
(JGJ). Late were the 3 noted in Clay Co on 30 May (JGJ). 

Common Snipe: The high count was 87 in the eastern RWB on 3 May (JGJ). The 4 
seen at Valentine NWR on 29 May (JTu) were likely breeders. 

American Woodcock: A single was noted at ADF on 8 March (LF, CF). 

Wilson's Phalarooe: The earliest was a single found in Clay Co on 17 April 
(JGJ). The high counts were 1,534 at L Ogallala on 1 May (SJD) and 939 in the 
Lakeside-Antioch area the same day (SJD). 

Red-necked Phalarooe: The earliest were 2 in the eastern RWB on 6 May (JGJ). 
And the high count was 9 at L Ogallala on 12 May (SJD). 

Franklin's Gull : The earliest was a single reported at Cunningham L on 7 March 
(JGJ). The high count was 800 at LM on 1 May (SJD). 

Bonaparte's Gull : The earliest was a single spotted at LM on 27 March (SJD). 
The high count was 277 at LM on 24 April (SJD, BP, LP). 

Rina-billed Gull: The high count was 2,400 at L Minatare on 7 March (SJD). 
California Gull: The only reports were of a single seen at Johnson L on 9 March 
(SJD), 3 to 4 spotted at LM between 13 and 16 May (SJD), and a 2nd winter bird 
noted far to the east at Kiwanis Park, Omaha, on 18 April (WRS), the 4th record 
for eastern NE. 

Herring Gull: Up to 270 remained at Johnson L until 9 March where as many as 
1,000 were found in February (LR, RH, JGJ). A single first-year was a rare find 
for the location, Harvard Marsh, on 11 April (JGJ). Late were both the 4 spotted 
at Swanson Res on 13 May (SJD) and the 2 sighted at LM on 16 May (SJD, BP, LP). 
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Thayeil§«fiilil : Up to 5 were seen at L Ogallala on 8 March (SJD), and a single 
first-year bird was noted at LM on 27 March (SJD). 

. e S sei pfflfifc-backed Gull : A single 4th-basic bird was reported at L Ogallala 
on 8 March (SJD). 

Gull: The small adult found at LM in February remained until 28 March; 
there was some speculation (WRS, who else?) that this might have been an 
individual of the small race barrovianus, but it had a yellow (rather than 
reddish-purple) orbital ring (SJD and his high-powered scope). Another first-year 
bird was discovered at Johnson L on 9 March (SJD). 

Tern : Few were reported. And the best count was 2 at Oliver Res on 1 
May (SJD). 

Tern : All reports are as follows: a single spotted at Oliver Res on 1 
May (SJD); 4 with 60 Forster's Terns at HCR on 6 May (GH, WH); 2 at Ayr L on 15 
May (JPr, JGJ); and a single seen at North Harvard Basin on 24 May (JGJ). 
p of-cfgr^s Tern : The high counts Included 60 at HCR on 6 May (GH, WH) and 44 at 
LM on 24 April (SJD). 

I Aflgt Tern : Rare away from either breeding areas or major watercourses, a 
single was seen at a pond 5 miles southeast of Seward on 18 May (JG). 
piflrk Tern: The high counts totaled 700 at L Ogallala on 16 May (SJD) and 300 at 
North Platte SL the same day (SJD). 
pnr.k Dove: Routine reports. 

yyhite-winged Dove: The one that appeared in a Creighton yard from 22 to 27 
April (MB) marks only the state’s 6th report, 4th documented. The prior record 
was still hanging around Kearney, having being seen from 8 July 1998 through at 
least 21 May this spring (fide LR, RH). 

Mourning Dove : the earliest in the west were 2 seen south of Gering on 4 April 
(AK); most leave that area for the winter. 

Ringed Turtle-Dove : The one spotted at Cody Park, North Platte, on 29 May 
probably escaped from the "menagerie" there (JTu). 

Black-billed Cuckoo: Normally a late arriver, the first was rather early at 
Wood Duck Area on 12 May (DH), followed by one noted at FF on 20 May (BP, LP) 
with singles seen at Neale Woods (B) and Basswood Ridge (BFH) the next day. 
Reports of this species have been few in recent years; only 5 were reported this 
season. 

yellow-billed Cuckoo: As with the previous species, one beat the bunch by 
several days; this time one was spotted at Lange Basin on 1 May (JGJ). Next were 
singles sighted at Oak Glen Area on 10 May (JG) and Geneva Cem on 14 May (JGJ). 
The best count was 16 at ICSP on 23 May (WRS). None was reported from the 
Panhandle. 

Barn Owl: The earliest were 2 reported north of Minden on 20 March (RG), 
followed by one discovered at a traditional nest site north of CCM on 27 March 
(SJD). One was also spotted at a possible road cut nest site in southwestern Garden 
Coon 1 7 May (SJD). 

Eastern Screech-Owl: Routine reports. 

Great H orned Owl : Nests with young were reported in the period from 2 to 24 
April (JJ, GH, WH); 2 young with primaries emerging were seen in a nest near 
Redington on 24 April (WM). 

Burrowing Qyy|- jh e earliest were a single reported at Facus Springs on 27 
March (SJD) and 2 found in southern Cheyenne Co the next day (SJD). An amazing 
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count was 41 in southwestern Scotts Bluff Co on 19 April (SJD). Five nests were 
located on 8 May at Fort Niobrara NWR (fide CH), along with a single noted in Keith 
Co on 12 May (SJD), the only reports from east of the Panhandle. 

Barred Owl: Farthest to the west were one seen at BOL on 21 March (B) and a 
juvenile found at Wilderness Park, Lincoln, on 15 May (LE). 

Long-eared Qwl : Observers should follow up on April or later sightings to see if 
nesting takes place. Examples included singles reported at Conestoga L on 8 April 
and 8 May (JS, B) and one spotted at CLNWR on 1 May (SJD). The two reported at 
BOL on 21 March (B) were probably wintering there, but nesting sometimes occurs 
in the vicinity of winter roosts. Most presumed wintering birds depart by April. 
Short-eared Qwl : The earliest was one seen in Kimball Co on 14 March (NK). 
Another was reported as far northeast as the Creighton area on 21 March (B)~a 
record count was 9 there on 21 March (B). Non-wintering birds return in March, 
and eggs are laid in April. One noted in Clay Co on 12 May (GH, WH) was likely 
nesting nearby. 

Northern Saw-whet Owl: An exciting report was of one singing at 2:30 a.m. on 
21 May at the West Ash Canyon campground (WM). While this species is known to 
summer in the Pine Ridge, there are as yet no confirmed records of breeding. 
Common Niahthawk : The earliest was one sighted at Papillion on 4 May, 
followed by singles spotted at South Sioux City (BFH) and Fremont (DP, JP) on 12 
May. The earliest in the west was one seen south of Benkelman on 13 May (SJD). 
No concentrations were reported. 

Common Poorwill: The earliest were 2 discovered at Ash Hollow SHP on 12 May 
(SJD). Two had returned to last year's nest site in West Ash Canyon on 23 May 
(WM), and 4 were spotted at NNF, Halsey, by 31 May (JS). 

Chuck-will's-widow: Singles had returned to edge-of-range outposts at Wolf L 
on 7 May (fide TH), a rather early date, and north of Willis on 12 May (BFH). 
These birds are now hard to find at former locations nearer the core of their NE 
range in the mid and lower Missouri Valley where encroaching housing 
developments occur. 

Whip-poor-will: The first noted were 7, also the best count, spotted in 
southeastern Otoe Co on 25 April (LB). Northwesterly reports were of 3 seen north 
of Willis on 12 May (BFH), 2 reported at Yellowbanks Area on 24 May (DH), and one 
seen at Oak Glen Area on 10 May (JG). The latter two suggest that this species 
occurs some distance westward, at least as a migrant. It is a fairly common 
breeder in the central Niobrara Valley. 

Chimney Swift: The first were 6 reported at Alma on 20 April (GH, WH). The 
best count was 20 at UNK (LR, RH). This species occurs statewide in towns and 
cities; 3 were also reported at Gering on 2 May (AK). 

White-throated Swift : The earliest was record early at Scottsbluff NM on 17 
April, with numbers building there to 14 on 19 April and 30 on 12 May (SJD). At 
least one was reported at West Ash Canyon on 23 May; nesting was thought not to 
have started (WM). Another easterly report was of one spotted in the Courthouse 
and Jailhouse Rocks area of Morrill Co on 30 May (AV). Reports are few east of 
Scottsbluff Co in the North Platte Valley. 

Rubv-throated Hummingbird: The earliest was sighted at an Omaha feeder 
between 30 April and 1 May (B), followed by one spotted in Keya Paha Co on 9 May 
(CH), the latter the furthest west reported this spring. 

Belted Kingfisher. Routine reports. 
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. r w i? >s W nQdpec ^ er : Although rarely reported in spring, there were 2 
sightings: a single was found 5 miles west of Bushnell on 20 May (KF), a rare 
sighting away from Ponderosa Pine habitat, and "a pair" was seen in West Ash 
Canyon on 23 May (WM). In recent years most reports have come from the Pine 
Ridge. 

j> ^-frftadpd Woodpecker : Recently this species has been reported less often. 
Comments from observers on numbers in their areas would be of interest. Larry 
Einemann noted that they were scarce during the spring period in Lancaster Co, and 
I found few this spring in FF, whereas starlings were ubiquitous. Is there a 
cause-and-effect here? The earliest was one noted at Alma on 24 April (GH, WH). 
j j oH-frftlliftd Woodpecker : A good count was 18 tallied in southeastern Otoe Co 
on 25 April (LB). An interesting westerly breeding report was of 2 feeding young in 
a nest hole in Chase Co on 30 May (LR, RH). The species has spread westward in the 
Republican Valley rather recently, reaching Colorado in the 1960's as a breeder. 
Yellow-bellied Saosucker : The only report was of one discovered in the 
observers' Bellevue yard on 12 April (BP, LP). This species moves through eastern 
NE in low numbers. 

pn^nv Woodpecker: Routine Reports. 
pairv Woodpecker: Routine Reports. 

Northern Flicker : The latest "red-shafted" flicker in the east was reported at 
ADF on 13 April (LF, CF). Spring flickers in the Panhandle are a very mixed bag: 
the 3 birds seen south of Gering on 6 April included one with very yellow shafts, 
one pale reddish, and one very orange (AK), while it was noted that at the end of 
May "red-shafted" birds tended to be in pines and "yellow-shafted" birds in 
deciduous habitat (JTu). Most summering flickers in the Panhandle tend to be 
"salmon-shafted" introgressants. 

Pileated Woodpecker : After a few scattered reports in the last few years from 
FF, this year described a bonanza. Following a January sighting (JK, SK), one was 
seen from the new blind at Great Marsh on 7 April (PW), and "suspicious 
drumming" was heard in the same area on 18 April (JT). Then, on 25 April, a 
surprising 3 to 4 birds were located, 1 to 2 to the east of Hidden Lake and 2 just 
north of the deer enclosure on North Stream Trail (WRS). All birds seen were 
territorial in their actions (WRS), but it soon became clear that a mated pair on 
North Stream Trail was beginning to nest (CNK, RB, m.ob.). The birds were 
carefully observed on 25 April defending a nest hole from Wood Ducks (CNK), 
excavating on 2 May (JT), and copulating on 4 May (BFH). This report marks the 
first documented NE nesting; prior to 1895, nesting was "not uncommon" in the 
lower Missouri Valley, and the bird "probably used to breed," but no nesting had 
been reported (Bruner et al, 1904: Birds of Nebraska) . 

Alive-sided Flycatcher : The earliest was found at Elmwood Park, Omaha, on 1 
May (CEJ), a very early date, and singles were sighted there on 8 and 9 May 
(CEJ). No others were noted until singles appeared at Ponca SP (JJ), Spring Creek 
Prairie (R), Schramm Park (JS), and BOL (LE) on 1 6 May. The last reported were 
singles found at Ponca SP on 28 May (JJ) and Elmwood Park on 30 May (CEJ). None 
was reported west of BOL. 

Western Wood-Pewee : The earliest was one seen at Rock Creek L on 13 May 
(SJD), also the easternmost reported. The others reported were in breeding habitat 
in the Panhandle (JTu, AK). 
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Eastern Wood-Pewee: The earliest spotted was very early, at FF on 26 April 
(DP, JP, JG), followed by one found on 8 May at HCR (B). The best count was 8 at 
ICSP on 23 May (WRS). The farthest west reported, apart from the HCR bird, was 
one heard singing on River Trail at Fort Niobrara NWR on 30 May (JTu). 

Empidonax so. : Observers should provide identification details for any Empidonax 
flycatcher that is not a Least before 12 May or so, for early arrival dates for this 
group of species in NE are poorly documented. Equivocal sightings should be 
reported as "Empidonax sp." Into this category fell a single spotted at Oliver Res 
on 1 May-thought to be probably a Least (SJD); 2 seen at CLNWR on 2 May (SJD); 
and a single sighted at FF on 8 May thought not to be a Least based on its structure 
(bill size, primary extension, not large-headed) but possibly a Willow (WRS). 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher : 2 reports arrived of this regular but 
rarely-reported migrant. One was reported without details on the rather early date 
of 8 May in Pierce Co; the earliest documented NE record is 24 May, but there are 
other undocumented reports as early as 8 May. The earliest Iowa records, 
however, are May 4, 7, and 7 (Kent and Dinsmore, Birds in lowa l. The other was 
located at Twin Lakes Area, Seward Co, on 21 May (MO), a rather westerly 
location for this species. 

Ap a rt iJ. n.Fl y c a iCh . y : None reported. 

Alder Flycatcher : Only 4 were reported, the first at Schramm Park on 16 May 
(JS). Others were seen at Wehrspann L between 22 and 23 May (B) and Crystal 
Cove L on 26 May (BFH). 

Willow Flycatcher : The earliest reported was one spotted and identified by its 
"fitzbew" song in Dixon Co on 2 May, which ties the earliest record ever. Next 
were singles found in Clay Co on 12 May (GH, WH) and at FL on 16 May (MU). The 
best count was 4 tallied at Twin Lakes Area, Seward Co, on 21 May (MO). One was 
banded at Wehrspann L on 27 May (RG). 

Least Flycatcher : The earliest and about on time were a single seen near Gibbon 
on 1 May (LR, RH), 3 reported in Dixon Co on 2 May (JJ), and one located at FF also 
on 2 May (JT). The best counts totaled 15 at Twin Lakes Area, Seward Co, on 21 
May (MO) and 12 at FF on 6 May (DP, JP). The last reported were singles spotted 
in Dixon Co on 26 May (JJ) and at FF the same day (BP, LP). The only Panhandle 
report was of one found in Scotts Bluff Co on 8 May (AK), where it is a regular 
migrant. 

Hammond's FIvcatcher : This species may prove to be a regular Panhandle 
migrant in spring as well as in fall, as observations accumulate. A documented 
report arrived of one found at the Visitors' Center at Scotts Bluff NM between 11 
and on 12 May (SJD, Jfo, DCE). This sighting is the 2nd spring record for NE, the 
other a specimen collected in Lincoln on 14 May 1917 (UNSM ZM10559). This 
specimen, although not conclusively labelled as to its specific identity, is 
essentially identical in all structural respects, notably bill and primary extension, 
to an 11 September 1911 specimen (UNSM ZM10557) collected near Crawford 
(WRS, JGJ). 

Gray Flycatcher: A first state record, a bird observed at Oliver Res on 17 May, 
was documented (SJD, BP, LP). There is a late April specimen from southwest 
Kansas (Thompson and Ely, Birds in Kansas! , and there are 8 spring records for the 
northeastern Colorado plains, most close to the foothills, however (Andrews and 
Righter, Colorado Birds) . I suspect that the western empids which are likely to 
reach NE (Hammond's, Dusky, Gray) will prove to have been grossly 
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under-reported to date; for example, Tony Leukering (personal communication to 
WRS) found that as many as 55% of the empids he banded at Barr Lake in eastern 
Colorado (on the plains but near the foothills) after 20 August were Dusky 

Flycatchers. 

Flycatcher : None was reported. There are, in fact, no documented 
records for spring away from the known breeding locations. 
jr^ctfirn Phoebe: Very early, but not unprecedented, was one found at ADF on 13 
March (LF, CF), followed by one spotted in western Lancaster Co on 20 March (LE). 
The first in the west, where the species is less common, was one reported at 
CLNWR on 1 May (SJD). Of interest was a good total of 8 observed in northeastern 
Chase Co on 29 May (LR, RH). While it breeds statewide, the lowest density occurs 
in the southwest. 

phoebe ; The earliest included singles sighted in southwestern Cheyenne and 
southeastern Kimball Cos on 28 March (SJD). Easterly reports consisted of 3 birds 
seen north of Orleans on 11 April, which did not remain in the area (GH, WH), and, 
continuing an attempt to establish an easterly breeding outpost, one which was 
reported 3 miles west and 4.5 miles north of Wakefield between 30 and 31 May 
(JJ). Only one was found in Chase Co at the end of the period, whereas 8 Eastern 
Phoebes were counted (LR, RH), the opposite of what one would expect in that part 
of the state. 

fireat Crested Flycatcher : The earliest was one found at FF on 26 April (JG). 
In the west, one was spotted at L Ogallala on 12 May (SJD), and several were 
reported at Fort Robinson SP by the end of the period (JTu). This species has 
become a regular breeder in northwest NE since the first nestings in the early 
1960’s. 

Cassin’s Kingbird : Reports came from that intrepid wanderer of the Panhandle, 
SJD, who found one in Long Canyon on 11 May and 4 in southwestern Kimball Co on 
12 May; 2 were also spotted in Kimball Co on 17 May (BP, LP). 

Western Kingbird : Very early, surprisingly from the east and undocumented, 
but not unprecedented, was one observed in the Eppley Airfield, Omaha, area on 21 
April (B). Next were 3 reported at Oliver Res on 1 May (SJD). The best count was 
12 seen in southwestern Hall Co on 8 May (LR, RH). 

Eastern Kingbird : The arrival date for this species was clearly 1 May, when 1 
to 3 were reported from 6 different locations west to Long Pine (JWH, CH, LR, RH, 
JGJ, KP, LF, CF). The best count totaled 49 in Pierce Co on 8 May (fide DH). The 
only Panhandle report consisted of one seen south of Gering on 12 May (AK). 
Northern Shrike : the last to leave were singles observed in central NE on 3 
April (LB) and in southwestern Dixon Co on 2 April (JJ). 

Loggerhead Shrike : The earliest included singles found in southeastern Otoe Co 
on 23 March (LF, CF), Platte Co on 27 March (DH), and in southern Lancaster Co 
(LE). This species does well in the western parts of NE, as exemplified by excellent 
counts of 29 in Keith Co on 24 April, 29 in the Panhandle on 25 April, and 24 in 
Kimball Co on 11 May (SJD). One was spotted on a nest in Dixon Co on 23 May (JJ). 
White-e yed Vireo: This year was good for this rare species in NE. Since 1981 
there have been only 1 5 reports; this year, however, there were 4, probably of 3 
birds. Singles were reported at Schramm Park on 2 May (B), at FF on 5 May (BP, 
LP) and on 11 May (B)-possibly the same bird as that reported on 5 May--and at 
Elmwood Park, Omaha, on 8 May (CEJ). No details were provided for the 2 May 
and the 11 May sightings. 
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Bell’s Vireo : The earliest included singles reported at Arbor L on 8 May (LE) and 
at ADF on 9 May (LE). The best count numbered 23 in Chase Co on 30 May (LR, RH). 
Blue-headed Vireo : The two spotted at Wehrspann L on 1 May (JWH) were the 
first noted, followed by 3 seen in southeastern Otoe Co on 2 May (WRS). The best 
count was 6, at FF on 8 May (WRS) and at Forest Lawn Cem, Omaha, on 11 May 
(JGJ). The last reported were 2 found at Hormel Park, Fremont, (DP, JP) and one 
in northern Lancaster Co (LE), all on 16 May. All reports came from the east. 
Plumbeous Vireo : Migrants are rarely noted, but 3 were found at Oliver Res on 
17 May (SJD, BP, LP). Four were seen in Ponderosa Pine breeding habitat at 
Chadron SP and Fort Robinson SP on 30 May (JTu). 

Yellow-throated Vireo: The first reported were singles found in southeastern 
Otoe Co on 2 May (LF, CF) and at Schramm Park (MUs). The best count totaled 3 nat 
Ponca SP on 16 May (JJ). None was reported west of Lancaster Co. 

Warbling Vireo : Arrival was on 2 May, tying the 2nd-earliest ever, with 4 
observed in southeastern Otoe Co (WRS) and singles spotted at ADF (LF, CF) and 
BOL (LE). The best count was 14 noted at Ponca SP on 16 May (JJ). And the 
farthest west was one seen at Alma on 7 May (GH, WH). 

Philadelphia Vireo: This vireo also was reported in good numbers, with 9 found, 
all singles. These were identified at ADF on 2 May (LF, CF); at Dodge Park, Omaha, 
on 11 May (JGJ); at FF on 11 May (B) and 15 May (NOU field trip); at Schramm 
Park on 13 May (JG); at Seward on 18 May (JG); and rather far west for this 
species, at Geneva Cem on 14 May (SJD) and 16 May (JGJ), and at McMurtrey 
Marsh on 17 May (JGJ). 

Red-eved Vireo : Early arrivals were reported statewide: one at CCM on 1 May 
(SJD), two in southeastern Otoe Co on 2 May (WRS), and singles spotted the same 
day at CLNWR (SJD) and ADF (LF, CF). The best count tallied a moderate 5 at Boyer 
Chute NWR on 22 May (DH). 

Blue Jav: Routine reports. 

Pinvon Jav : At least one was observed in Redington Canyon on 24 April (WM), 
and fledged young-of-the-year were seen there on 23 May (WM). The only other 
report (these birds are rather secretive in the breeding season) was Of one 
identified in the "cliff forests" of Fort Robinson SP on 30 May (JTu). 

Black-billed Magpie : This species seems to be more in evidence at the 
southeastern edge of its range the last few years, notably in Saunders and 
Lancaster Cos. Nesting has been known in the Prague area for at least 20 years; 
this year nesting was noted 2 miles south and 5 miles west of Prague, and the birds 
were eating dogfood (!) (DP, JP). One was seen a few miles west of Ceresco (no 
date reported, KP). Also at the eastern edge of the range were 2 observed on the 
Stanton-Cuming Cos line on 15 May (DH). 

Amsiiff a.p Qlq.W- Routine Reports. 

Common Raven : Occurrence of this species in NE this century is poorl) 
documented, even though a few birds might reasonably be expected to occur, 
especially in the southwestern Panhandle area, as there are breeders in the 
Cheyenne area of Wyoming and the Pawnee Grasslands of Colorado. Thus of interest 
is a report from Fort Robinson SP on 30 May, based, however, solely on calls 
heard (JTu). At this date, any Common Ravens present in this vast, well-cliffed 
park would likely be breeding. 

Horned Lark: An adult with a fledgling capable of flight was seen at CCM on 24 
April (SJD). 
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n r rpip Martin : The first reported were spotted in the southcentral part of the 
state* singles appeared at Alma on 7 April (GH, WH) and at Kearney on 8 April (LR, 
RH). None was reported further west, or in northcentral NE. The best count was 19 
observed in Kearney on 22 April (LR, RH). 

j rf »o fry/allow : The earliest reported included 1 spotted at FF on 20 March (B) 
and 2 found in Lancaster Co the same day (LE), tying the 2nd-earliest date. A 
report from south of Long Pine on 1 May (CH) came from an area where the species 
is not numerous. Th best count numbered 40 at Wood Duck Area on 8 April (DH). 
yin| ft-green Swallow : The earliest of the reports, all from the western 
panhandle, was one discovered at West Lawn Cem, Gering, on 11 May (SJD), 
followed by 6 seen at Scotts Bluff NM on 12 May (SJD). In breeding habitat were 
12 observed at Fort Robinson SP on 30 May (JTu). 

Northern Rouah-winaed Swallow : The earliest arrivals were rather early: at 
least one was reported at Walnut Creek L on 9 April (B), followed by 75 sighted at 
FF on 11 April (WRS), 2 seen at Nebraska City the same day (LF, CF), and one found 
in Harlan Co also on 11 April (GH, WH). The best count was 250 spotted at Hormel 
Park, Fremont, on 5 April (DP, JP). In the west, 8 appeared west of Scottsbluff on 
29 April (AK). 

Rank Swallow: The first was one reported at Offutt Base L on 27 April (BP, L P). 
And the best count was 50 seen at Black Island Area on 15 May (DH), but few were 
reported in all, none in the west. 

r;iiff Swallow : The first was a single seen in Harlan Co on 11 April (GH, WH), 
followed by 25 observed at Nebraska City on 29 April (LF, CF). The best count 
totaled 200 at the Highway 10 bridge over the Platte River on 1 May (LR, RH). A 
group of 75 must not have liked a Lincoln bridge on 16 May, as they had departed 
by 4 June (LE). 

Rarn Swallow : The first was reported at Walnut Creek L on 9 April (B), followed 
by 2 observed at FF on 11 April (WRS) and one reported in Harlan Co the same day 
(GH, WH). The best count was 50 observed in Dixon Co on 2 May (JJ). The first in 
the west were 2 seen at Gering SL on 21 April (AK). 

Black-capped Chickadee: Routine reports. 

Tufted Titmouse: Routine reports. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch : Few were reported away from breeding habitat, the 
last being 2 spotted at Oliver Res on 17 May (SJD, BP, LP) and singles seen at the 
Bushnell Cem on 17 May (SJD) and in Cherry Co near Valentine on 20 May (JG). The 
last reported in the east were observed in Seward on 10 May (JG) and in the Fort 
Calhoun Cem on 11 May (JGJ). Individuals have been seen in Seward in May and 
June in 1998 and 1999 (JG). At least one was found in Redington Canyon on 24 
April (WM), possibly late wintering birds; the eastward extent of breeding in the 
Wildcat Hills is uncertain. A female banded at NNF, Halsey, as a 1-year-old was 
recaptured there as a 5-year-old this spring (RG). 

White-breasted Nuthatch : The two spotted at HCR 3 on April (LB) may have 
been winter visitors, as breeding birds in the central and western Republican Valley 
are scarce. 

Rygmv N uthatch: Nesting was reported at 3 previously-known locations: 2 
were seen investigating nest holes at Wildcat Hills NC on 27 March (SJD), and nests 
were found on 23 May in West Ash and Monroe Canyons (WM). The best count 
totaled 6 found in Chadron SP on 30 May (JTu). 
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Brown Creeper : Wintering birds depart by mid to late April; the last such birds 
reported consisted of 2 seen at Wehrspann L on 24 April (JWH) and one found in 
western Lancaster Co (LE). The reproductive status of two birds observed at 
DeSoto NWR on 8 May (JT) is of interest; suitable breeding habitat occurs there, 
although no evidence of such was noted. Nesting in recent years has been regularly 
noted only at FF, where one was spotted carrying nesting material on 18 April (JT) 
and 2 were seen together, one singing, on 26 May (BP, LP). Numbers of wintering 
birds and migrants are lowest in the west, where singles were noted in Sowbelly 
Canyon on 7 March (SJD) and at Oliver Res on 4 April (SJD). 

Rock Wren: The earliest noted was one seen at Scotts Bluff NM on 19 April (SJD). 
None was reported east of Chase Co, where 2 were found between 28 and 29 May 
(LR, RH). 

Carolina Wren: This species was common in the southeast, with good counts of 
7, including a pair with fledglings reported at ICSP on 23 May (WRS) and 4 
observed at Wilderness Park, Lincoln, between 15 and 16 May, where fledglings 
were also noted (SJD). The two sighted at Cauble Creek, Blair, appeared at the 
most northern regular location in the state (JGJ). Farthest west was one found at 
the Community College at Hastings on 24 March (B), and another was reported in 
the west at Iron Horse Trail in Pawnee Co on 2 April (B). 

Bewick's Wren : Far out of range was a singing male that established a territory 
around the Rhino Bam at Ashfall Fossil Beds SP around 15 May (Loren Blake, 
m.ob.). Its upperparts were brownish rather than gray, suggesting that it belonged 
to the expected central race pulichi whose range extends north to northcentral 
Kansas (Pyle 1997, Identification Guide to North American Birds ). It still sang 
loudly at the end of the period. 

House Wren: Rather early were one spotted at ADF on 12 April (LF, CF) and 3 
reported at FF on 18 April (JT). The species became abundant by early May, when 
75 were counted at FF on 8 May (WRS) and 46 at DeSoto NWR the same day (JT). 
And an amazing 351 were tallied on the Pierce Co Migration Count on 8 May (DH). 
Winter. Wren: All reports came from the Missouri Valley; the last were 5 
reported at FF on 25 April (WRS) and 3 found south of Nebraska City the same day 
(LB). 

Sedae Wren : The earliest was one seen at FF on 28 April (BP, LP). Several sang 
at various points in the RWB on 1 May (JGJ), and a concentration of 11 was found 
at Little Salt Fork Marsh on 2 May (LE). A good count at a westerly location was 12 
reported at Harvard Marsh on 16 May (JGJ). Most spring birds are migrants and 
depart by late May, and so the several singing south of Bellevue (B), the 4 at 
Willow Creek L (DH), and the one in Dixon Co (JJ), all reported on 28 May, may 
have been attempting to breed. 

Marsh Wren: The first spotted were 2 found at FL on 21 March (LR, RH), a very 
early date suggestive of wintering there or nearby. Migrants appear in early to 
mid-April. Migrants departed from Arbor L, where breeding does not occur, on 16 
May (LE). 

Golden-crowned Kinglet : One seen at a Bellevue feeder between 2 and 4 March 
(B) was probably wintering, although early migrants usually appear in mid-March. 
The last reported in the east was one spotted at Willis on 24 April (BFH), but one 
was seen at Bushnell Cem as late as 11 to 12 May (SJD). Record late dates are in 
mid- and late May. 
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n nhy-rrowned Kinglet : This species was widely-reported and in significant 
numbers; The high counts numbered 47 on 11 April at FF (WRS) and 35 in 
southeastern Otoe Co on 25 April (LB). The earliest reports included 6 at UNK on 9 
March (LR, RH), a record early arrival; the previous early date was 1 2 March. 
Next earliest was one reported in the west at CLNWR on 28 March (SJD). The last 
was one seen at FF on 11 May (BP, LP). 

fij . fP-gray Gnatcatcher: This species also was widely-reported in good 
numbers, most notably in the Panhandle, where the increasing numbers of birds 
there appear to be related to a significant expansion on the western Great Plains. 
The earliest in the Panhandle were a surprising total of 7 observed on 11 May: one 
in southwestern Kimball Co, and 3 each at Oliver Res and at the northern Wildcat 
Hills (SJD). Two were seen at the latter location on 13 May (SJD). Amazingly, at 
least 6 others were reported, for a total of at least 16: singles were seen in 
southern Garden Co and at Oliver Res on 12 May (SJD); at Enders Res on 13 May 
(SJD); in southwestern Kimball Co on 17 May (SJD); at Bushnell Cem on 17 May 
(BP, LP); at the top of Scotts Bluff NM on 20 May (KF)-and perhaps more than one 
appeared at the same location on 30 May (AV). Elsewhere, farthest west was the 
earliest, a single sighted 3 miles south of Harvard Marsh on 17 April (JGJ). The 
best count totaled 4 in southeastern Otoe Co on 2 May (WRS), at Hummel Park, 
Omaha, on 11 May (JGJ), and at FF on 19 May (DH). A nest was being built at ICSP 
on 11 May (GH, WH). Reports came from northern to southern Dixon Co, where one 
was found on 1 May (JJ). 

Fastern Bluebird : The first migrants arrived in the east at Ames on 2 March 
(DP, JP) and at Bluestem L on 5 March (MO). The best count was a moderate 10 
observed in southeastern Otoe Co on 25 April (LB). The only Panhandle reports 
consisted of 2 spotted at Oliver Res on 11 May (SJD) and 2 found at Fort Robinson 
SP on 30 May (JTu). 

Mountain Bluebird : The earliest migrants were noted on 7 March in the 
Panhandle, when 30 were counted at various locations (SJD). The best count was 
38 in southwestern Kimball Co on 4 April (SJD). A somewhat overlobked wintering 
location is the cedar forested canyons in southeastern Lincoln Co, where as many 
as 400 have been counted (GHo). The birds farthest east were found in Redington 
Canyon on 24 April (WM), where breeding has not yet been reported, although 
suitable habitat exists. 

Townsend's Solitaire : The only eastern report was of 2 seen in the cedar hills 
south of Lewis and Clark L on 20 March (B). These, along with one observed north 
of Scottsbluff the same day (AK) and at least one reported in Redington Canyon on 
24 April (WM) were probably wintering or migrants. A single spotted at the top of 
Scotts Bluff NM as late as 20 May (KF) was not in apparently suitable breeding 
habitat, but another observed the same day in Sowbelly Canyon (KF) was. 

The one reported from Dodge Park, Omaha, on 12 April (JT) was 
undocumented; it would be by far the earliest on record. Otherwise, one seen at FF 
on 7 May (B), unidentified to subspecies, was the only other eastern report. 
However, 2 were reported in the Panhandle, both, as expected, of the western race 
salicicolus; one was seen at West Lawn Cem, Gering, on 11 May (SJD, JFo), the 
other at Oliver Res on 17 May (SJD, BP, LP). 

Grav-cheeked Thrn*^’ This spring was fairly good for this species, with about 
15 reported. There were 2 very early reports, neither documented: singles were 
observed at Dodge Park, Omaha, on T.2 April (JT) and at FF on 18 April (B). Next 
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was one seen at Lange Basin on 1 May (JGJ), and last reported was one spotted at 
Wilderness Park, Lincoln, on 17 May (JS). One was seen singing at FF on 8 May 
(WRS). Farthest west was the one reported at Seward on 18 May (JG). 
Swainson's Thrush: First for this statewide migrant were singles found at FF on 
26 April (JG) and 7 birds observed at various locations from ADF (LF, CF) to 
southwestern Kimball Co (SJD) on 1 May. The best counts included 19 at Geneva on 
14 May (SJD) and 11 at both Oliver Res on 17 May (SJD) and FF on 8 May (WRS). 
Last was a single seen in Chase Co on 28 May (LR, RH). 

Hermit Thrush : The earliest was spotted in Elmwood Park, Omaha, on 31 March 
(CEJ), and the latest in the east was one seen at Lange Basin on 1 May (JGJ). 
However, in the west, where it is a rare migrant, a rather late single was found at 
West Lawn Cem, Gering, on 12 May; details were provided for the identification 
(SJD). In all, about 13 birds were reported, only an average spring. 

Wood Thrush : The earliest included 4 found at Hormel Park, Fremont, on 5 May 
(DP, JP) and one observed at ADF on 6 May (LF, CF). An excellent count was 13 at 
Hormel Park on 16 May (DP, JP). None was reported farther west. 

American Robin : The best counts totaled 577 on the Pierce Co Migration Count 
on 8 May (fide DH) and 304 in Lancaster Co on 27 March (LE). 

Gray Catbird: The earliest reported consisted of singles spotted at Bellevue on 
30 April (B) and at ADF on 1 May (LF, CF). The best count totaled 26 at Wood Duck 
Area on 12 May (DH). The farthest west were one seen in Harlan Co on 7 May (GH, 
WH) and one located near Johnstown on 9 May (SW). 

Northern Mockingbird: The earliest were 2 spotted in Clay Co showing signs of 
territoriality on 1 May (JGJ) and 2 seen south of Valley on 2 May (B). Reports 
were statewide. 

Sage Thrasher: There have been few spring records until recently, when it 
became clear that a few birds migrate through the Panhandle in spring. The 3 
reports this spring bring the total to about 13. One was seen in southern Kimball Co 
on 28 March (SJD), 3 were observed in the same area on 4 April (SJD), and one 
was sighted west of Bushnell the same day (SJD). 

Brown Thrasher: One seen at ADF on 5 April (LF, CF) was the earliest, followed 
by another reported in Omaha on 20 April (B) and 18 observed in southeastern Otoe 
Co on 25 April (LB). The best count numbered an amazing 201 in Pierce Co for the 
Migration Count on 8 May (fide DH). One arrived south of Gering on 8 May (AK), the 
first in the west. 

European Starling : The best counts were 1,000 at two locations, Nebraska City 
on 5 March (LF, CF) and at Big Red Farms in Dixon Co on 6 March (JJ). 

American Pipit : The first were 2 seen at LM on 27 March (SJD); the best count 
totaled 26 at CCM on 24 April (SJD), and the last reported was a single located at 
LM on 12 May (SJD). The only other report was of 3 spotted in Pierce Co on 8 May 
(fide DH). 

SMMMfll.g None reported. 

Bohemian. Wafrwina: None reported. 

Cedar Waxw|na : The best counts included 500 at HCR on 23 April (GH, WH); 287 
at the Niobrara Valley Preserve on 3 May (SW); and 250 to 300 birds in Kearney 
on 3 April (TEL). A few remain statewide to summer; the latest this spring were 
22 counted at Ponca SP on 16 May (JJ). 

Blue-winaed Warbler: Two of this casual migrant were reported, singles at 
Schramm Park on 6 May (B) and at Wilderness Park, Lincoln, on 16 May (SJD). No 
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details were provided for either report; sight confirmation of this bird and the 
Golden-winged Warbler are needed, as identification by song alone is insufficient 
due to hybrids of the Golden-winged Warbler and phenotypically pure birds of each 
species’ singing songs of the other. 

j ^iHpn-winaed Warbler : This spring was excellent for this uncommon species; 
9 were reported. The earliest was one seen in southeastern Otoe Co on 2 May 
(WRS), record early, followed by one observed at FF on 4 May (B), tying the 
previous early date. The last reported were singles spotted in Wilderness Park, 
Lincoln, (SJD), and at ADF (LF, CF), both on 16 May. The best count was 2 in FF on 
11 May (B). Westerly was one located in the Geneva Cem on 14 May (SJD, JGJ). 
jonpess^e Warbler : The earliest were 2 seen in southeastern Otoe Co on 2 May 
(WRS), and an excellent total of 34 appeared at FF the same day (JT). The best 
counts were 50+ at Dodge Park, Omaha, on 11 May (JGJ) and 39 at FF on 15 May 
(SJD). The last was a single observed in Bellevue on 26 May (BP, LP). Unexpected 
was one discovered in Kimball on 17 May (SJD), where it is a rare migrant. 
n^nne-crowned Warbler : This statewide migrant was present in excellent 
numbers, with best counts of 42 along Stage Hill Road, Scotts Bluff Co, on 1 May 
(SJD), 42 in FF on 2 May (JT), and of 41 in Pierce Co on the Migration Count on 8 
May (fide DH). The first reported were singles observed at Chet Ager NC, Lincoln, 
on 24 April (LE) and at ADF on 25 April (LF, CF); and the last sighted was a single 
in Seward on 18 May (JG). 

Nashville Warbler : The earliest included one seen in southeastern Otoe Co on 2 
May (WRS), 5 reported in FF the same day (JT), and another found at Arbor L also 
the same day (LE). The best count was 12 at Hormel Park, Fremont, on 5 May (DP, 
JP), although "lots” were in Lincoln on 17 May, also the last reported (MUs). The 
farthest west for this generally eastern migrant were 2 seen at HCR on 8 May (GH, 
WH). 

Northern Parula : This spring was good for this species, with reports coming 
from many locations and totalling about 25 birds, including a surprising 4 from the 
Panhandle: singles spotted at CLNWR on 1 May (SJD), at Oliver Res on 11 May 
(SJD), at Bushnell Cem on 12 May (SJD), and at Swanson Res on 13 May (SJD). 
These reports represent only the 11 th through the 14th spring Panhandle records. 
Elsewhere, the earliest arrival was one seen at FF on 18 April (WRS); and the best 
count totaled 6 at FF on 25 April (WRS), although "several" were observed in 
extensive sycamore stands east of Rakes Creek Area on 22 May (GW et al). 

Yellow Warbler : The earliest was a single found at FL on 1 May (LR, RH), 
followed by about 16 sighted at various locations on 2 May. The best counts totaled 
21 at FF on 8 May (WRS) and 19 in Pierce Co on the Migration Count on 8 May (fide 
DH). The first in the west was one located in Scotts Bluff Co on 8 May (AK). 
Chestnut-sided Warbler : This spring was excellent for this eastern migrant, 
with about 43 reported. Farthest west weewwone spotted at Lange Basin on 14 May 
(JGJ) and up to 3 seen at Geneva Cem between 15 and 16 May (JGJ). Elsewhere, 
the earliest reported was one seen at FF on 6 May (BP, LP). And best counts were 
6 at Hormel Park, Fremont, on 16 May (DP, JP) and 5 at Wilderness Park, Lincoln, 
on 15 May (LE). The last reported was one found at ADF on 21 May (LF, CF). 
Magnolia Warbler : About 25 of this eastern migrant were reported, including a 
best count of 4 as far west as Geneva Cem on 15 May, where 3 were found the day 
before (JGJ). Other westerly reports included 2 at Lange Basin on 14 May (JGJ) 
and one at McMurtrey Marsh on 15 May (JGJ). The earliest was one spotted in 
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southern Dixon Co on 1 May (JJ), and the last was a single found at FF on 20 May 
(BP, LP). 

Cape Mav Warbler : This species is a rare migrant in NE, but may be overlooked 
as it prefers conifers—which are tedious to search and yield few other species foi 
birders-and tends to migrate through in a very narrow "window" of time. Sine* 
1982, there have been only 13 records including the 4 this year, all in the period 
from 10 through 21 May. This year 3 of the 5 reported, all in the very short period 
between 16 and 18 May, were discovered in either spruces or balsams. A male was 
found on 16 May in a spruce at Geneva Cem after much "glaring into spruces" 
(JGJ). Two birds were also located in balsams with a high aphid population ii 
Lincoln between 17 and 18 May (MUs, JS, LE). The other reports were of singles 
spotted at Bellevue on 16 May (B) and east of Cunningham L on 16 May (B). 
Black-throated Blue Warbler : Only one of this rare migrant was found, a 
singing male located in FF on 7 May (BP, LP), only the 9th spring record since 1982 
and about the 21st spring record in all. 

Yellow-rumped (Audubon's) Warbler : The one observed at FF on 26 April 
with large numbers of "Myrtle" warblers was well-described (JP, DP) and marks 
only the 4th record for the east. An excellent count was 13 in Kimball Co on 17 
May (SJD), obviously migrants. The only other reports consisted of one seen in 
Dawes Co on 25 April (RG); one rather late for a migrant noted at Gering Cem on 28 
May (BP, LP); 2 seen at Chadron SP on 30 May (JTu), and 2 found at Fort Robinson 
SP on 30 May (JTu)—the latter two reports came from breeding locations. 
Yellow-rumped (Mvrtle) Warbler : The earliest reports for this statewide 
migrant were 2 found at Wolf L on 20 March (TH) and 2 observed at B0L on 21 
March (JS); the next sightings were reported on 10 April (JWH, KP). The best 
count totaled 100+ at FF on 7 May (CNK). And the last included one seen in 
Lancaster Co on 16 May (LE) and 3 found (specified Myrtles) in Kimball Co on 17 
May (SJD). 

Black-throated Gray Warbler : Another 1st state record, at least the first 
documented, a male was found at Oliver Res on 1 May (SJD). There have been 7 
prior reports, lamentably none documented. Of 3 prior spring reports, only one is 
at a likely place and time, on 19 May, 1974, in Scotts Bluff Co; but the others, on 
11 May 1971 in Adams Co and on 11 May 1975 in Lancaster Co are not 
unprecedented. There are 6 records on the eastern Colorado plains ( Colorado Birds : 
Andrews and Righter), and it has been recorded twice in Iowa (Birds in Iowa : Kent 
and Dinsmore). 

Black-throated Green Warbler : Few were reported, about 9 in all, most in 
western NE. The earliest were 2 spotted each day at Geneva Cem on 14 and 15 
May (JGJ, SJD). All reports were in the very short period, from 1 4 to 17 May, 
the last one at Seward on 17 May (JG). 

Blackburnian Warbler : A good spring, about 19 were reported. The earliest 
was one s6en a^Bellevue on 3 May (B), and last one was spotted at Crystal Cove L 
on 26 May (BFH). The farthest west was one located at Lange Basin on 14 May 
(JGJ). 

Yellow-throated Warbler : The first was one observed at FF on 18 April 
(WRS), and the most was the 3 found there on 25 April (WRS) and 4 May (BFH). The 
only reports away from FF were a surprisingly far west single reported at Geneva 
Cem on 14 May (JGJ, SJD) and another at a more expected location, the Krimlofski 
Tract of Neale Woods (B). 
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PineJVaiMsX 1 The only report of this apparently very rare migrant was of a 
female seen at FL on 16 May; some details were provided, but were not sufficient 
to change the status of this species in spring from hypothetical to accidental. This 
sighting represents the 17th spring report for NE, but as yet none is adequately 
documented; some no doubt are correct. 

ppirie Warbler: The only report of this rare species in NE was of one located at 
yJjldRoseRanch on 7 May (JT). Documentation has been provided to the NOURC. 
This report denotes the 14th spring report for the state. 

P flim Warbler : Numbers of this species were high, with a total of about 46 
reported. The earliest included one found at Wehrspann L on 1 May (JWH), 3 located 
near Gibbon (LR, RH), and 4 observed at Spring Creek Prairie (KP), all on 1 May. 
The best count was 7 in Dixon Co on 2 May (see below) and in Pierce Co on the 
Migration Count on 8 May (fide DH). And the last reported was one found in Neale 
Woods on 13 May (B). Available data suggest that most Palm Warblers in NE are of 
the western race palmarum with whitish underparts. However, recently, as 
observers note the color of underparts, it appears that eastern hypochrysea, with 
yellow underparts, may occur regularly along the eastern edge of the state. There 
were 2 reports, one seen in southeastern Otoe Co on 2 May (WRS) and a group of 7 
"all very yellow" found in Dixon Co (JJ) the same day. These sightings bring the 
total reports of hypochrysea to 4; the others occurred on 27 April 1997 at BOL 
(JS) and on 10 May 1997 in Hall Co, the latter rather far west. 

Pflv-hreasted Warbler : Generally rare in spring, the 4 birds reported made 
this season a good one: reports included singles discovered at Schramm Park on 9 
May (B), at FF the same day (JS), at Wilderness Park, Lincoln, on 17 May (JS), 
and in Bellevue on 18 May (B). 

Rlarkpoli Warbler : This species, normally fairly common in spring statewide, 
but becoming rare in the west, was present in good numbers, with high counts of 31 
at Geneva on 14 May (SJD) and 8 at FF on 6 May (B). A total of about 87 was 
reported. The first were singles observed at FF (B) and at Crystal Cove L (BFH), 
far to the north, on 2 May. The last spotted were 2 at Ponca SP on 23 May (JJ). 
The farthest west was one identified near Valentine on 16 May (JG). 

Cerulean Warbler: As usual, only a few were reported, as far north as Ashford 
Scout Camp, Thurston Co, on 8 May (BFH) where summering birds have occurred 
the last few years. The usual 1 to 2 birds were reported at FF, although they did 
not seem to be as conspicuous as usual there and may not have stayed. Singles 
were reported at FF on 8 May (JS) and on 10 May (B). The only other report was of 
one spotted at Pelican Point Area on 5 May (B). 

Black-and-white Warbler : Of interest was an adult male banded on 27 May at 
Wehrspann L (RG): this date is rather late for a migrant, but recent evidence for 
breeding in the Missouri Valley is inconclusive. The earliest reported was one seen 
at Seward Cem on 30 April (JG), and the best count totaled 6 at Hormel Park, 
Fremont, pn 5 May (DP, JP). The last reported, except for the preceding 27 May 
bird, was one observed at Seward on 18 May (JG). The farthest west was one 
located at CLNWR on 1 May (SJD). 

America n Redstart : The earliest was one noted in southeastern Otoe Co on 2 
May (WRS) and best counts included 17 at Ponca SP on 16 May (JJ) and 15 at 
Smith Falls, Niobrara Valley Preserve, on 30 May (JTu), both breeding locations. 
Breeding currently is limited to the Missouri and Niobara Valleys and the Pine 
Ridge; the last migrants, therefore, were singles found at Seward on 18 May (JG) 
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and Wilderness Park, Lincoln, on 17 May (LE). Do redstarts summer at Wilderness 
Park? 

Prothonotarv Warbler : As expected, most reports originated from the lower 
Missouri Valley, but farther west than expected were one seen at Conestoga L on 

22 May (JS) and another spotted near the Wood River 1-80 exit on 5 May (JT). At 
FF nesting was underway on 29 May when one was seen carrying nesting material 
(JWH). The first reported was one found at Dodge Park, Omaha, on 4 May (JGJ), 
and best count totaled 3 at FF on 8 May (WRS). 

Worm-eatina Warbler : An excellent total of 4 was reported; singles were 
spotted to the west at Lange Basin on 1 May (JGJ) and at Hormel Park, Fremont, on 
5 May (DP, JP) and in the east at Hummel Park, Omaha, on 16 May (B), and at FF 
on 20 May (B). 

Ovenbird: The first was one observed in southeastern Otoe Co on 2 May (LB). 
Reported numbers were not very high, perhaps because observers did not include 
their sightings of this fairly common species. The farthest to the west included one 
seen near Halsey on 15 May (JG) and another found 6 miles north of Johnstown 
(SW). 

Northern Waterthrush : The earliest were 1 to 2 located at FF on 26 April (JG, 
DP, J P); the best count numbered 6 at Dodge Park, Omaha, on 11 May (JGJ). And 
the last one was spotted at Seward on 18 May (JG). Panhandle sightings, where the 
species is rare, included singles at Oliver Res on 17 May (SJD, BP, LP) and at 
CLNWR on 1 and on 12 May (SJD). 

Louisiana Waterthrush: The first to arrive were 2 located at FF on 7 April (BP, 
LP); this species is usually among the first warblers to arrive in spring. At least 
one remained at FF until 25 May (BP, LP). Reports away from FF were of singles in 
found in southeastern Otoe Co on 2 May (WRS), at the Platte River SP on 15 May 
(JS), at ICSP on 23 May (WRS), and at Schramm Park on 23 May (BP, LP), all 
likely breeding locations. 

Kentucky Warbler : Four were reported, all in breeding habitat: 1 to 2 were 
spotted at Schramm Park on 9 May and again on 23 May (BP, LP), and singles were 
seen at ICSP on 23 May (WRS) and at Rakes Creek Area on 22 May (GW et al). 
Connecticut Warbler : Two were reported, about an average spring. No details 
were provided for one identified at Schilling Refuge on 10 May (B) and a singing 
male appeared at Schramm Park on 16 May (JS). 

Mourning Warbler : There were a good number of reports for this fairly common 
late-spring migrant. None was reported west of Harvard Marsh, where one was 
seen on 16 May (JGJ). The earliest were singles located at Schramm Park (B) and 
FF (JS) on 9 May; the best count totaled 3 at Geneva Cem on 16 May (JGJ, SJD). 
And the latest singles were reported at CSP (WRS) and Schramm Park (BP, LP) on 

23 May. 

MacGillivrav's Warbler : Reports of one spotted at Scotts Bluff NM on 11 May 
(SJD) and 2 ^observed at Oliver Res 17 May (SJD) are from the part of the state 
where the species is now expected in migration; but the one well-studied at Geneva 
Cem on 15 May (JGJ) marks one of only 4 spring reports from eastern NE. 
Common Yellowthroat : The earliest in the east was one seen at FF on 26 April 
(DP, JP), and in the west one was identified in southwestern Kimball Co on 1 May 
(SJD); 2 were also spotted at Oliver Res and 2 at CLNWR the same day (SJD). The 
best count was 17 in Dixon Co on 16 May (JJ). 
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■ yVarbler : This rare spring overshoot migrant was reported twice: 

singles were noted at Geneva Cem on 6 May (JGJ) and near FL on 16 May, a male 
(fide MU). These sightings were somewhat farther west than expected, but this 
species has, surprisingly, been reported in the Panhandle no fewer than 8 times. 
This year saw something of an invasion northward, with reports coming from 
Colorado, South Dakota, and northwestern Iowa. 

yji^gn's Warbler : The earliest for this statewide migrant were singles sighted 
]n Scott s Bluff Co on 1 May (SJD) and at FF on 2 May (JT). The last was one seen 
a t FF on 22 May (DH). Not as many as usual were reported, totalling only about 21 
birds. 

r^aHa Warbler: Eight sightings were reported of this uncommon migrant, all in 
the short period between 11 and 16 May. The farthest west included a single 
identified at Geneva Cem on 14 May (SJD), "a pair" found at Hastings Cem on 16 
May (EHe), and one observed at Wilderness Park, Lincoln, on 15 May (SJD); these 
reports represent only the 11 th through the 13th records away from the Missouri 
Valley. The earliest this spring was one found at FF on 11 May (BP, LP) and the last 
consisted of singles identified at Bellevue on 16 May (B) and at Schramm Park the 
same day (JS). The other report was of a single found at Neale Woods on 1 2 May 
(B). 

yellow-breasted Chat : As is usual in recent years, essentially none was 
reported east of central NE; farthest to the east were singles spotted at Geneva on 
14 and on 16 May (SJD, BP, LP), at McMurtrey Marsh on 15 May (JGJ), and at 
Harvard Cem on 15 May (JGJ). The earliest were singles seen at Rock Creek L on 8 
May (DCE) and in Scotts Bluff Co the same day (AK). 

Summer Tanaaer : A few reports arrived from locations other than Schramm 
Park, still the only known breeding location. A female spotted at FF on 6 May (B) 
was the first to arrive; a 1 st spring male was identified rather far north in Boone 
Co on 9 May (B); a male was found at Doane College, Crete, on 12 May (MO); and 
one was located at ICSP on 12 May (LF, CF). 

Scarlet Tanaaer : Reports originated mostly in the Missouri Valley, the earliest 
being a single observed at Schramm Park on 8 May (JS), with the exception of a 
female found near Valentine on 16 May (SW). 

Western Tanaqer The 3 reports came from the Panhandle; the earliest occurred 
near Gering on 10 May (AK). 

Green-tailed Towhee : The 3 reported were all in the Panhandle, as expected: 
singles were found in southwestern Kimball Co on 11 May (SJD), at West Lawn 
Cem, Gering, on 12 May (SJD), and south of Gering on 15 May (AK). 

Eastern Towhee: The first arrivals were 2 reported at FF on 9 April (JS) and 
singles located both at Spring Creek Prairie on 10 April (KP) and at Dodge Park, 
Omaha, on 12 April (JT), all rather early dates. The best count was 7 at Ponca SP, 
close to the western edge of the summer range for pure Easterns, on 16 May (JJ). 
Migrants appear west of the summer range; apparently in this category was the 
bird spotted at McMurtrey Marsh on 15 May (JGJ). Just west of the western edge 
of the range for Eastern Towhee was one found just north of Grove Lake Area on 31 
May; it sang an Eastern song but had some limited spotting on its wings (WRS). Pure 
Easterns breed west to the Cedar Co area, and hybrids occur in a zone west of 
there. 

Spotted Towhee: The last in the east was a female observed at FF on 8 May 
(JS), a rather late departure date for the southeast. The best count registered 30 
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in Hall Co on 8 May (LR, RH), suggesting a migration peak. One noted at UNL-East on 
16 March (LE) may have wintered nearby, but the first migrant was probably one 
located in Buffalo Co on 17 April (LR, RH). 

Cassin's Sparrow: None reported. 

American Tree Sparrow: The last was a single spotted at FL on 4 Apr (LR, RH). 
And the best count was 75 at BOL on 13 March (LE). 

Chipping Sparrow: A very early individual was seen at the Rowe Sanctuary 
feeder on 24 March; it had not been present earlier (fide DR). Elsewhere, next to 
arrive were singles spotted near Ames on 7 April (DP, JP), 2 found near Gibbon the 
same day (LR, RH), and another seen and heard at FF also on 7 April (BP, LP). The 
best counts included 164 in Pierce Co on the Migration Count on 8 May (fide DH), 
and 62 in Lancaster Co on the same day (LE). 

Clav-colored Sparrow : The earliest were several found in Buffalo Co on 17 
April (LR, RH). The best count numbered "hundreds" in western NE between 11 and 
14 May (SJD); and the latest included 2 seen in Dixon Co (JJ), 8 found at BOL (LE), 
and 3 identified at Willow Creek L (DH), all on 16 May. 

Brewer's Sparrow: The only reports were of one found in southwestern Kimball 
Co on 1 May and 4 seen there on 2 May (SJD). 

Field Sparrow : Early spring reports, before 10 April, especially in the 
southeast, may be of either wintering birds or early migrants. This year, however, 
several were reported in early April, including one spotted at ADF on 27 March 
(LE), suggesting that migration began then. Farthest west was one observed below 
Keystone Dam on 12 May (SJD); this species is rare in the Panhandle. 

Vesper Sparrow : The earliest were singles found north of L Ogallala on 28 
March (SJD) and in Dodge Co on 2 April (B). The best count totaled 40 in 
southeastern Gosper Co on 25 April (LR, RH). 

Lark Sparrow : The first were 2 found southeast of Norfolk on 19 April (DH), and 
the best count of apparent migrants numbered 78 in Pierce Co on the Migration 
Count on 8 May (fide DH). Summering birds are abundant in the west; 900 were 
reported in Chase Co between 28 and 30 May (LR, RH). 

Lark Bunting : The first was one identified in Sioux Co on 8 May (AK). Rather far 
east was a male found near Massie Lagoon on 16 May (SJD, BP, LP). Other easterly 
birds included a male observed at FL 16 on May (MU), one molting to summer 
plumage in Harlan Co the same day (GH, WH), and another male spotted 6 miles 
south of Valentine NWR on 19 May (LF, CF). Numbers reached summer levels by 31 
May in Chase Co, where 800 were estimated present (LR, RH). 

Savannah Sparrow: Record early was one reported with details at a feeder in 
Dixon Co on 10 March (JJ), followed by singles seen at Little Salt Fork on Marsh 
27 March (LE) and Deep Well Basin the same day (JG). The best count was 160 in 
Pierce Co on the Migration Count on 8 May (fide DH). The last were 6 located at 
Twin Lakes Area, Seward Co, on 21 May (MO) and one spotted in southeastern Otoe 
Co on 30 May (LF, CF). Late May reports may be of birds attempting to summer. 
Baird's Sparrow: The last couple of years may be altering the conservative 
thought that this species is a fairly late spring migrant, essentially restricted to 
native mid-length grasslands, a habitat found in western NE. There are now 3 
records, probably of 2 birds, of individuals sighted along roadsides near RWB 
potholes adjacent only to non-native grasses such as brome. This spring, one was 
photographed at Kissinger Basin on 24 April (JGJ). Another, which was somewhat 
elusive and considered only a "possible,” was observed at Kirkpatrick Basin on 29 
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A D rj| (JG). And a report at DeSoto NWR on the Migration Count on 8 May was 
undocumented. The Kissinger Basin bird is the earliest documented record, 
suggesting that this species may move through the state earlier than previously 
thought, at about the time as and in habitats occupied by hordes of Savannah 
Sparrows. There are now 7 documented spring records, all in the short period 
from 24 April to 11 May, most in central NE, but including one in Cass Co. 
^ r occ;hopp er Sparrow : The earliest was seen very early at Spring Creek 
prairie on 12 April (KP), followed by 2 found in southeastern Otoe Co on 2 May 
(WRS), and one observed at Cracker Barrel Marsh, Lincoln, the same day (LE). This 
species reaches high levels of abundance in grasslands in western NE, although an 
estimate of 900 in Chase Co on 30 May (LR, RH) is extraordinary. 

I^qIow's Sparrow : A small population apparently persists at Meadowlark 
Lake, where one was found on 10 May (JG), and another small group was noted just 
north of Spring Creek Prairie on 16 and again on 21 May (KF, JS, KP). 

I ofnnte s Sparrow: Only 2 were reported, a low number, even though this 
species is harder to find in spring than fall. One was identified at Harvard Marsh on 
1 May (JGJ) and the other was spotted at Wilkins Basin on 14 May (SJD). 

^pknn's Sharp-tailed Sparrow: The only report of this rare migrant was of 
one seen at Arbor L on 16 May (LE). 

fnfl Sparrow: Reports were primarily from the east, with the farthest west 
report of 3 coming from just east of Valentine in the Niobrara Valley on 2 April (B). 
Elsewhere, the first were 2 seen at Wood Duck Area on 3 March (DH); the best 
count was 25 there on 2 April (DH). And the last was one reported without details 
on what would be a record late date of 8 May in Pierce Co on the Migration Count 
(fide DH). Otherwise, the latest was one found at FF on 18 April (WRS). 
figng Sparrow : The best count (estimate?) totaled an excellent 200 at FL on 18 
April (LR, RH). Rare in the west, the only report was of one spotted in Scotts Bluff 
Co on 8 May (AK). 

Lincoln's Sparrow : The earliest were 2 found near Rowe Sanctuary on 10 
March (GH, WH)—likely birds which wintered nearby—and singles noted both in 
Lincoln on 29 March (LE), also a very early date, and at ADF on 1 April (LF, CF). 
The best count numbered 15 at ADF on 3 May (LF, CF), and last was one spotted 
there on 23 May (LF, CF). 

Swamp Sparrow : The one seen at Neale Woods as early as 5 March (B) must 
have wintered nearby. First of the migrants were singles found at FL on 28 March 
(M0), a very early date, and at Pawnee L on 4 April (JS). None was reported west 
of Clay Co, where 2 were found on 12 May (GH, WH). 

White-throated Sparrow : The bird spotted at Krimlofski Tract, Neale Woods, 
on 5 March (B) may have wintered nearby; wintering occurs rarely in the 
southeast. Most are migrants, the earliest identified at Forest Lawn Cem, Omaha, 
on 27 March (B), followed by 2 located at FF on 11 April (WRS). The best count 
was 26 in southeastern Otoe Co on 2 May (WRS), and last was one observed at 
Black Island Area on 14 May (DH). Rare in the west, 2 appeared at CLNWR on 1 
May (SJD), and 2 were identified at L Ogallala on 13 May (SJD). 

White-cr owned Sparrow: One which apparently wintered nearby appeared at a 
Bellevue feeder between 2 and 4 March (B). Migrants showed up in early April, 
with one spotted at FL on 4 April (LR, RH) and 2 found at FF on 9 April (JS). Not 
many were reported; and the best count was only 10, in Pierce Co on the Migration 
Count on 8 May (fide DH). The last was one sighted at Crystal Cove L on 26 May 
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(BFH). Of birds specified to subspecies, a black-lored (presumably eastern 
leucophrys ) individual was seen at FF on 8 May (WRS), and 4 were spotted near 
Gibbon on 1 May (LR, RH), rather far to the west for this subspecies. A pale-lored 
(gambelii) bird was identified in Kimball Co as late as 17 May (SJD). Gambelii occur 
statewide in migration, and leucophrys appear mostly in the eastern third of the 
state. 

Harris’s Sparrow : The best counts tallied an excellent 369 on the Pierce Co 
Migration Count on 8 May (fide DH) and 95 in Dixon Co on 2 May (JJ). Last was one 
seen in southwestern Dixon Co on 23 May (JJ). 

Dark-eved Junco : The best count totaled 92 at BOL on 7 March (LE), and last 
were singles spotted at Ponca SP on 2 May (JJ) and at Oliver Res on 1 May (SJD). 
A "slate-colored" junco was banded at NNF, Halsey, on 30 April (RG), a fairly late 
date for the subspecies. Two "White-winged" juncos were identified in Dawes Co on 
25 April (RG), about their normal arrival time. 

McCown's Lonaspur : Amazing numbers of migrants appeared in southwestern 
Kimball Co: 322 were seen there on 4 April and a record high 1,893 were counted 
there on 1 7 April (SJD). 

Laoland Lonaspur : The best count (estimate?) tallied 1,000 in Dixon Co on 10 
March (JJ), and the last reported were 100 found in Kimball Co on 14 March (NK). 
Smith's Lonaspur : The only report of this elusive migrant was of a male molting 
into alternate plumage that was repeatedly flushed and heard "rattling" at Little 
Salt Fork Marsh on 12 April (JS). This sighting represents only about the 10th 
spring record; all come from the southeastern corner of the state, east of a line 
running from Washington to Webster Cos. 

Chestnut-collared Lonaspur: Somewhat easterly was one found northwest of 
Grand Island on 14 March (B), a very early date. At a more expected location were 
14 reported in southwestern Kimball Co on 28 March (SJD), and "a few" sighted 
there on 4 April (SJD). 

Snow Bunting : The only report was of a few flushed along 1-80 near York on 1 2 
March (B), a very late date for this species. 

Northern Cardinal: A pair remains at their usual spot just east of Scottsbluff 
(fide AK), and a female wintered until 1 7 March at the Dean and Phyllis Drawbaugh 
feeder in Scottsbluff (fide AK); this species slowly becomes established in the area. 
Near the northwestern edge of its range was the one observed at the Dismal River 
bridge on highway 83 on 30 May (JTu). 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak : Migrants appear rather far west of the summer 
range, becoming casual in the Panhandle; one was noted at Gering on 10 May (AK) 
and another was sighted at Oliver Res on 17 May (SJD). Elsewhere, the earliest 
was spotted at a feeder near Talmage on 30 April (Mbi), and singles were seen near 
Gibbon (LR, RH) and at Spring Creek Prairie (KP) the next day. The best count 
totaled 16 at Ponca SP on 16 May (JJ). The one found in Harlan Co on 8 May was 
the observers' first in the area (GH, WH); regular summering occurs west to about 
Orleans. 

Black-headed Grosbeak : The earliest were singles found in Harlan Co on 8 May 
(GH, WH) and as far north as Fort Niobrara NWR the same day (B). Few were 
reported. 

Blue Grosbeak : The earliest was one seen northwest of Alma on 9 May (GH, WH). 
One was spotted carrying nest material in southeastern Cuming Co on 30 May (LE). 
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I a zjjjj gunLina : Easterly was one observed at McMurtrey Marsh on 15 May 
ijGJ), but farthest east included the singles found at Conestoga L on 8 May (KP) 
and in Lincoln, a bird scoped at a feeder, on 9 May (KP). These sightings represent 
the 9th and 10th records from the east. The Conestoga bird was the earliest this 
spring; first in the west was one seen at Wildcat Hills on 11 May (SJD). The best 
count was 3 reported at Smith L, Sheridan Co, on 18 May (SW). 

Ip^jgri Runtina : The earliest were 2 sighted at FF on 2 May (JT). The farthest 
west was one noted in Chase Co on 29 May (LR, RH). This species breeds throughout 
the Republican River drainage. 

pjrkr.issel: The earliest was a single reported near Gibbon on 5 May (LR, RH). The 
best count totaled 15 between Beatrice and Auburn on 11 May (GH, WH). Westerly 
were as many as 7 seen in extreme western Hayes Co on 29 May (LR, RH). 
pnholink: The earliest included one spotted at Little Salt Fork Marsh on 2 May (LE) 
and 4 found in northeastern Otoe Co on 3 May (LE). Three were observed near 
Raven, Brown Co, by 8 May (SW). The best count totaled 16 in Pierce Co on the 
Migration Count on 8 May (fide DH). 

p«»^-winaed Blackbird : The best count numbered 8000 near Gibbon on 6 March 


(LR, RH). 

p^gtern Meadowlark: The earliest identified to species was spotted at ADF on 
16 March (LF, CF); some birds winter in this area, and this sighting may merely 
indicate the start of singing. Far to the west, where wintering does not occur, one 
was found singing at CCM on 27 March (SJD). A good count of 21 along the dam face 
at Standing Bear L was made on 29 March (NR). The observers’ first record for 
their Dodge Co farm, where the species is not common, was made on 29 March (DP, 
JP). 

Western Meadowlark: One bird had reached Gering by 4 March (AK), although 
wintering occurs in that area, and this sighting may indicate the start of singing 
there. An excellent count was 551 reported in Pierce Co on the Migration Count on 
8 May (fide DH). 

Yellow-headed Blackbird: The earliest were singles spotted in the FL area on 
20 March (B) and on 26 March (GH, WH). The best count numbered 1000+ at North 
Lake Basin on 23 April (JG). 

Rustv Blackbird : Rather far west, where the species is rare, were 1 to 2 
observed at CCM between 27 and 28 March (SJD). The best count was 24, 
surprisingly observed at a feeder, in Omaha on 8 March (B). The last reported 
were 2 seen at Arbor L on 25 April (LE). Few were reported. 

Brewer's Blackbird : Rare in winter in the east, 3 appeared in Kearney Co on 9 
March (GH, WH), and a single spotted at Arbor L on 20 March (LE) may have 
wintered nearby. A flock of 30 reported in western Banner Co on 17 April (SJD) 
were migrants. The best count totaled 100 2 miles north of Kirkpatrick Basin on 29 
April (JG). 


Great-ta iled Grackle : A flock of 41 spotted near Niobrara on 6 March (JGJ) 
may have wintered there; a similar-sized flock was reported there in December. On 
the other hand, 25 appeared at FL as early as 7 March (B) and 130, the best count 
for the season, were seen there by 10 March (GH, WH). The small group in the 
Panhandle at Kiowa Springs persists, with 3 there on 17 April and 7 counted 19 
April (SJD); and 2 were observed at Facus Springs from 11 to 12 May (SJD). Two 
had reached Dakota Co by 21 April (BFH). It looks as though the entire state will be 
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colonized soon, although as yet essentially no reports have come from the vast 
amount of seemingly-suitable habitat in the Sandhills. 

Common Grackle : 2 migrants appeared near Gibbon on 6 March (LR, RH). The 
best count was a moderate 400 reported near Gibbon on 24 April (LR, RH). 
Brown-headed Cowbird : The first were 3 reported at Arbor L on 13 March 
(LE). Few were reported, none from the west. 

Orchard Oriole : The earliest was one seen at ADF on 2 May (LF, CF), but the 
first in the west did not appear until 21 May south of Gering (AK). It is abundant in 
summer in the southwest; 400 were estimated in Chase Co between 28 and 30 May 
(LR, RH), many of which were probably migrants. 

Baltimore Oriole: A hybrid with Bullock's Oriole was reported from Neale Woods 
without details on 13 May (B); this sighting is rather far east, even for a migrant, 
as obvious hybrids are rare east of central NE. The earliest Baltimores included a 
single noted at Spring Creek Prairie on 30 April (KP) and 4 found at ADF on 1 May 
(LF, CF), which just beat the bunch; arrival in force occurred on 2 May, with 6 
reports. One observer (JJ) noted that the 10 seen in Dixon Co on 2 May were 
males. The first females noted were sighted near Gibbon on 5 May (LR, RH) and in 
Omaha the same day (NP). There were no reports west of central NE. 

Bullock's Oriol e: The first was one seen south of Gering on 20 May (AK). A male 
sighted at Fort Niobrara NWR on 30 May (JTu) was rather far east for a 
non-hybrid. No others were reported. 

Brambling: Perhaps "The Bird of the Season" was a female that put in a brief 
stint at the Dean and Phyllis Drawbaugh feeder in Scottsbluff between 14 and 19 
April (fide AK, SJD). This sighting denotes the first state record of this species, 
and was the southeasternmost report of several sightings which were described as 
an "irruption" in British Columbia and the western USA (Wildlife Information 
Scrapbook at www.visionfoundation. org/birdindex. htm). This irruption involved 
about 17 birds in the period from 28 October to 24 April. A female or immature 
male appeared at a Sturgis, South Dakota, feeder from 4 to 5 April; it may have 
been the same bird that appeared in Scottsbluff. 

Grav-crowned Rosv-Finch : The only report was of 15 seen in southwestern 
Sioux Co on 7 March (SJD), the last of the season. 

Purple Finch: None reported. 

Cassin's Finch : The only report was of a well-described female observed at 
Wildcat Hills NC on 12 May (DCE, JFo, SJD). 

House Finch: Routine reports. 

Red Crossbill : The only reports away from the Panhandle included a male 
observed at a feeder near Kearney from 13 to 17 May (MU), 1 to 2 spotted at Alma 
between 13 and 21 April (GH, WH), and 2 to 4 reported at the Niobrara Valley 
Preserve on 3 May (SW). At least 60 were seen in Sowbelly Canyon on 7 March, 
including a very recent fledgling (SJD). Breeding usually occurs very early in this 
species. About 40 observed in Monroe Canyon on 7 March were singing on 
territory, indicative of breeding birds (SJD). Adults also fed fledged 
young-of-the-year in West Ash Canyon on 23 May (WM). In the Wildcat Hills, 
individuals were found east to Redington Canyon on 24 April (WM), and 3 were 
sighted at the top of Scotts Bluff NM on 30 May (AV). 

C.Q.mmflJn..fi£ilB.all: None reported. 

Pine Siskin : the latest away from known breeding locations included one at an 
Alma feeder until 13 May (GH, WH) and one at the observers' feeder in Bellevue on 
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15 May (BP, LP). The best count was 51 in Dawes Co, where it breeds, on 25 April 
(RG). 

. p rcAf Goldfinch : One was reported in Cedar Canyon, Scotts Bluff Co, on 26 
May (RB f JH). No details are available at this writing; but this time and location 
are expected, and if verified, would mark the 4th documented and 7th overall 
report for the state. 

^^inan Goldfinch: Routine Reports. 

£Yogjna Grosbeak : Reports arrived of 2 females at Wildcat Hills NC on 27 March 
(SJD) and 20 out of 35 to 40 birds were banded in Dawes Co on 25 April (RG). One 
was reported (without details) at Fort Niobrara NWR on 8 May (B), one of a handful 
of May dates east of the Panhandle. 

Sparrow: Routine reports. 


★ * * * * 


Book Review by Linda R. Brown 

Brown, Charles R. 1998, Swallow Summer , by Charles R. Brown. Lincoln: U of 
Nebraska P, 1978. (371 p. $16.95) ISBN 0-8032-6145-4 

Rwallow Summer is a first-person, day-to-day account of Charles and Mary 
Bomberger Browns’ fourteenth field season studying Cliff Swallows in western 
Nebraska. This story also concerns the three bright undergraduate field assistants 
who shared the experience of the summer of 1995. Charles communicates their 
discoveries of Cliff Swallow colony behavior in an everyday conversational 
manner. It was easy for me to catch the excitement they feel in “discovering the 
questions.” I felt their wonder when as this very cold late breeding season slowly 
progressed, these researchers discovered that indeed many of the swallows were 
not breeding at all. This rather large contingent of non-breeders in bright plumage 
seemed to cruise through many colonies, perhaps checking to see where they might 
have reproductive success in the future. I am “in awe” at what can be learned 
when over half the individuals in many of the study colonies are banded. During 
this summer the 80,000th swallow was banded, and two eleven-year-old adults 
were recaptured. 

I liked learning about the “food squeak.” This distinctive sound is made only on 
cloudy days and cooperatively calls other swallows to food, making for a real 
advantage to living in a large colony. On the other hand, infestations of swallow 
bugs transported by the birds’ feet may be a real limitation to living in a large 
colony. I am haunted by photos of the differences in development between swallow 
babies infested with bugs and those who are not. Charles fumigated one colony 
extensively to study what happens when that site has a lower bug population. 
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I was pleased that they had done baseline studies of colonies living on natural cliffs 
as well as colonies living on man-made bridge and culvert structures. They learned 
that all colonies exhibit similar patterns of behavior regardless of nest site. 

This book inspired me and others to try a “Swallow Weekend.” In consultation with 
Charles and Mary, we banded 92 Cliff Swallows off bridges in the Grand 
Island-Keamey area before the wind forced us to close the nets. None of the now 
over 100,000 Cliff Swallows banded by the Browns in their Keith County study 
area was among the birds we banded in the Kearney area. I wonder how far west 
we need to go to get one of the birds they banded? Participants in Swallow 
Weekend-1999 included John Dinan, Jeff Runge, Mark Humpert, Laurel Badura, Bill 
Taddicken, Barb and Paul Tebbel, John Holm, Joan and Chuck Dummer, Neva Ickes, 
Jo D. Blessing, Paul Johnsgard, Kevin, Kay and Nolan Church, Jackie Canterbury, 
and Linda Brown. 

Swallow Summer is “must reading” for students contemplating field study. 
Birders, banders, and other field researchers will be fascinated. Anyone who likes 
to read natural history will savor Swallow Summer. 




Neotropic Cormorant at Sutherland Reservoir 

Stephen J. Dinsmore 
612 1/2 West Magnolia St. 

Fort Collins, CO 80521 

On 2 May, 1998, I observed a Neotropic Cormorant (Phalacrocorax 
brasilianus) at Sutherland Reservoir in Lincoln County, Nebraska. When I arrived at 
the lake, I noticed a large number of gulls and cormorants resting on some dead logs 
near the northwest end of the lake. I scanned the cormorants several times and kept 
returning to one cormorant that seemed smaller than the nearby Double-crested 
Cormorants. The bird was sleeping, so size was the only mark I could see well. I 
studied the bird from 1:54-2:20 p.m. I estimated the body was at least 25% 
smaller than a Double-crested Cormorant. A couple of times, the bird raised its 
head, and I noted that the bill was darker, thinner, and shorter; and there was no 
bright orange throat pouch. Finally, I succeeded in getting some of the birds to take 
flight. 

The bird in question would not fly, but it did change its position so that the 
tail was visible. From the back, the tail was nearly as long as the bird’s body, 
making the bird mych longer-tailed than a Double-crested Cormorant. The bird was 
also much browner than the other cormorants, especially on the mantle, 
upperwings, and tail. At times, the throat pouch appeared to have a dull yellow 
color, but it mostly appeared dark-colored. There was no white border to the 
throat pouch. The underparts were a uniform dull brown except that the foreneck 
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was slightly paler. The bill and feet were black. The bird eventually flew off with 
several Double-crested Cormorants. In flight, this bird was smaller, longer-tailed, 
and flew with more rapid wingbeats. I aged the bird as a first-alternate on the basis 
0 f the color of the underparts and the facial pattern. 

This is the fifth record of a Neotropic Cormorant in Nebraska. The other 
records are 2 October, 1982, at Sutherland Reservoir, Lincoln County (specimen; 
Wright 1983), 4 September, 1993, at Hackberry L., Valentine National Wildlife 
Refuge, Cherry County (Gubanyi 1996a), 19 July, 1995, at Valentine National 
Wildlife Refuge, Cherry County (Gubanyi 1996c; NBR 63:71), and 20 to 30 May, 
1996, at Chambers County (Brogie 1997). I thank W. Ross Silcock for providing 
information about other records of Neotropic Cormorants in Nebraska. 
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***** 

NOU FALL FIELD DAYS COUNT, 1998; MAY NAMC COUNT, 1999 


The NOU count during Fall Field Days, October 16 through 18, focused on areas in 
and around the Nebraska National Forest and includes reports from 5 counties: 
Forest, Blaine, Brown, Cherry, and Thomas. This year’s species count, owing in 
part to inclement weather, registered only 92, far behind the previous year’s NOU 
Fall Field Days record of 122 species. 

The North American Migration Count (NAMC) for Pierce County is also included in 
this report. A total of twelve people in five parties took part in this year’s count. 
The count registered one hour walked and 380 miles covered in 43.5 hours of 
driving. The dozen individuals tallied 10,301 birds and 113 species. 

Table 1. The following chart lists species confirmed from the NOU Fall Field 
Days’ report, which includes the Nebraska National Forest (NNF) and surrounding 
counties. The North American Migration Counts (NAMC) included Pierce County; 
the Pierce County statistics indicate the number of individual species seen. X * 
species present. 
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Five NOU Fall Field Days Counties_NAMC 


Species 

Forest 

Blaine 

Brown 

Cherry 

Thomas 

Pierce 

Pied-billed Grebe 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

2 

Eared Grebe 




X 

X 


Western Grebe 




X 



American White 

Pelican 



X 

X 



Double-crested 

Cormorant 


X 

X 

X 


36 

American Bittern 




X 


2 

Great Blue Heron 


X 

X 

X 



Great Egret 


X 





Cattle Egret 






2 

Snow Goose 






1 

Canada Goose 


X 


X 


27 

Wood Duck 

X 


X 


X 

38 

Green-winged Teal 



X 

X 



Mallard 


X 

X 

X 

X 

53 

Northern Pintail 



X 

X 


3 

Blue-winged Teal 



X 

X 

X 

129 

Northern Shoveler 




X 


19 

Gadwail 



X 

X 


4 

American Wigeon 



X 

X 


16 

Canvasback 




X 



Redhead 




X 


3 

Ring-necked Duck 



X 

X 


1 

Lesser Scaup 






53 

Bufflehead 



X 

X 



Ruddy Duck 



X 

X 



Turkey Vulture 






1 

Osprey 

X 




X 
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Species 

Forest 

Blaine 

Brown 

Cherry 

Thomas 

Pierce 

Northern Harrier 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

1 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 

X 



X 



Cooper’s Hawk 


X 





Accipiter sp. 




X 



Broad-winged Hawk 






1 

Swainson’s Hawk 






17 

Red-tailed Hawk 

X 

X 


X 

X 

8 

Ferruginous Hawk 




X 



Rough-legged Hawk 


X 





Golden Eagle 

X 



X 

X 


American Kestrel 

X 

X 


X 

X 

18 

Prairie Falcon 



X 




Gray Partridge 






2 

Ring-necked Pheasant 


X 

X 

X 


17 

Greater Prairie- 
Chicken 

X 

X 


X 

X 


Sharp-tailed Grouse 

X 

X 


X 

X 


Wild Turkey 




X 



Northern Bobwhite 






9 

Sora 






2 

American Coot 



X 

X 


160 

Sandhill Crane 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


Killdeer 




X 


73 

Greater Yellowlegs 


1 

X j 

X 

2 

Lesser Yellowlegs 


1 



10 

!-;-1- 

Solitary Sandpiper j 


i 3 

Willet 

1 

-;-1- 

! ! 3 

i 

Spotted Sandpiper 

-1-!-1-!- 

i ! ! i i 

Upland Sandpiper 

| ! ! 16 

Hudsonian Godwit 1 
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Species 

Forest 

Blaine 

Brown 

Cherry 

Thomas 

Pierce 

Western Sandpiper 






1 

White-rumped 

Sandpiper 






1 

Baird’s Sandpiper 




X 


4 

Long-billed Dowitcher 






33 

Dowitcher sp. 




X 



Common Snipe 


X 


X 

X 

3 

Wilson's Phalarope 






47 

Franklin’s Gull 






445 

Bonaparte’s Gull 






1 

Ring-billed Gull 



X 

X 


2 

Forster’s Tern 






7 

Rock Dove 




X 


23 

Mourning Dove 


X 



X 

510 

Great Horned Owl 

X 





5 

Chimney Swift 






4 

Belted Kingfisher 




X 



Red-headed 

Woodpecker 






18 

Red-bellied 

Woodpecker 






3 

Yellow-bellied 

Sapsucker 

X 






Downy Woodpecker 

X 

X 




7 

Hairy Woodpecker 






2 

Northern Flicker 

X 



X 

X 

93 

Least Flycatcher, 






1 

Empedonax sp. 






7 

Yellow-bellied 

Flycatcher 






1 

Western Kingbird 






6 

Eastern Kingbird 






49 
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Species 

Forest 

Blaine 

Brown 

Cherry 

Thomas 

Pierce 

Horned Lark 


X 

X 

X 


24 

Purple Martin 






‘1 

Tree Swallow 






22 

Northern Rough¬ 
winged Swallow 






8 

Cliff Swallow 






27 

Barn Swallow 






189 

Blue Jay 

X 





203 

Black-billed Magpie 

X 





9 

American Crow 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

127 

Black-capped 

Chickadee 

X 



X 


42 

Red-breasted 

Nuthatch 

X 






White-breasted 

Nuthatch 

X 





4 

Marsh Wren 






2 

House Wren 






351 

Ruby-crowned 

Kinglet 

X 





3 

Eastern Bluebird 

X 

X 




2 

Townsend’s Solitaire 

X 






American Robin 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

577 

Gray Catbird 






5 

Brown Thrasher 






201 

American Pipit 




X 


3 

Bohemian Waxwing 







Cedar Waxwing 

X 

X 



X 

22 

Northern Shrike 




X 



Loggerhead Shrike 






1 

European Starling 




X 

X 

428 

Red-eyed Vireo 






1 
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Species 

Forest 

Blaine 

Brown 

Cherry 

Thomas 

Pierce 

Tennessee Warbler 






4 

Orange-crowned 

Warbler 

X 





41 

Nashville Warbler 

X 






Yellow Warbler 






19 

Yellow-rumped 

Warbler 

X 



X 


138 

Palm Warbler 






7 

Common Yellowthroat 






5 

Northern Cardinal 

X 




X 

32 

Spotted Towhee 

X 



X 

X 


Towee sp. 






2 

American Tree 
Sparrow 


X 

X 

X 



Chipping Sparrow 

X 




X 

164 

Clay-colored 

Sparrow 






34 

Field Sparrow 

X 




X 

146 

Vesper Sparrow 

X 



X 

X 

13 

Lark Sparrow 






78 

Savannah Sparrow 


X 

X 

X 


160 

Grasshopper Sparrow 

X 




X 

25 

Fox Sparrow 




X 


1 

Song Sparrow 

X 

X 


X 


65 

Lincoln’s Sparrow 






11 

White-throated 

Sparrow 

X 

X 


X 

X 

3 

White-crowned 

Sparrow 

X 


X 

X 

X 

10 

Harris’ Sparrow 





X 

369 

Dark-eyed Junco 

X 

X 


X 

X 


Bobolink 






16 






































yoUZJ&l 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


za 


Species 

Forest 

Blaine 

Brown 

Cherry 

Thomas 

Pierce 

Red-winged Blackbird 


X 

X 

X 


1788 

Western Meadowlark 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

551 

Yellow-headed 

Blackbird 



X 



15 

Brewer's Blackbird 






27 

Common Grackle 






937 

Brown-headed 

Cowbird 




X 


802 

Baltimore Oriole 






24 

House Finch 

X 




X 

11 

Red Crossbill 

X 






pine Siskin 

X 

X 





American Goldfinch 

X 

X 

X 

X 


10 

House Sparrow 


X 



370 


TOTAL SPECIES: 92 






113 


* * * * * 


Clark’s Nutcracker at Lake McConaughy 

Stephen J. Dlnsmore 
612 1/2 West Magnolia St. 

Fort Collins, CO 80521 

On 1 November 1998 I observed a Clark's Nutcracker along the north shore of 
Lake McConaughy in Keith County. Specifically, the bird was along the road of the 
Cedar Vue Recreation Area, just east of the main boat ramp. I studied and 
photographed the bird from 11:32 to 11:50 a.m. I was driving along the entrance 
road to Cedar Vue when I spotted a bird perched in a dead tree. As I approached the 
tree, I was thinking about stopping when the bird suddenly took flight. The flight 
silhouette resembled that of a flicker, although the undulating flight and slower 
wingbeats didnt seem quite right. The bird landed in a large pine tree not too off 
the road, so I decided to walk over and have a closer look. I was quite surprised 
when I discovered the bird was a nutcracker. The bird was roughly the size of a 
flicker, except that it was a bit chunkier. The head, underparts, and mantle were 
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light gray. On a couple of occasions, I noted what appeared to be a light brown 
wash around the base of the bill. The eye was dark, and there was a faint white 
eye ring. The bill was black, stout at the base, and pointed. The legs were black. 
The wings were jet black except for a white patch along the trailing edge of the 
secondaries. The tail appeared black when the bird was perched, but in flight I 
noted that the outer feathers were white. The flight was slow and undulating with 
deep wingbeats. In fact, it was the distinct flight behavior that caused me to take a 
closer look at the bird in the first place. I did not age the bird, although I wondered 
if it was an immature because of the appearance of some brown color on the face. 

This sighting is unusual because of the easterly location. Most Nebraska records of 
this species are from the Panhandle, especially the Pine Ridge area of 
northwestern Nebraska. However, there are at least six records of birds east of 
the Panhandle, all in the period 29 September through 18 February (W. R. Silcock, 
pers. comm.). Interestingly, all of these records are from Nuckolls County 
eastward. This record is also unusual because it did not occur in an eruption year 
when larger-than-normal numbers of Clark’s Nutcrackers move east of their 
normal range. 


★ *■*** 


Roseate Spoonbill in Otoe County 

Stephen J. Dinsmore 
612 1/2 West Magnolia St. 

Fort Collins, CO 80521 

On 5 August 1997, W. Ross Silcock and I were birding the heron roost at the 
Waubonsie Wildlife Area in Fremont County, Iowa. We were hoping to see the 
Roseate Spoonbill I found there on 4 August (see Dinsmore 1998), and thought 
there might be a chance it would fly into Nebraska upon leaving the roost. At 5:53 
a.m., the bird left the roost. It flew directly over us (in Iowa) and headed to the 
north with a Great Egret. We continued to watch the bird as it gained altitude and 
was joined by a second Great Egret. The birds were now flying northwest. After a 
co'uple minutes, all three birds turned suddenly to the west, and were soon over 
Nebraska. They then turned south and appeared to be following the bluffs along the 
Nebraska side of the Missouri River. At this time, they were barely visible 
through a 20x spotting scope. We watched them fly south over Nebraska City and 
eventually disappear to the south. When we last saw them, they were flying west 
of the Otoe County Omaha Public Power District (OPPD) power plant stack, clearly 
over Nebraska. We lost sight of the birds at 6:15 a.m. The Roseate Spoonbill was 
very distinctive because of the color and bill shape. It was slightly smaller and 
shorter-legged than a Great Egret, and flew with more rapid wingbeats. The bill 
was long, laterally compressed, and had a spatulate shape. The head, neck, and 
body were white. The wings were pink, and in flight the primaries had dusky tips. 
The tail was also pink. The legs were pinkish with darker knees. On the basis of the 
mostly white head and neck and the dusky wingtips, I aged the bird as an immature 
(first-fall plumage). On 15 August 1997, I briefly observed the spoonbill in flight 
over the wetlands near the OPPD plant in Otoe County. 



The Nebraska Bird Review 


yeUUtoi 


fLL 


This sighting represents the fourth record of a Roseate Spoonbill in Nebraska. 
Other records are on 5 June 1932 in Buffalo County (Bray et al 1986), 2 on 20 
August 1966 near Hastings, Adams County (Maunder 1966), and 1 on 16 
September 1884 in Lancaster County (Bray et al 1986). 
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Bray, T. E., B. K. Padelford, and W. R. Silcock. 1986. The Birds of 
^ ^Uka: A C ritically Evaluated List. Published by the Authors. 

Bellevue, Nebraska. 

Dinsmore, S. J. 1998. Roseate Spoonbill in southwestern Iowa. Iowa Bird 
jjfg, 68: 136-137. 

Maunder, V. 1966. Roseate Spoonbill. Nebraska. Pird J Bsyj sw 34: 77. 


Red-throated Loon at Lake McConaughy 

Stephen J. Dinsmore 
612 1/2 West Magnolia St. 

Fort Collins, CO 80521 

On 8 May 1998 I observed a Red-throated Loon at Lake McConaughy in Keith 
County, Nebraska. I was scanning Arthur Bay when I spotted a small loon 
swimming with several Western Grebes. I immediately recognized the bird as a 
Red-throated Loon in basic plumage. I studied and photographed the bird from 2:25 
to 3:13 p.m. The bird was slightly larger and shorter-necked than a Western 
Grebe. The plumage was quite plain. The throat, cheek, foreneck, and underparts 
were white. The forehead, crown, nape, mantle, and wings were dark gray with a 
few pale spots on the mantle. The bill was very short and thin and the lower 
mandible was angled upward, giving the bill an upturned appearance. The area 
surrounding the eye was white. The bird also held its head tilted slightly upward. 
The distinction between dark gray and white on the head and neck was less clear- 
cut than on a Pacific Loon. I concluded that the bird was probably an adult in basic 
plumage because of the dark-backed appearance, although it is possible the bird 
was molting from first-basic to first-alternate plumage. 

This sighting is the first documented spring record of a Red-throated Loon in 
Nebraska. There are seven other spring reports in the period between 6 April and 
3 May; at least some of these are probably correct. This represents only the 
second record from western Nebraska, the other from ca. fall 1900 in Frontier 
County (Swenk, M.H. 1933. A Brief Synopsis of the Birds of Nebraska. I. Loons. 
Nebraska Bird Review 1: 87-90.). I thank W. Ross Silcock for providing 
information on other records of Red-throated Loons in Nebraska. 
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Two Poems by Don Welch. Drawings by Mark Sanders. 
The Hawk 


Somewhere years from now 
I hope Pm saying this 
to my sons. Why the hawk 
had hit the trap I couldn’t guess. 
In the face of it 
It was pointless. 


But it had hit the trigger 
dead center with both feet, 
for a moment lifting 
that fatal weight 
before the blind torque 
of the trap had sprung. 

After that its wings had clawed 

at the sand for hours, 

its cries had gradually sunk back 

into its throat, although 

its beak, thrust defiantly 

at the stream, held on 

to its animal yellow. 

Then it had pulled everything in, 
for a moment the hawk 
and only the hawk’s turn. 

In that blind and beautiful light, 
trying to hold on, 
as the trap held on, 



to what it was. 
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SU M MER.ELELQ..REP.flRT... .JUNE to JULY. 1 9 99 

Compiled by W. Ross Silcock, P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653 

INTRODUCTION 

First of all, I want to thank Joel Jorgensen for helping write these reports 
for the last few years. Joel has decided to spend his limited free time on Records 
Committee matters; he is currently Chairman. Over the last few years, Joel has 
made significant contributions to Nebraska ornithology, particularly through his 
meticulous counts of shorebirds in the Rainwater Basin. 

This season proved interesting in terms of ranges of breeding birds, as 
discussed in the accounts. See, for example, Little Blue Heron, the dowitchers. 
Black-billed Magpie, White-breasted Nuthatch, Sedge Wren, and the towhees. There 
seems to be an increasing number of "displaced" birds, either early or late 
migrants or birds just in the wrong places. Could this situation result from an 
increasingly unstable atmosphere? Very late in spring were Hudsonian Godwit and 
Wilson's Warbler, while very early in fall were Willet, Semipalmated Sandpiper, 
and Orange-crowned Warbler. Birds in the wrong places were numerous, but 
significant were a "small race" Canada Goose, ducks such as American Wigeon, 
Green-winged Teal, Bufflehead, and Common Goldeneye, Mississippi Kite away from 
Ogallala, adult Golden Eagle eastward, adult American Golden-Plover in July, 
westerly Least Terns, northerly Acadian Flycatcher, singing mid-June Blue-winged 
Warblers, Yellow-breasted Chats in Harlan Co, and Henslow's Sparrow in the RWB. 

Interesting breeding or possible breeding records involved Eurasian Collared 
Dove's 2nd breeding location, Long-eared Owl, Pileated Woodpecker, Townsend's 
Solitaire, and MacGillivray's Warbler. 

"Good birds" were King Rail, Lewis's Woodpecker, Scissor-tailed 
Flycatcher, Clark's Nutcracker, Hooded Warbler, and Cassin's Sparrow, and, best 
till last, the White Ibis, only the state's 3rd report, but first with extant 
documentation. Finally, where were the Baird’s Sandpipers? When was the last time 
only one was reported for the early fall? Presumably the adults went elsewhere. 

CORRECTIONS TQ PREVIOUS REPORTS 

Not surprisingly, I make a few mistakes in these report, but, I hope, not 
mistakes that impinge on the status of any species. I am aware (from a limited 
study in a nearby state) that a significant number of unexpectedly early or late 
dates reported are in fact reported in error by contributors, many simply typos. I 
am also sure that many are my fault. Please point out any errors that you see so 
that we do not introduce false data into the record. I have listed corrections below. 

I archive all the data from these reports and can check back to verify any 
corrections. 

Dave Heidt pointed out (these scientists are tough!) that 13 Northern 
Flickers in Dodge Co on 1 January 1998 were not reported by him; in fact, Don 
Paseka reported them. Dave also pointed out that a Prairie Falcon spotted on 29 
March 1998 at Wood Duck Area was not his either; it belonged to Jan Johnson. 
Finally (for Dave), he boldly claimed a report of 2 Summer Tanagers at Indian Cave 
SP on 10 August 1997 which I had incorrectly attributed to John Sullivan and then 
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suggested be deleted (NBR 66:121). Thus this significant record should be 

reinstated. 

Wanda and Glen Hoge noted that instead of 7 Least Bitterns spotted at Funk 
Lagoon on 2 August 1998, they had seen one there on 9 August; the Marbled Godwit 
reported on 4 August 1998 was at Funk Lagoon, not Harlan Co Res; and that 1-2 
female-plumaged Ruby-throated Hummingbirds were noted at Alma between 24 
August and 3 September 1998 and an adult male was seen there on 8 September 
1998. Apparently part of this came out as a typo-garble "24 Aug to and Sep- on 
the latter date...". 

i'll try harder! 

ARRRFVIATIONS 

pBS : Breeding Bird Survey; BOL: Branched Oak L, SRA Lancaster Co; Cem: 
Cemetery; Co(s) : County(ies); CLNWR : Crescent L NWR, Garden Co; ££: 
Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co; FL : Funk Lagoon, WPA Phelps Co;: Lake; HCR: Harlan 
Co Res, Harlan Co; LM : L McConaughy, Keith Co; RWB : Rainwater Basin, area of 
potholes southeast, east, and southwest of Grand Island; NC : Nature Center; NM : 
National Monument; NPNWR : North Platte NWR, Scotts Bluff Co; NWR : National 
Wildlife Refuge; Res: Reservoir; SHP: State Historical Park; £L: Sewage Lagoons; 
SP : State Park; SRA : State Recreation Area; WMA: (State) Wildlife Management 
Area; WPA: (Federal) Waterfowl Production Area. 

GAZETTEER 

Arbor L : Lancaster Co; Ashfall Fossil Beds SHP : Antelope Co; Ashford 
Scout Camp : northern Thurston Co; £hamp.ip, n „i: SRA Chase Co; Chet Aq<?.r 
N£: Lincoln; Cracker Barrel Marsh : Lincoln; Pq .c. j : Grant Co; EadfilS. Res: 
SRA Chase Co; F art , .N .i.P , l ? r.ara- M W-£: Cherry Co; Fprt RobmSQn ,SP: Dawes and 
Sioux Cos; Han s en la g oon : WPA Clay Co; Halyard.MaL£ii: WPA Clay Co; Ja.ck 
Sinn Marsh : WMA Lancaster and Saunders Cos; Jensen Basin : WPA Kearney 
Co; .Kln.a§.l£ y _ Qa .m: forms LM; KiPW? Spring? : WMA Scotts Bluff Co; 
Kissinger Basin : WMA Clay Co; L Alice : part of NPNWR; LaPlatte Bottoms : 
Sarpy Co; LMk Salt; Ma r sh : Lancaster Co; L Q qa lUla : Keith Co; Lana 

£agypn: Banner Co; Long Pine Area : SRA Brown Co; Mallard Haven : WPA 
Fillmore Co; M Q i UQS , C a nyon : Sioux Co; North . Hu lU ns . BSLSiIF WPA 
(=Sandpiper) Clay Co; N.Q. r t.h... LaKS-.&. a§ jn.: WMA Seward Co; Massie Lagoon : 
WPA Clay Co: Pine Ridoe : escarpment in Sioux, Dawes, and Sheridan Cos; 
PjaUe Rivpr $P: Cass Co; Rock Creek L: SRA Dundy Co; Sacramento- 
Wilcox Area: WMA Phelps Co; Schramm SP : Sarpy Co: Scotts Bluff NM: 
Scotts Bluff Co; Sinninoer Lagoon : WPA York Co; Smilev Canvon : Sioux Co; 
Sowbelly Canyon : Sioux Co; Wehrsoann L : Omaha; West Ash Canvon : 
Dawes Co; Wood Duck Area : WMA Stanton Co; Younoson Basin : WPA Kearney 
Co. 

OBSERVERS 

£_K: Alice Kenitz, Gering; g,: Nebraska Birdline; BA : Brian Ahern, Temple Terrace, 
F L; g£_: Babs Padelford, Bellevue; £F: Carol Falk, Nebraska City; CNK : Clem N. 
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Klaphake, Bellevue; Ej£: Elliott Bedows, Omaha; £11: Dave Heidt, Norfolk; £FL: Glen 
Hoge, Alma; GW : Gertrude Wood, Elmwood; HS : Harry Schaeffer, Lincoln; JG : Joe 
Gubanyi, Seward; JG J : Joel G. Jorgensen, Blair; J J : Jan Johnson, Wakefield; J_S_: 
John Sullivan, Omaha; JJj Jerry Toll, Omaha; KP.: Kevin Poague, Lincoln; ]J£; 
Laurel Badura, Kearney; L£: Larry Einemann, Lincoln; L£: Laurence Falk, Nebraska 
Citv: LP : Loren Padelford, Bellevue; J^R.: Lanny Randolph, Gibbon; MB : Mark 
Brogie, Creighton; MU : Mark Urwiller, Kearney; NK : Nick Komar, Fort Collins, CO; 
NP : Neva Pruess, Lincoln; RG : Ruth Green, Bellevue; RH : Robin Harding, Gibbon; 
ILL: Thomas E. Labedz, Lincoln; WH : Wanda Hoge, Alma; WM : Wayne Mollhoff, 
Lincoln. I 

SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Common Loon : One to two, including an adult on 20 and 26 June, were reported 
at L Ogallala, a regular summering place, between 21 and 26 June (JS, BP, LP). 
Unusual in summer in the east, a bird reported as a jouvenile—but possibly more 
likely to be in first alternate plumage at that location and time—was seen at BOL 
from 24 to 31 July (JS). 

Pied-billed Grebe: Routine reports. 

Eared Grebe : Routine reports. 

Western Grebe : Rather late for a migrant was the one seen at FL on 12 June (LR, 
RH). Summer reports of this species (late June to early August) away from the 
breeding range are few. 

Clark’s Grebe : 1 to 3 were noted on either LM or L Ogallala through the period 
(JS, BP, LP), and reports from elsewhere included at least one spotted at Willy L, 
near Bingham in Sheridan Co, in late June (BA) and at CLNWR on 5 June (AK), Willy 
L is a regular breeding location, the only one known away from LM. 

American White Pelican : Young birds not of breeding age wander about in 
summer south of the breeding range; the flocks of 55 found at Harvard Marsh on 13 
June (JGJ) and the 40 reported in southwestern Sheridan Co on 10 July (LjB, CF) | 
were in this category, although fall migrants may return in July such as the 40 
sighted in the east RWB on 25 July (JGJ). Summer occurrences in the southeast are 
rare; none was noted at BOL between 6 June and 25 July (LE). 

Double-crested Cormorant : The fairly new colony at Alma continued, with all 
34 usable nests occupied on 22 June (GH, WH). Along highway 97 in Cherry Co, 22 
were noted on nests on 21 June (BP, LP). The one seen on 17 June at Wehrspann L 
(B) was rather late; summer reports are few in the south and east. 

American Bittern : Summer reports south of the Platte River may be considered 
peripheral these days, although breeding probably occurs regularly anywhere when 
conditions allow. Examples included two reported at Jack Sinn Marsh on 2 June 
(BP, LP) and'a single spotted at FL on 16 July (MU). A belated report was of a nest 
found at either Harvard Marsh or Massie Lagoon in 1984 or 1 985 (RH). 

Least Bittern' : Reports from the RWB have been more numerous recently; 
breeding probably occurs there as conditions allow. This year one was noted at 
Kissinger Basin on 6 June (JGJ); 2 were seen at FL 12 on Jun (LR, RH), and one 
was reported at North Lake Basin on 6 July (BP, LP). One to two were also found 
from June 10 to’July (BP, LP) at the LaPlatte Bottoms, an ephemeral cattail slough 
which has been carrying water for the last few years. 
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RIhp? Heron : The best count totaled a moderate 27 at FL on 18 July (LR, 

RH). 

Foret : Probably the first of the late summer wanderers was one seen at FL 
on 27 June (LR, RH). Numbers are lowest in mid-June, thus unusual were singles 
reported in Cass Co on 8 June (GW) and at HCR on 15 June (GH, WH). Three were 
spotted in Nebraska City on 1 June (LF, CF). Some spring birds may be post¬ 
breeding dispersers from southern United States colonies. The best count numbered 
22 in the east RWB on 25 July (JGJ). 

cr^ny/y Earet : Only 6 were reported, all apparently post-breeding wanderers. An 
adult was spotted at FL on 24 July (JS), 2 were found in the east RWB on 25 July 
(JGJ, BP, LP), and 3 were noted at FL on 28 July (GH, WH). 

i ittle Blue Heron : Most were found in late July in the south and east, as 
expected: 2 immatures were spotted at Arbor L on 17 July (JS), 1 to 3 were found 
at Kissinger Basin on 19 July (JG), and 2 were seen in the east RWB on 25 July 
(JGJ). An adult found at Harvard Marsh on 6 June (JGJ) may have been wandering, 
but reports the last couple of years from Cracker Barrel Marsh are intriguing. An 
adult was spotted there on 1 June (JS), and an immature on 5 July (LE); could 
these birds (including those at Arbor L) be breeding somewhere around Lincoln? 
fettle Foret : Of some 44 reported, 37 were noted on 26 June and later, 
presumably post-breeding wanderers. Always a possibility to nest, no such 
evidence was found, however, although there were a few earlier June reports: one 
was seen at Youngson Basin on 6 June (LR, RH); 3 were reported in Hall Co the 
same day (DH); one was spotted at HCR 12 June (GH, WH); another was seen in 
southcentral Dixon Co on 15 June (JJ), and one was found in Cass Co in June (GW). 
Green Heron : This species is uncommon as far west as Harlan Co, where 3 
sightings were made throughout the period around HCR (GH, WH); but it is rare in 
the southwest, where one was sighted at Rock Creek L on 12 June (MB, DH). There 
are fewer than 10 Panhandle records, none of breeding. 

Black-crowned Night-Heron : Breeding apparently occurs at FL, where 1 to 5 
adults and immatures were found from 1 2 June to 28 July, although recently there 
has been no direct evidence. The only other report was of one seen at Arbor L on 17 
July (JS). 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron : Only 2, probably post-breeding dispersers, 
were found, an adult at FL on 13 July (GH, WH), and an immature at Arbor L on 19 
July (JS). The FL record is one of fewer than 10 away from Lancaster and Douglas 
Cos, but the species probably occurs regularly in late summer in the RWB. 

White Ibis: Only the 3rd report for the state, but the first with extant 
documentation, an immature was spotted at Kissinger Basin between 4 and 25 July 
(JGJ, m.ob.) The other reports include one seen at Inland Lagoon (=Harvard Marsh) 
between 12 and 19 June 191 6 and a juvenile filmed between 1 and 19 August 1963 
near Bassett. The film is now lost, but has been seen and the identification 
confirmed by Paul Johnsgard. 

White-f aced Ibis : The few birds reported were found from 27 June~4 spotted 
at FL (LR, RH)--throughout the period. Others were identified near Antioch in late 
June (BA), one reported as Plegadis sp., probably this species, in Seward Co on 24 
July (JG), and another in western Cass Co on 26 July (GW). There are very few 
late June reports, as most late summer arrivals appear in mid-July. 

Turkey Vulture : Routine reports. 
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Trumpeter Swan : Reports of breeding birds in the western Sandhills included 2 
adults with 5 cygnets found in Grant Co on 18 and 25 June (LE) and 9 adults with 5 
young spotted at Whitman L (»Doc L) on 21 June (BP, LP). Two birds were also seen 
east of Hyannis on 21 June (BP, LP). Most unexpected was an unbanded single 
identified at Hansen Lagoon on 13 June (JGJ); this sighting is apparently the only 
summer record away from the western Sandhills breeding range. 

Swan (Chinese) Goose: An unusual large goose seen at FL on 4 April (LR, RH) 
was identified as this species (GH). It is virtually certain to be an escaped bird. 
Greater White-fronted Goose : 1 to 3 were noted at FL during the period (m. 
ob.); 3 were seen there on 4 July (LR, RH). Scattered around the east RWB were 1 
to 2 spotted at Harvard Marsh on 6 and 13 June (JGJ); one found at North Hultine 
Basin on 6 June (JGJ), and another reported in the east RWB on 17 July (JGJ). 
Unusual away from central NE in mid-summer was the one reported at Little Salt 
Creek Marsh on 6 June (LE). 

Snow Goose: A few of this species also linger in summer in the RWB; the best 
count was 22 registered on 1 3 June (JGJ). 

Canada Goose : Normally migrants, small forms of Canada Goose, which may be 
split in the future as a separate species, rarely remain into summer. One was seen 
at Harvard Marsh on 1 3 June (JGJ), 

Wood Duck : Hens with 3 to 4 chicks were noted in central NE between 6 and 20 
June (LR, RH). 

Green-winaed Teal : Rare in June and July away from the Sandhills, the one 
reported at Youngson Basin on 6 June (LR, RH) was late, and the 7 seen at FL on 18 
July (LR, RH) may have been early molt migrants. 

Mallard : Routine reports. 

Northern Pintail : Routine reports. 

Blue-winged Teal: Routine reports. 

Cinnamon Teal : None reported. 

NprthQrg S MY S lft r: Routine reports. 

Gadwall : Routine reports. 

American Wioeon : The one identified at FL on 12 June (LR, RH) may have been a 
late migrant, but another (same bird?) spotted there on 4 July (LR, RH) and the one 
seen at Harvard Marsh on 6 July (BP, LP) denote rare mid-summer occurrences 
away from the rather restricted western Sandhills breeding range. 

Redhead : Up to 20 (on 27 Jun) were seen at FL during the period (m. ob.), where 
nesting is regular but uncommon; but the 4 found at Sinninger Lagoon on 13 June 
(JGJ) may have been late migrants. 

Lesser Scaup : Spring stragglers in the first week of June are not unusual, but 
the one spotted at Harvard Marsh on 1 3 June (JGJ) was rather late. The one found 
in the east RWB on 17 July (JGJ) and a female reported at Carter P. Johnson L, 
Fort Robfnson^P, on 25 June (LE) were among very few summer records away 
from the western Sandhills. 

Common Goldeneye: A male found near Antioch in late June (BA) was only the 
10th record 3ver between 3 June and 10 September. 

Bufflehead : A male sighted at Youngson Basin on 6 June (LR, RH) was apparently 
a very late migrant, but a female spotted near Antioch in late June (BA) provided 
only the 8th summer record away from Garden Co. 
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^leraanser : Birds which look like females but are probably immatures 
too young to breed are not unusual in summer, with about 30 records in all. Rather 
far west, however, was at least one noted near Antioch in late June (BA). 
p 11 r|r|y Duck : This species may summer anywhere in suitable habitat, although a 
pair spotted at Alma SL on 17 July (GH, WH) were in an apparently marginal 
location. 

juiigcissippi Kite : The best count from the regular breeding location at Ogallala 
numbered 4, 2 adults and 2 immatures, on 25 July (JS). Unexpected was an adult 
seen over Lincoln on 22 July (Cliff Lemen, fide TEL). This species is very rare 
away from Ogallala. 

Rfli c\ Eaale : The only reports were of singles found near Nebraska City on 22 July 
(CF, LF) and (an adult) flying over the old Niobrara River bridge south of Valentine 
on 22 June (BP, LP). Summer reports away from known breeding sites are still 
rare. 

Northern Flarrier : Most summer reports come from the Sandhills; thus the 
following sightings were unusual: a pair found in Cass Co (GW, no date given), one 
spotted near Nebraska City on 5 June (CF, LF), 2 males reported in northern 
Thurston Co on 18 June (B), and one identified in the east RWB on 25 July (JGJ). 
Sharp-shinned Hawk : A few probably linger in the pine areas of the Panhandle 
each year, as did one seen in the Wildcat Hills on 4 July (AK). 

Cooper's Hawk : Low numbers occur statewide in summer; reports came from 
Harlan Co (GH, WH), Thurston Co (B), and Sioux Co (LE). Observers should keep 
goshawk in mind in Sioux Co, as it breeds in the Black Hills of South Dakota and may 
also do so in the Pine Ridge on occasion. 

Red-shouldered Hawk : The only report was of 2 sighted on 12 June at FF (B), 
the only known breeding location. 

Broad-winaed Hawk : The only report was of one spotted flying over Camp 
Wakonda, Sarpy Co, on 28 June (BP, LP); the species probably breeds every year 
in the FF area. 

Swainson's Hawk: Routine reports. 

Red-tailed Hawk : Routine reports. 

Ferruginous Hawk : None reported. 

Golden Eaale : Apparently only the 3rd summer report away from the Panhandle, 
and notable as it was an adult, was the one identified 2 miles south of Springview 
on 25 July (BP, LP). 

American Kestrel: The adults present in the observer's yard in southwestern 
Dixon Co for 3 months were seen feeding 4 fledged young on 6 July (JJ). 

Merlin : Unexpected was an immature encountered on grasslands along the Agate 
BBS route in central Sioux Co on 28 June (JS). There appears to be a very small 
breeding population in the Pine Ridge with which this bird may be associated. There 
are fewer than 10 summer records away from the Pine Ridge, most in Sioux Co. 
Prairie Falcon : The one noted at Scotts Bluff NM, a known breeding site, on 27 
June (B) was the only report. 

Peregrine Falcon: None reported. 

£r_av Pa rtridge : Two reports of 2 birds each were received, both in the heart of 
the current range: on 2 June east of Creighton (MB) and on 7 July 6 miles west and 
4.5 miles north of Wakefield (JJ). 

Ring-ne cked Pheasant : A female with several chicks was found at BOL on 5 
July (LE). 
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Greater Prairie-Chicken : A hen and 8 chicks were reported 5 miles southwest 
of Campbell on 20 June (LR, RH). The sandy prairie remnants in this general area 
support a healthy population of these birds. 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: Routine reports. 

Wild TM r frs .Y,;. Routine reports. 

Northern Bobwhite ; Considered surprising by a veteran local observer was the 
one sighted along Stage Hill Road in the Wildcat Hills on 4 July (AK). Another was 
found at Gering Cem the same day (CNK). While fair numbers occur in the North 
Platte Valley to the Wyoming line, few are reported elsewhere in Scotts Bluff Co. 
Kina Rail: The only report was of one identified at the Saline Wetlands, Lincoln, 
on 2 June (B). Over half of the 50 or so NE King Rail records occur in the period 
between 26 April and 1 5 June. 

Virginia Rail : Reports from rather unexpected locations included one bird seen at 
the Chet Ager NC on 2 June (B) and 2 calling at Rock Creek L on 12 June (MB, DH). 
Sora : Southeasterly reports included one bird seen at Chet Ager NC (B) and at 
least one spotted in Cass Co on 18 June (GW). Regular in the east RWB in summer, 3 
were counted there on 17 July (JGJ). 

American Coot : Nesting occurred in Cass Co (GW), an area of the state with 
restricted breeding habitat. 

Sandhill Crane : One of only a few-but apparently increasing (see Spring 
Report)—recent summer records in the RWB, one crane was heard at Massie 
Lagoon on 20 July (MU). 

American Golden-Plover : A single, apparently injured (JGJ), alternate bird 
was spotted at Kissinger Basin between 17 and 25 July (JGJ, GH, WH). This 
species is far less numerous in fall than in spring; most fall birds are juveniles. 
This record marks only the 7th for the July through August period, when most if 
not all would be adults. 

Semipalmated Plover : The earliest reported were 3 seen at FL 13 July (GH, 
WH), a rather early date. Only about 8 were reported for the period. 

Piping Plover : At LM, 6 adults and a young bird were spotted at Martin Bay on 
20 June (BP, LP), and on the same day 6 adults were reported at the nest*f|j 
enclosure at the north end of Kingsley Dam (JS). The only other report was of a 
migrant found at FL on 18 July (LR, RH). 

Killdeer: The best count tallied 65 at FL on 27 June (LR, RH), presumably a 
summering population. Fall flocks appear in mid-July. 

Mountain Plover : Now regular in disked fields south and southwest of the 
Kimball Airport, one was counted for the 4th year on the Kimball BBS route on 27 
June (JS), and another was spotted in the same area on 4 June (B). 

Black-necked Stilt : The only reports (possibly of the same birds) were of one 
spotted near Antioch in late June (BA) and 2 found at the regular location east of 
Lakeside on 5 June (AK). 

American Avocyet : A small summering group is present most summers at FL; 
this year, up to 6 were found on 4 July (LR, RH). Tallies of 8 and 10 were made in 
the east RWB op 17 and on 25 July (JGJ), apparently most at Kissinger Basin, 
where 10 were found on 25 July (JGJ, BP, LP), These were probably early fall 
migrants. 

Greater Yellowleas : The earliest fall (yes; latest spring date on record is 31 
May) migrants included singles found at FL on 25 and 27 June (LR, RH), possibly the 



















Wn| 67 NoJ. 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


SI 


same bird; 3 identified there on 5 July (LR, RH); and one spotted in Clay Co also on 
5 July (JGJ). The best count totaled 8 at Kissinger Basin on 18 July (JS). 

. vgilnwleas : The one seen at Cracker Barrel Marsh on 6 June had to be a 

rather late spring migrant. The first fall birds were the 17 counted at FL on 27 
June (LR, RH). And the best count registered 70 in the east RWB on 1 7 July (JGJ). 

n Ij^ry fiandpioer: The earliest reported was the one spotted southwest of 
Lowell on 4 July (LR, RH), and the best count reached 6 , both at Cracker Barrel 
Marsh on 11 July (LE) and in the east RWB on 25 July (JGJ). 

Wi li e t ; The only report from the summer range was of the one sighted at CLNWR 
on 5 j une (AK). The first migrants arrived very early, 9 spotted at FL on 27 June 
(LR, RH), the 2nd earliest ever. The best count reached 10 at FL on 5 July (LR, 
RH)', an excellent count as Willets are rather scarce in fall. 
cpnttgH Sandpiper : Routine reports. 

upland Sandpiper: No large groups were noted; the best count was only 7, at FL 
on 4 July (LR, RH). 

| nnn-billftd Curlew : Young were noted at CLNWR on 5 June (AK). 
j-furlsonian Godwit : The last to leave for spring were the 2 seen in the east RWB 
on 6 June (JGJ), the 2nd latest ever reported after a 12 June 1910 specimen 
from Saunders Co. 

Marhled Godwit : The few reports of this early fall migrant included 6 identified 
at FL on 27 June (LR, RH), another seen there on 5 July (LR, RH), one found at LM 
on 25 July (JS), and another reported in Brown Co the same day (BP, LP). 
Sanderlina: None was reported, not necessarily a surprise as adults are few in 
fall and juveniles mostly arrive in August. Stay tuned! 

Semipalmated Sandpiper : The last for spring were 2 seen in the east RWB on 6 
June (JGJ), a rather late date. The first for fall was one found in Clay Co on 4 July 
(JGJ), record early (by one day). The best counts totaled 111 in the east RWB on 
25 July (JGJ) and 81 at FL on 18 July (LR, RH). 

Western Sandpiper : The earliest were "more than one" spotted at FL on 16 July 
(MU). And the best count tallied an excellent 32 at FL on 18 July (LR, KH). 

Least Sandpiper : The first were 11 found at Cracker Barrel Marsh on 11 July 
(LE), and the best count reached 133 in the east RWB on 17 July (JGJ). 
White-rumped Sandpjper : A late spring migrant, its numbers can remain good 
well into June; 52 were found at FL on 12 June (LR, RH), and 37 were reported at 
Harvard Marsh on 13 June (JGJ), the latest for the spring. Numbers drop rapidly 
into June, as exemplified by the count of 182 in the east RWB on 6 June, when 
2816 were counted a week earlier (JGJ). This species does not occur in NE in fall. 
Baird's Sandpiper : Rather incredibly, only 3 were reported, 2 in spring. 
Obviously, adult Baird's Sandpipers bypassed NE this fall. Interestingly, few were 
also reported last year in July. The only fall bird this year was a single spotted in 
Lancaster Co on 25 July (LE). The two spring birds were very late: one seen on 6 
June in the east RWB (JGJ) and another, 3rd latest ever, spotted on 12 June at FL 
(LR, RH) 

Pectoral Sandpiper: The last for spring included 3 seen at FL on 12 June (LR, 
RH), one found there on 8 June (GH, WH), and 2 spotted in the east RWB on 6 June 
(JGJ), all rather late. The 1 2 June birds tied for 4th latest ever. First in fall were 
7 identified in southwest Sheridan Co on 10 July (LF, CF). And the best count 
registered 61 in the east RWB on 17 July (JGJ). 
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Stilt Sandpiper : Arriving in force, the first were 91 counted in the east RWB on 
17 July (JGJ), also the best count. 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper : Mildly surprising, none had arrived by period’s end. 
Dowitcher soecies : The relative abundance of dowitchers in July is uncertain; 
the earliest arrivals are likely to be Short-billeds; however, as the earliest 
documented (by call) Long-billed in NE is 19 July, observers should be careful 
identifying dowitchers in July, as most if not all July birds are adults, which are 
difficult to identify by plumage in fall due to feather wear. Calls should be heard for 
confident identification. We hope an accurate database of relative abundance of the 
two species can be built. Reports submitted as unidentified dowitchers included one 
seen as early as 27 June at FL (LR, RH), one found at Kissinger Basin on 11 July 
(LR, RH), and another spotted at FL the same day (LB). 

Short-|?il|e(J PpyUchCP See the preceding Dowitcher species description. 
This year was very good for this species, with two excellent counts of 35 on 13 
July at FL (GH, WH) and 24 in the east RWB on 17 July (JGJ). The earliest was one 
found at Kissinger Basin on 7 July (GH, WH). Observers used a combination of calls 
and plumage characters to identify these birds. 

L&n_fl.-:kUlejj -QsiWS .&h £f: See the preceding Dowitcher species report. The 
earliest was one identified as an adult female at FL on 18 July (LR, RH). Few others 
were reported, not a surprise as this species probably does not occur in numbers 
until early August. The best count totaled 8 in the east RWB on 25 July (JGJ), and 
the only other reports were of one sighted in Rock Co on 25 July (BP, LP) and 4 
seen at Nebraska City on 31 July (LE). 

Common Snipe : Reports from the breeding range included CLNWR on 5 June (AK) 
and 6 birds seen along highway 70 in Wheeler Co on 12 June (DH). About a month 
prior to the usual appearance of migrants were singles identified both at 
Sacramento-Wilcox Area on 13 July (GH, WH) and at FL on 18 July (LR, RH). These 
may have been local breeding birds, as breeding has occurred previously south of 
the Platte River. 

Ameri.caO..W. 9 .P_d c ..QC k : None reported. 

Wilson's Phalarope : Probably part of a small breeding population in the RWB, a 
male was seen at FL on 27 June (LR, RH), and "more than one" was reported there 
on 1 6 July (MU), a very early date for fall migrants. The four sighted north of 
Pierce on 30 June (B) were also within the breeding range. The best counts 
numbered 30 in Rock Co on 25 July (BP, LP) and 22 in the east RWB on 25 July 
(JGJ). 

Franklin’s Gull : Last spring migrants were the 55 seen east of BOL on 2 June 
(BP LP). As usual, a few appeared in mid-summer: a basic-plumaged bird was 
spotted at FL on 12 June (LR, RH) and 5 were found there on 5 July (LR, RH). Fall 
migrants usually arrive in July, but no flocks were reported. 

Rina-billed Gull: As with Franklin's Gull, a few hang around in mid-summer, 
such as the one located in Cass Co on 8 July (GW). The first fall flock numbered 
300+ at HCR on 31 July (GH, WH); the 6 counted there on 13 July (GH, WH) may 
have summered. 

California Gull : The only report was of one found at L Ogallala on 26 June (JS). 
This date is usually the low point of the year for numbers of this species, this 
sighting representing only the 7th report for the period from 1 June to 23 July. 
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Tern : Recently there have been several mid-summer reports, this 
year's being a single located at L Ogallala on 26 June (JS) and 4 in alternate 
plumage spotted at L Alice, NPNWR, on 30 June (NK). 

jr^rctf>r's Tern : Up to 4 were seen at HCR from 2 to 20 June (GH, WH, LR, RH), 
presumably lingering immatures, although no age was given. The latter date, 20 
June, when 2 were present, is one of only 16 away from the breeding range in the 
period between 14 June and 10 July. Migrants appeared in the east RWB by 17 
July, when 16 were counted (JGJ). The best count totaled 25 at BOL on 25 July 
(LE). 

\ pa<;t Tern: Birds found at unexpected locations included one spotted near Antioch 
in late June (BA) and 2 located at Champion L which had been present at least a 
week prior to 11 June (MB, DH). At Martin Bay, LM, 3 nests were noted on 20 
June (BP, LP); and at the north end of Kingsley Dam, 6 adults were nesting on 26 
June (JS), indicating a minimum of 6 nests (12 adult birds). The only other report 
was of one bird seen near Black Island Area along the Elkhorn River on 5 July (DH); 
there is a small population of breeding birds along this river. 

Rlack Tern : The last spring migrant was one found at Wood Duck Area on 17 June 
(DH), and the first in fall were 300 counted in the east RWB on 17 July (JGJ). This 
species is scarce away from breeding areas in the period from mid-June through 
early July. 

Rnnk Dove: Routine reports. 

Fnrasian Colfared-Dove : Probably to become a regular comment here, a new 
breeding location was reported this summer. A pair present most of the summer in 
Pierce was accompanied by 2 young around 23 July (fide MB). This sighting 
identifies the 2nd breeding location for NE. Up to 5 were present at the Kearney 
breeding location (LB, B), although no report was received of fledglings. 

Mourning Dove ; Routine reports. 

Black-billed Cuckoo : There have been few reports in recent years, and only 
about 7 birds were reported this period. The westernmost was one seen south of 
Benkelman on 12 June (DH); it breeds throughout the Republican Valley. 
Y e .U, Q W 7 M LIeti CmcKqq: Routine reports. 

Barn Owl : None reported. 

Eastern Screech-Owl: None reported. 

Great Horned Owl : Routine reports. 

Burrowing Owl : The best count reached 12 at Fort Niobrara NWR on 21 June 
(BP, LP), also the most easterly reported. 

Barred Owl : Routine reports. 

Long-eared Owl : One bird reported on the south side of Enders Res on 11 June 
was seen on a post and hunting (MB), suggestive of local breeding. This sighting is 
the first summer record for Chase Co, where there are no confirmed breeding 
records. Breeding has been reported virtually statewide, and there are 2 summer 
records fbr adjacent Perkins Co. 

Short-qa red Owl: None reported. 

Commpn Niohthawk : Surprisingly, none was noted at Alma between 5 June and 
28 July (GH,WH). Elsewhere, reports were routine. 

Common Poor-will: None reported. 

Obuck-wiM's-widow: None reported. 

Whip-p oor-will : Still singing in late July were the 4 found in Cass Co (GW). 
Chimne y Swift: Routine reports. 
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White-throated Swift : Reports arrived from expected summering locations 
east to West Ash Canyon, where birds were seen between 11 and 1 3 June (WM). 
The best count totaled 7 at Soldier Creek, Fort Robinson, on 20 June (LE). 
Rubv-throated Hummingbird : Numbers are low in summer; the only reports 
were of singles seen in Cass Co on 18 June (GW) and at Papillion on 1 6 June (B). 
Kingfisher: Routine reports. 

Lewis's Woodpecker : Rather rare in the breeding season, encouraging reports 
arrived from locations where breeding has not been noted in recent years. Although 
breeding was not confirmed in either case, at least one bird was located in West 
Ash Canyon from 11 June through late June (WM, BA), and another was spotted in 
the Soldier Creek area, Fort Robinson SP, on 22 and 25 June (LE). It appears that 
very low numbers occur each year in the Pine Ridge, but the frequency of breeding 
is unknown. 

Red-headed Woodpecker : Numbers were low through the period in Lancaster Co 
(LE). It may be that starlings cause some problems with this species. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker : Although it breeds throughout the Republican Valley, 
numbers are lowest in the west, where 2 were seen at Rock Creek L on 1 2 June 
(MB, DH) and one was located southeast of Parks, Dundy Co, on 12 June (DH). 
Downv Woodpecker : Routine reports. 

Hairv Woodpecker : Routine reports. 

Northern Flicker: Routine reports. 

Pileated Woodpecker : Wrapping up the first-of-the-century breeding 
occurrence on North Stream Trail, FF, 2 young were noted on 17 June (BP, LP); 
and by 10 July, the young and adults had left the area (B). An adult was noted along 
the railroad tracks at FF on 1 2 June (B). 

Western Wood-Pewee : The easternmost spotted were in West Ash Canyon in 
late June (BA) and at CLNWR on 5 June (AK), the latter about as far east as regular 
breeding occurs. 

Eastern Wood-Pewee : The westernmost reported was one spotted at Alma on 
20 June (GH, WH). Harlan Co identifies the western edge of the bird’s range in the 
Republican Valley. 

Acadian Flycatcher : Rather far north was a pair located at Ashford Scout Camp 
on 3 July (B). 

Willow Flycatcher : Reports of this statewide breeder occurred west only as far 
as FL, where as many as 11 singing birds were found on 1 2 June (LR, RH). 

Least Flycatcher : The last for the spring migration were a single banded at 
Bellevue on 1 June (RG) and another found in Cass Co on 8 June (GW). The latter 
bird may have been attempting to summer, a rare occurrence in that area. Such 
birds should be monitored for evidence of breeding activity, of which there is little 
in NE. 

Cordilleran Flycatcher : The best count totaled 5 in Sowbelly and Monroe 
Canyons on 27 Juqe (JS). Numbers reported are up in recent years, and reports 
were received as far east this year as West Ash Canyon, where one was located on 
22 June (LE). 

Eastern Phoebe : One was noted with young on 1 3 July at Spring Creek Prairie, 
Lancaster Co (KP). 

Sav's Phoebe : Happy news was of at least one bird spotted at the southwest 
Dixon Co site throughout the period (JJ). Hopefully another was there to maintain 
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this easternmost outpost for the species. A count of 6 was made in northwest Sioux 
Co on 21 June (LE). 

Crested Flycatcher : Although it breeds throughout the Republican 
Valley, numbers are low west of Harlan Co, where territorial birds were noted at 8 
locations (GH, WH). Westward, singles were spotted at the Rock Creek L and the 
nearby fish hatchery on 12 June (MB, DH). Far to the northwest, but at a regular 
location, were 2 identified in Monroe Canyon on 24 June (LE). 
robin's Kingbird : Rather common in certain locations in the Panhandle, 3 were 
found in Long Canyon on 4 June (B) and 4 were located in Smiley Canyon on 20 
June, with one of the latter carrying nesting material; and 6 were seen there on 25 
June (LE). 

tern Kingbird : Numbers are low in the extreme east, but 2 were spotted in 
southeastern Otoe Co on 5 June (LF, CF), and one was located in Cass Co on 8 June 
(GW). 

Fa stern Kingbird : Routine reports. 

<;rissor-tailed Flycatcher : One was noted on a BBS route 3 miles south of 
Sumner, Dawson Co, on 5 June (TEL). This sighting represents one of about 15 
summer records since 1980 scattered statewide and not associated with breeding 
evidence. 

I ooaerhead Shrike : Routine reports. 

Roll's Vireo : Routine reports. 

Plumbeous Vireo: Routine reports. 

Yellow-throated Vireo : Routine reports. 

Warbling Virei? : Routine reports. 

Red-eved Vireo: Routine reports. 

Blue Jav: Routine reports. 

Pinvon Jav : Usually rather inconspicuous in summer, a "raucous feeding group" 
of 10 was located in Smiley Canyon on 20 June (LE), and at least one bird was 
noted in Monroe Canyon in late June (BA). 

Clark's Nutcracker : A rare sighting was one spotted in Sowbelly Canyon on 24 
June (LE). Apart from a couple of major invasions when birds remained into 
summer from the previous winter, there are only about 5 reports of summer birds, 
all but one (Wildcat Hills) in the Pine Ridge. 

Eurasian Jackdaw : A black bird with a gray head, larger than a robin, appeared 
at a Lincoln feeder on 22 July (HS), but it was suggested (NP, others) that it was 
probably a molting juvenile Common Grackle. The latter can appear very gray at 
this time of year. If indeed a jackdaw, it would almost certainly be an escaped pet. 
Black-billed Magpie : At the eastern edge of the range were 2 birds seen near 
Hoskins on 3 July (LF, CF) and one found at Pierce Creek L on 19 June (B). An 
update on the eastern edge of the range includes Cuming and Dodge Cos, where it 
now occurs year-round (LE). The eastern edge of breeding now passes from Dakota 
Co south to Cuming, Dodge, and Clay Cos, possibly including Lancaster Co. 
America n Crow : Routine reports. 

Horned Lark: Rather unusual was a family group of 4 Horned Larks, including 2 
fledglings, with a fledgling juvenile Brown-headed Cowbird found in Cuming Co on 
18 July (LE). Peter Lowther (Bull Kansas Ornith Soc., 35:25, 1984) cites records 
of Horned Lark parasitism, although these are apparently not common. 
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Purple Martin : Good numbers now summer in Alma, where it has nested the last 
2 years (GH, WH); and the species is also doing well in Bellevue, with 125 banded, 
the most for the observer in any season (RG). 

Tree Swallow : This species is unevenly distributed throughout the state, nesting 
wherever suitable habitat occurs, as well as in nestboxes. It is most numerous in 
the east, and probably least numerous in the Republican Valley and the Sandhills. 
The species was identified at CLNWR on 5 June (AK); 6 were seen 11 miles west of 
Tryon, Keith Co, on 12 June (DH), and it was spotted along Highway 2 in Sheridan 
Co on 18 June (LE). In Harlan Co, 4 were found on 20 June (LR, RH), and a few 
summered at Alma, with young being fed on 25 June (GH, WH). 

Violet-areen Swallow : Reports arrived from known breeding locations in June: 
West Ash Canyon (WM), northwest Sioux Co (LE), and Scotts Bluff NM (B). 
Northern Rouah-winaed Swallow: Routine reports. 

Cliff Swallow : The best count reached 1,250 at FL on 18 July (LR, RH). Massive 
flocks occur in the RWB at this time of year. 

Barn Swallow: Routine reports. 

Black-capped Chickadee : Routine reports. 

Tufted Titmouse : Routine reports. 

Re_d-t)jg, ^ s te d Nu thatch: Routine reports. 

White-breasted Nuthatch : This species does not occur statewide in summer; it 
is most numerous in the Missouri Valley and along the Niobrara River to the Pine 
Ridge. It is common at Alma (GH, WH) and breeds throughout the Republican Valley, 
although rare westward. A pair located near Gibbon 20 June was the only sighting 
for the summer there (LR, RH); it is uncommon to absent in the Platte Valley west 
of Grand Island. Observers should report summer sightings of this species away 
from northern and eastern NE. 

Pvamv Nuthatch : The only report was of 3 birds sighted in Sowbelly Canyon on 
24 June (LE). 

Brown Creeper : Singing birds were seen at FF on 6 June (BP, LP) and 12 June 
(B), a known breeding location. 

Roc k - Wre n: Routine reports. 

Carolina Wren : All reports came from expected locations in southeastern NE. 
Bewick's Wren : The singing bird which appeared at Ashfall Fossil Beds SHP in 
mid-May was still present at least through 5 July (B). 

House Wren : Routine reports. 

Sedge Wren : Many reports arrived of this species with its unusual movements 
and time of breeding. It is least numerous from mid-June through early July, when 
most have passed through northward, and migrants have not returned. Returning 
migrants that have not bred successfully apparently will breed in NE and Kansas if 
conditions are suitable, usually in mid-July through August. Most June to July 
records occur in the east, although this year 1 to 2 were again present throughout 
the period ih prairie near Gibbon (LR, RH), where a small "colony" has recently 
established itselfy "Many" were singing west of Bellevue on 13 June (B). All other 
reports were from early June, the last 2 in Lancaster Co on 6 June (LE). No others 
were reported in' Lancaster Co until 11 July (LE), the same day a few were found in 
the east RWB (LR, RH), and about when 20 singing birds appeared on the Keystone 
Trail, Omaha, on 13 July (BP, LP). By 25 July, the species had become numerous 
again, with 31 reported in the east RWB that day (JGJ). Evidence of timing of 
nesting would be valuable. 
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Wren : A singing bird spotted at LaPlatte Bottoms on 10 July (BP, LP) was 
located about as far southeast as one can be in NE and find suitable breeding habitat. 
pii j P-grgv Gnatcatcher : A persistent group has established itself along Stage 
Hill Road, Wildcat Hills, where 2 were found on 27 June (JS). This species is 
expanding its range significantly into southeastern Wyoming and southwestern NE. 
p ? g^ern Bluebird : Rather far west, where it is uncommon in the western 
Republican Valley, were 9 found below Enders Res dam on 12 June (DH). 

Mountain Bluebird : Five young were seen on 24 June in north Sioux Co (LE), and 
birds were present in west Ash Canyon in late June (BA). 

Tny/nsend's Solitaire : The only report was of one bird seen in Sowbelly Canyon 
on 27 June (JS), where it is a only a casual breeder. 

fi r ^y-cheeked Thrush : A rather late migrant appeared in Cass Co on 3 June 
(GW). 

^wainson's Thrush : The latest spring records for the state are from the 
northwest, in mid-June. This year one was identified at CLNWR on 5 June (AK), and 
another was spotted in West Ash Canyon between 11 and 13 June (WM). 

Wnnd Thrush : The only report came from southeastern Otoe Co on 7 June (LF, 
CF). Observers should report sightings of this species, as it is a good indicator of 
woodland status. 

American Robin : Routine reports. 
f^rav Catbird : Routine reports. 

Northern Mockingbird : This species is now hard to miss in summer in the 
Panhandle and south of the Platte Valley. Elsewhere, 2 were seen in Seward Co on 
2 June (B), and singles were located in Cass Co on 6 June (GW) and in Omaha on 11 
June (B). 

Brown Thrasher : A good count was 27 tallied in Adams Co on 6 June (LR, RH). 
European Starling : Flocks of juveniles form as early as mid-June; a flock of 65 
was noted in Lancaster Co on 1 3 June (LE). 

Cedar Waxwina : Breeding birds are scattered statewide; a nesting pair was 
located at Rock Creek L on 12 June (MB, DH), and birds carrying nesting material 
were found at 2 locations in Alma on 20 June (GH, WH). And as many as 10 were 
spotted at Alma on 22 June (GH, WH). 

Blue-winaed Warbler : Two territorial singing males were reported: one at FF 
on 11 June (JG), and another along the north shore of the Niobrara River between 
Cornell Dam and Berry Bridge on 18 June (PK). These are only the 3rd and 4th 
reports for NE later than 3 June. 

Qranae-crowned Warbler : Rather incredible was the report of one seen near FL 
on 28 July (GH, WH), although there is precedent, as one was reported by Rosche in 
Keith Co on 19 July 1977. This species may arrive early in fall, as early dates are 
August 10,11,12. 

Northern Parula : The only report was of 2 found singing in FF on 18 June (BP, 
LP). 

Yellow Warbler : Routine reports. 

Yellow rumped (Audubon's) Warbler : Reports arrived from the summer 
range in June in West Ash Canyon (WM) and northern Sioux Co (LE). 
Yellow-t hroated Warbler : The only report was of one bird singing at FF on 18 
June (BP, LP). 

Cerulean Warbler : None reported. 
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Black-and-white Warbler : The two reports came from the breeding range: 
singles were spotted at Long Pine Area on 22 June (B) and in Sowbelly Canyon on 
24 June (LE). 

American Redstart : Reports arrived from the usual breeding range in June in 
Cass Co (GW), West Ash Canyon (WM), and northern Sioux and Dawes Cos (LE); but 
a pair found on the northern edge of Scottsbluff on 9 July (AK) is one of very few 
such reports away from the Pine Ridge in the west. 

Prothonotarv Warbler: None reported. 

Qvenbird : Routine reports. 

Louisiana Waterthrush : Two reports were received, one from Platte River SP 
on 22 July (LF, CF), a known breeding location, and another from a rather 
northerly location in northern Thurston Co on 18 June (B). The latter is the 
northernmost summer record for this species. 

Kentucky Warbler : The two reports came from the current breeding range: two 
birds seen at Hummel Park, Omaha, on 20 June (B) and one found at Schramm SP on 
4 July (B). 

MacGillivrav's Warbler : Two birds were reported at Gilbert-Baker 
Campground, Monroe Canyon, on 25 July; although not certain, the observer 
suspected that one was a young bird (EB). This sighting is about a month early for 
fall migrants and raises the possibility of breeding there. The species breeds in the 
higher Black Hills, but there is no evidence that it ever bred in NE. 

Common Yellowthroat : The abundance of this species in suitable habitat was 
emphasized by a count of 100 along only 60 yards of dike at FL on 12 June (LR, 
RH). As the observers asked, "how many in all" are at FL in the summer? 

Hooded Warbler : A still-hopeful male was singing along the stream at the 
northern edge of Hummel Park, Omaha, on 20 June (JT). It had not relocated as of 
26 June (BP, LP, MB). 

Wilson's Warbler : A very late migrant was singing along the southern side of 
Enders Res on 1 3 June (MB). This sighting represents the latest of 8 early June 
reports for the state, most from the west. 

Yellow-breasted Chat: Three birds seen along the southern side of HCR on-20 
June (LR, RH) provide what appears to be the only report of this species in the 
Republican Valley for many years. It has essentially been extirpated in eastern NE 
and only occurs in numbers in the north and west. Any other records from the 
Republican Valley would be very interesting. 

Summer Tanaqsr: None reported. 

Scarlet Tanager : A pair spotted at Schramm SP on 4 July (BP, LP) was the 
westernmost reported, but still within the regular range. 

Western Tanaaer : Routine reports. 

Eastern Towhee : The one spotted on the southern side of HCR on 20 June 
appeared at the western edge of the breeding range, which extends along the 
Republican Valley to the Orleans area. Hybrids predominate from there westward. 
Spotted Towhee : Both towhee species occur in "pure" form in Harlan Co, as well 
as hybrids. Spotteds were more numerous there this summer, with 7 counted along 
a 5-mile stretch of road (GH, WH). Up to 4 summered near Gibbon (LR, RH), also at 
the eastern edge of the summer range. 

Cassin's Sparrow : Reports arrived from the usual range in southern Dundy Co: 
3 birds were located 4 miles west and a half mile south of Benkelman on 12 June 
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(MB), and 8 were counted west of Benkelman on the Benkelman BBS route on 26 
June (JS). No others were reported. 

rapping Sparrow : This species is least numerous south of the Platte River and 
west of Grand Island, and in the Sandhills, for which areas breeding evidence is 
spotty; although present the last 2 summers in Alma, nesting has not yet been 
noted (GH, WH). 

prpwer's Sparrow : Reports arrived from the usual breeding range in the 
western Panhandle, along the Wyoming border in Sioux Co in late June (BA, LE); and 
one was counted on the Kimball BBS route on 27 June (JS), where it had been noted 
for the first time in 1998. 

Fipld Sparrow : Uncommon westward south of the Platte Valley, 3 were sighted 
at Enders Res on 8 June (DH). A good count as far west as Harlan Co was 10 found 
on 20 June along the southern side of HCR (LR, RH). 

Vpc;per Sparrow : Routine reports. 
i ark Sparrow : Routine reports. 
i ark Bunting : Routine reports. 

^avannah Sparrow : The only report of this rare summering bird was of 3 seen 
at LM on 29 June (CNK). There are scattered summer records for the Panhandle and 
in northern NE. 

Grasshopper Sparrow : Good numbers occupy sandy outliers south of the Platte 
River in northern Kearney Co: 5 were counted on 12 June and 14 on 18 July (LR, 
RH). This species is abundant in drier grasslands, most of which are in central and 
western NE. 

Henslow's Sparrow : A singing bird spotted at Nine Mile Prairie, Lincoln, on 2 
June (JS) fits the pattern of recent prairie-remnant-related sightings in 
southeastern NE; but unexpected was the report of one bird singing on 25 July at 
Harvard Marsh (JGJ). 

Song Sparrow : As many as 30 were seen at FL on 12 June (LR, RH). This species 
is slowly establishing itself throughout the RWB; one was noted 3 miles northwest 
of Holstein, Kearney Co, on 6 June (LR, RH), and 2 were found at Jensen Basin on 
6 June (LR, RH). 

Swamp Sparrow : All reports arrived from the growing population at FL, where 
the best count reached 20 on 5 July (LR, RH, LB), a new high for the location. 
Dark-eved Junco : None reported. 

McCown's Lonaspur : Several reports were received from the summer range in 
the western Panhandle. Five birds were found along the Wyoming border in Sioux Co 
on 24 June (LE), as many as 17 were counted on the Agate BBS route in central 
Sioux Co on 28 June (JS), and 6 were found on the Kimball BBS route in 
southwestern Kimball Co on 27 June (JS). 

Chestnut-collared Lonaspur : Good numbers of this species were also found in 
the Panhandle; 51 were counted on the Agate BBS route in central Sioux Co on 28 
June (JS) and 13 on the Kimball BBS route in southwestern Kimball Co on 27 June 
(JS). 

Northern Cardinal: Breeding occurs throughout the Republican Valley, but 
numbers are low westward. Enders Res hosted 4 to 5 in the period from 7 to 12 
June (DH), and a pair was located at Rock Creek L on 12 June (DH). 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak : Three appeared in the observers' yard near Gibbon 
from 4 June through the period (LR, RH); no Black-headed Grosbeaks were noted 
there. 
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Black-head ed Grosbeak: Routine reports. 

Blue Grosbeak : As many as 5 singing males were found in northern Thurston Co 
on 18 June (B), a good count for the east. 

Lazuli Bunting : Routine reports. 

Indiao Bunting : Routine reports. 

Dickcissel : Rather uncommon westward, especially early in summer, 6 were 
counted between Imperial and Enders Res on 7 June (DH). 

Bobolink : This species was widely reported this summer, including sites south of 
the Platte Valley. In June, young were noted at 2 locations in Cass Co (GW), and 
birds were seen in eastern Otoe Co (GW, LF, CF) and at Jack Sinn Marsh on 2 June 
(B). July reports are likely to be of migrants; the 22 in a flock in Cuming Co on 17 
July (LE) provided a clear example, but single birds or small family-sized groups in 
July are equivocal as to their status. Examples of the latter are one bird spotted at 
Mallard Haven on 6 July (BP, LP) and 3 reported at Sacramento-Wilcox Area on 13 
July (GH, WH). 

Rqd-vyjnqed piacKfrirfr Routine reports. 

Eastern Meadowlark : Rarely reported from south of the Platte Valley and 
westward, one was singing at FL on 12 June (LR, RH). Are there other summer 
sites west of Grand Island and south of the Platte Valley? 

Western Meadowlark: Routine Reports. 

Yellow-headed Blackbird : Most southerly were the 45 birds seen at FL, a 
regular summer location, on 12 June (LR, RH), and a few present all summer near 
Nebraska City (LF, CF). 

Brevysr 1 ? pigcfrbird: Routine reports. 

Great-tailed Grackle: Young were noted at FL, a regular breeding location, on 
11 July (LB). The species continued at the far western outpost, Kiowa Springs, 
near where 4 were seen on 22 June (AK). Other sightings, of small numbers, were 
scattered around Lancaster Co on 6 June and 25 July (LE) and in Otoe Co between 
1 2 June and 1 July (LF, CF). 

Common Grackle : Flocks form by mid-July, such as one of 280 birds spotted in 
Cuming Co on 17 July (LE). 

Brown-headed Cowbird : Reports were routine, but see the preceding Hismed 
Lark report. 

Orchard Oriole: Adults were seen feeding unfledged young at LM on 29 June 
(CNK). 

Baltimore Oriole : A male spotted at Champion L on 12 June (DH) was rather far 
west, although "pure" birds occur in summer statewide except for the Panhandle. 
Bullock's Oriole : Gering Cem is a good place for this species; 2 pairs were found 
feeding young there on 4 July, with one brood fledged and the other still in the nest 
(CNK). As many as 13 were counted in northern Sioux and Dawes Cos between 19 
and 25 June (LE). The two located on the Agate BBS route on 28 June (JS) must 
have looked hard to find a tree! 

Hojj.£g li n s h : Routine reports. 

Red Crossbill : This species was common on the Pine Ridge (LE), with "loads" 
reported in Monroe Canyon and "at least a truckload” observed in West Ash Canyon 
between 11 and 13 June. (WM). How many Red Crossbills are there in a load??? 
Ten appeared in the observers' yard on 13 June (AK), a time when young are 
fledged and birds wander around in flocks. 
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pjnp Siskin : An adult male (ASY-M for you banders) was spotted rather late at 
Bellevue on 1 June and was promptly banded (RG). Few others were reported, the 
2 sighted in Monroe Canyon representing the only ones seen on a trip through the 
Pine Ridge (LE); and at least one was seen at Gering Cem on 4 July (CNK). 

Amprican Goldfinch : Routine reports. 

Sparrow ; Routine reports. 


* * * * * 


The Ultraviolet Bird^jof Nebraska 

Paul A. Johnsgard 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln 

That the visual range of at least some birds extends into the ultraviolet 
region has been known since the early 1970s, when it was first discovered in 
hummingbirds and pigeons. The ultraviolet region is that energy consisting of light 
waves shorter than violet, and thus beyond human perception. Although UV 
perception has long been recognized to occur in many insects and other 
invertebrate groups, scientists had doubted that either birds or mammals have 
this ability. Instead, it was generally assumed that the vertebrate cornea provides 
a protective block to ultraviolet waves, perhaps because UV energy can do damage 
to the living cells of the retina. Similarly, melanin in the dead mammalian cells of 
the skin's surface layer provides such a block for preventing UV light from 
reaching living cells underneath. 

However, recent studies (Bennett and Cuthill, 1994; Burkhardt, 1989; 
Burkhardt and Finger, 1991; Chen et al., 1984; Derim-Ogiu & Maximov,1994; 

Parrish et al., 1984) have shown that UV perception occurs in many birds, 

perhaps even most. It might prove useful to birds in several ways. One is that, 
although most vegetation does not reflect UV, some fruits and seeds do, and thus 
they may be more obvious to fruit- and seed-eating birds when foraging. 

Additionally, some insects reflect UV as well, and this might also be significant in 
foraging by insectivores. Perhaps most importantly, UV perception may alter the 
way that birds see other birds of their own or other species. Thus, strong UV 
reflections might help make an individual more attractive to a potential mate, as 
has been shown in several recent studies (Bennett et al., 1996; Andersson & 
Amundsen, 1997). On the other hand, a plumage that does not reflect UV might 
allow a bird to blend into its background and thus make it less conspicuous to an 
enemy having similar UV visual sensitivity. Other suggested advantages of UV 
sensitivity in birds include its possible application in achieving celestial 

orientation when navigating over unfamiliar territory (Parrish et al., 1984), or 
for use by predators in following the spoor or scent marks of prey animals that 
leave UV "tracks" behind them (Koivula et al., 1997). 

intrigued by these thoughts, I recently obtained a research-quality source 
of UV light (much more effective than the "black light" bulbs that are readily 
available commercially, although these might also serve for school science 
projects). I then examined some study specimens of Nebraska birds, using it as a 
sole source of illumination. Many of the birds, perhaps most, showed no apparent 
change in the colors we perceive under normal incandescent or so-called "white" 
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light. However, some changes were quite remarkable. The bluish to black colors of 
the Corvidae were especially impressive. An American Crow literally shimmered 
in its violet iridescence, whereas a Gray Jay was transformed into a strange, 
rather unworldly greenish hue. Blue Jays and Steller's Jays were more 
intensively bluish and generally more brilliant. Their blue feather colors are 
produced by a combination of typical light refracting metallic iridescent hues and 
the so-called "Tyndall effect." This latter results from a light-scattering of the 
shorter blue-to-violet light waves by extremely small melanin granules at or near 
the feather surface. The same visual effect is also responsible for the seemingly 
blue sky above us, and is caused by similar light-scattering by atmospheric dust 
particles. Scattering of even shorter light waves can produce ultraviolet 
reflectance. 

Other visual effects that I noticed were equally remarkable. The 
reflectance levels of a male Common Grackle and of a male Brown-headed Cowbird 
were high, but those of a female Cowbird were nil, as one might expect from a 
bird that often remains hidden in vegetation while looking for nests to parasitize. 
The ruby gorget of a Ruby-throated Hummingbird became more intense and violet- 
tinted, and it is likely that many hummingbirds use the UV end of the spectrum for 
important gorget-related signaling (Goldsmith, 1980; Bleiweiss, 1995). The green 
head of a male Mallard seemed as it were lit up from within, and Mallards are also 
among those bird species now known to see into the ultraviolet. Even more 
remarkably, the large, seemingly black, spots on the scapulars and inner wing 
feathers of a Mourning Dove strongly reflected a beautiful purplish-violet cast, as 
did the small oval dark marks on its lower cheeks. Many other doves and pigeons 
have similar blackish head spots or neck markings that might be equally reflective 
of UV light, and perhaps these areas are of special behavioral importance to doves 
and pigeons generally. The bronzy iridescence on the necks of Mourning Doves and 
Rock Doves were also much more conspicuous under UV light, and these areas are 
very conspicuous during display calling. 

All of these observations make me believe that our human eyesight does 
not allow us to perceive the world as most birds do, and that they at times might 
be responding to visual clues literally beyond our ken. For example, are the 
ultraviolet "tear-drops" on the cheeks of a Mourning Dove an important visual 
"target" for close-up courtship, or are they perhaps important for stimulating 
preening by its mate? It would be interesting to modify or eliminate these small 
marks, and see what behavioral effects might result. Two individual male birds 
that, to human eyes, might appear identical, may be of quite differing attraction to 
females, depending upon their feathers' levels of UV reflectance. It has also been 
found that putting UV-reflectant leg bands on a bird can have social effects on 
other birds in ways we might not anticipate (Hunt et al., 1997; McGraw et al. f 
1999). The potential importance of recognizing the possible effects of avian UV 
light perception should not be under-estimated by students of bird behavior hoping 
to understand and perhaps experimentally manipulate their research subjects. 

Andersson, S., and T. Amundsen. 1977. Ultraviolet color vision and ornamentation 
in Bluethroats. PrQQ, ftoygj Sp.Q, .qL L.Q P . to (B ); BiPl. Sci- 264:1587-91. 
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* *■ * * * 

COOPERATIVE WHOOPING CRANE TRACKING PROJECT 
(March 1999 - May 1999) 

(An edited version of the United States Department of the Interior report follows.) 

A peak population of 182 (164 adult/subadult and 18 juvenile) whooping 
cranes was reported at Aransas during the winter of 1998-99. An adult plumaged 
whooping crane, which wintered with sandhill cranes about 90 miles northeast of 
Aransas in Fort Bend County, was the record 183rd bird in the wintering flock. 
No birds are known to have been lost at Aransas during the winter. A 1986 color- 
marked female with a broken leg, last observed at Quivira NWR on December 29, 
1998, was not reported during the spring migration, and is assumed to be dead. 
An estimated 183 whooping cranes migrated north in the spring of 1999, a net 
increase of 2 birds from the 181 present in spring, 1998. Departures from 
Aransas were about one week ahead of average. All cranes had migrated by April 
21 . 

The first dates recorded for confirmed observations of migrating 
whooping cranes were March 4 in the United States and April 9 in Canada. The 
last sighting date was May 24. Sightings were reported from Oklahoma (2); 
Kansas (5); Nebraska (14); Iowa (2); North Dakota (6); Saskatchewan, Canada 
(13); and Manitoba, Canada (2). No confirmed sightings were reported in either 
Texas or South Dakota. 
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The peak of the migration in the United States appeared to be between 
April 2 and 1 5. An adult plumaged crane, probably the bird which wintered in Fort 
Bend County, Texas, was observed along the Platte River in central Nebraska 
from March 4 to March 23. 

Major storms within the migratory corridor occurred on April 1 to 2, 
April 8, and April 14 to 15. Heavy snow fell across parts of North and South 
Dakota on April 1 to 2. On April 8, an intense low pressure area moved northeast 
across Nebraska, producing severe storms and strong west to northwest winds 
from Kansas northward. In all likelihood, the confirmation of nine whooping cranes 
in western Iowa on April 9, a sighting in Manitoba of two birds on April 14, and 
other sightings of birds east of the migration corridor were the result of the April 
8 storm. Another storm on April 14 to 15 produced heavy rain and strong 
northwest winds. Persistent cloudy, cool weather with north winds from April 23 
to 28 slowed the migration, and resulted in prolonged stopovers in Nebraska and 
Kansas. 

Please contact Mr. Wally Jobman, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service if 
observation details are desired (203 West Second Street, Federal Building, Second 
Floor, Grand Island, NE, 58801; commercial telephone: (308) 382-6468, ext. 16; 
FAX (308) 384-8835; or e-mail, wally_jobman@mail.fws.gov). 

Confirmed 

Spring 1999 Whooping Crane Sightings in the U.S.A. 


State/Obs. Date No. Location 


NE 99A-1 03/04-23/99 1 


NE99A-2 03/21/99 1 

NE99A-3 03/21-23/99 1 

NE 99A-4 03/29/99 1 

ND99A-5 04/01-02/99 2 

NE 99A-6 04/02-08/99 2+1 


Buffalo, Hall, and Hamilton Cos., 3 
miles south and 2 east of Gibbon, 
T9N, R13W, S32, E2; 6 miles west 
and 1 south of Doniphan, T9N, 
R10W, SI 8, NW4; Platte River, 
0.75 miles upstream from Hwy 34 
bridge southeast of Grand Island, 
T1 ON, R9W, SI, SW4, SW4. 

Buffalo Co., 2 miles south and 2 
west of Gibbon 1-80 interchange, 
flying. T8N, R14W, S11. 

Hall Co., Platte River, 2 miles 
south and 2 west of Wood River I- 
80 inter-change, T9N, R1 2W, S23, 
NW4, SE4. 

Buffalo Co., 1 mile south, 2 west, 
and 0.75 south of Shelton 1-80 
interchange, T8N, R13W, S4, SE4. 
Mountrail Co., 5 miles south of 
Ross. T155N, R92W, SI 8. 

Rock Co., 3 miles east, 3 north and 
0.5 east of Bassett. T31N, R18W, 
S30, SE4. 
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State/Obs. 

Date 

No. 

Location 

NE 99A-7 

04/03/99 

2 

Phelps Co., 2 miles south of 
Overton 1-80 interchange, 1.5 
miles east, and 0.5 south. T8N, 
R19W, SI 7, N1/2. W-nil; BwB-nil. 

NE 99A-8 

04/03/99 

2 

Phelps Co., Funk Lagoon WPA, 1.5 
miles east and 2 north of Funk. 
T6N, R17W, S10, NW4, SE4; SI 5, 
NE4, SW4; SI 5, SE4. 

NE 99A-9 

04/06/99 

2 

Hall Co., flying 1 mile east of Grand 
Island. T114, R9W, S24. 

NE 99A-10 

04/02-08/99 

2 

Holt Co., 5 miles east, 6 north, and 
0.25 east of Newport. T31N, 
R16W, S5, SW4. 

NE 99A-11 

04/06-08/99 

2 

Loup Co., 5 miles west, 1.5 north, 
and 0.5 east of Taylor. T21N, 
R19W, S13.NW4, SE4. 

NE99-A12 

04/09-11/99 

2+1 

Antelope Co., 5 miles west and 1 
north of Clearwater. T26N, R8W, 
S29, 32. G-GwG. 

IA 99A-13 

04/09-12/99 

6 

Harrison Co., 2 miles west of Hwy 
30/1-29 inter-change, 2.5 south, 
and 1 east. T72N, R45W, S36. 
HS-W. 

IA 99A-14 

04/09-12/99 

2+1 

Page Co., 2.4 miles north of Essex. 
T70N, R39W, SI 4, NW4. 

KS 99A-15 

04/11/99 

2 

Phillips Co., 2 miles east of 
Phillipsburg. T3S, R17W, S29. 

ND99A-16 

04/11/99 

2 

Burke Co., 3 miles south and 7 west 
of Coteau. T160N, R91W, S8, SE4. 

ND 99A-17 

04/14-19/99 

3 

Burleigh Co., 2 miles north and 0.5 
east of Moffit. T1 37N, R76W, S4; 
T138N, R76W, S33, 34. Nil-HS. 

ND 99A-18 

04/14/99 

2 

Burke Co., 6 miles north and 5 east 
of Bowbells. T162N, R88W, S5. 

NE 99A-19 

04/12/99 

4 

Buffalo Co., flying 8 miles west of 
Ravenna. T12N, R15W, S7. 

OK 99A-20 

04/07/99 

6 

Custer Co., flying over Washita 
NWR hqtrs., 6 miles west and 1 
north of Butler. T14N, R20W, S26. 

OK 99A-21 

04/07-08/99 

8 

Custer Co., 5 miles south and 1 
west of Thomas. T14N, R15W, 
S24. 

ND 99A-22 

04/15-17/99 

5 

Sargent Co., 4.5 miles west of and 
0.5 north of Havana. T1 29N, R56W, 
S28, NW4. 
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State/Obs. Date No. Location 


ND99A-23 04/14/99 2 

NE 99A-24 04/24-30/99 4+1 

KS99A-25 04/19/99 3 

KS 99A-26 04/20/99 8 

KS 99A-27 04/25-26/99 8 

NE99A-28 03/15/99 2 

KS 99A-29 04/26-30/99 2 


Sheridan Co., 3 miles south of 
Martin. T1 SON, R74W, S26. 

Phelps Co., 1 mile north and 1.5 
east of Funk, Funk WPA. T6N, 
R17W, SI 5, NE4, SW4; SI 5, E2; 
SI 6, NE4, SW4. 

Pratt Co., 1.25 miles east and 1 
south of Pratt, flying. T28S, 
R13W, SI. 

Rush Co., 6 miles north and 4 west 
of Pawnee Rock, flying. T19S, 
R16W, S36. 

Norton Co., 6 miles west and 2.5 
south of Norton. T3S, R24W, SI4, 
NE4, SW4. 

Buffalo Co., Platte River, 2.5 miles 
upstream (west) from the Gibbon 
Platte River bridge, Rowe Audubon 
Sanctuary. T8N, R14W, SI 0, SW4. 
Reno Co., 5 miles south, 2 west, 
and 0.5 south of Hutchinson. T24S, 
R6W, SI 5, NW4. 


* * * * * 


1998 NEBRASKA NESTING REPORT 

Wayne J. Mollhoff 
1817 Boyd Street 
Ashland, NE 68003 

INTRODUCTION 

Following a hiatus of nearly a decade, this report on the nesting birds of 
Nebraska reinstates a Nebraska Bird Review tradition that began with an 
anonymous compilation (apparently by the editor) of the notes from two observers 
in the 1955 breeding season (Anonymous 1956). By 1965, with the inception of 
the Cornell Nest Record Card Program, data was collected on standardized cards, 
with the completed cards being forwarded to Cornell University in New York. 

I accepted responsibility for the program several years ago; but by mutual 
agreement with the Nebraska Ornithologist's Union leadership, I have delayed work 
until the Nebraska Breeding Bird Atlas Project was completed. With that task 
largely finished, I plan to rebuild the network of cooperators who contributed so 
much time and expertise in the past. 

The bulk of this report consists of statements of goals, explanation of 
format, guidance for future work, explanation of standards, etc. It is followed by a 








Yfli fi7 No. 3 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


ina. 

report of my own nesting observations for 1998, and a request for assistance by 
interested observers in the future. 

Since major changes in content, format, and direction are planned, a draft 
was circulated to NOU Directors with whom I had been working, as well as a 
variety of researchers, authors, editors and potential users, to obtain their input. 
Their comments and discussion proved very useful and made significant 
improvements in the report. Their valuable contributions are very much 
appreciated. 

gACKGROUMI 

The first several nesting reports were published in written, essay-type 
format, and included many interesting and valuable details. As the number of 
contributors and records grew, however, the report soon assumed an abbreviated, 
almost telegraphic style (Pritchard & Pritchard 1958). This allowed the reporting 
of virtually every record of every species in every area of Nebraska, but 
precluded the inclusion of such important details as dates and locations. Nest 
record cards were sent directly to Cornell without retaining a copy here; hence, 
the information readily available to local researchers has been restricted to the 
limited information published in the annual nesting report. 

Rather than continuing the abbreviated, tabular format used recently (e.g. 
Bennett 1990), my plan is to use an open, essay-type format which includes more 
details. Species data reported will include name, date, observer, what was 
observed, and a brief location. This format will allow publication of nearly 
complete basic data on selected species. Routine reports of common, well-reported 
species will be mentioned only briefly but their full data will be added to our 
database, forwarded to the Cornell database (Baicich & Harrison 1997), and 
selected species will be accessioned into the Natural Heritage Program database at 
the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission (NGPC). 

DOCUMENTATION 

Insufficient documentation is a problem that has plagued the study the birds 
of Nebraska since the first reports were published more than a century ago. A 
recent note was published in American Birds reporting the first Nebraska nesting 
record of Marbled Godwit (Grzybowski 1990), but it lacked a date and listed the 
location only as Dawes County. Until further details are available, I believe this 
format is inadequate, especially to document a first record of breeding. 
Unfortunately, this is nothing new. A century ago, Bates (1899) reported that 
Pinyon Jays had been found breeding north of Rushvilie in Sheridan County in 1897. 
Most later authors have repeated that report, while adding a few new ones, all 
without specific details or conclusive evidence of breeding (Cary 1902; Bruner et 
al. 1904, Haecker et al. 1945; Rapp et al. 1958, 1971; Johnsgard 1979a, 1979b; 
Rosche 1982). Only Bruner (1901) and Johnsgard (1980, 1998) were more 
cautious and did not assume breeding. In fact, in the century since Bates first 
reported breeding, but without providing detailed, conclusive evidence, there has 
still not been a published report of an active Pinyon Jay nest in Nebraska, and 
definitive proof of breeding by the species in the state has yet to be published. I 
mention this simply as an example of our woeful lack of knowledge about a species 
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that we all "know" has been breeding in the state for at least the past century. 
However, in the absence of complete details and definitive proof of breeding, its 
breeding status must remain hypothetical. We must not assume anything, about this 
species or any other. Dr. Robert Wolcott’s gold standard, "We must know what we 
know, and record only what we know we know” (1899), is as applicable today as 
when he wrote it. 


DOCUMENTATION STANDARDS 

For more than a century, an adequately documented ornithological record, 
whether a written record or a specimen, has included at minimum: 1) the identity 
of the bird, 2) date, 3) location, 4) name of observer / collector, and, 5) what was 
observed / collected. While the bulk of such records have shifted from specimens 
to written records, the basic requirement for supporting data has not decreased; if 
anything, it has increased. A century ago Elliott Coues exhorted his colleagues to 
record at least a dozen items with each specimen collected. He then added, "But 
this [the specimen] is not enough; indeed, I am not sure that an ably conducted 
ornithological journal is not the better half of your operations." (Coues 1903). 
Without adequate supporting data, the usefulness of any record is severely limited. 

With that in mind, observers are encouraged to use the Cornell Nest Record 
Cards to ensure the collection of complete information in a standardized format. 
Whether submitted on a nest record card or in a written note, for a report to be 
adequately documented, it MUST include at least: 1) species name, 2) date of 
observation, 3) a reasonably precise, identifiable location (my preference would be 
a legal description including township, range, section), 4) name of the observer, 
and 5) what was observed (e.g. nest building, nest with eggs/young, dependent non- 
mobile young, etc.) Additional supporting details also requested on the card include 
comments on habitat, nest height and location, support plant/structure, etc. If you 
suspect nesting by a hybrid pair, a rare or unusual species but cannot find 
conclusive confirmatory evidence, send in a report anyway; it may lead eventually 
to the confirmation of an accidental breeder, or add a new species to our breeding 
list. 

PATA PROCESSING 

Once complete, the cards will be used to compile the annual nesting report 
and entered into a database. After entry in the local database, records on certain 
species will also be accessioned into the Nature Conservancy's Natural Heritage 

Program database maintained by NGPC. Finally, all completed records will then be 
forwarded to the database at Cornell University. 

U.S5S FQR. M.ESILNQ..PAIA 

Despite the continuous publication of our observations for a century, many 
of our regular breeders still have very few specific, complete data published, 
lacking such critical details as egg dates, dates of hatching and fledgling, location 
(except for the name of the county), and other details critical for researchers in 
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need of specific information. A prime example of the need for such data arose 
during the Nebraska Breeding Bird Atlas Project, when I was unable to provide a 
list of "safe dates" when each species could be expected to be breeding (as opposed 
to migrating, for example). Most atlas projects provided such a list; we were 
unable to do so because data on egg dates, hatching and fledging were, and are, 
simply not available for Nebraska. 

A careful reading of Ducey's exhaustive summary of breeding records 
(1988) reveals many of the gaps in our knowledge. The Breeding Bird Atlas 
project, 1984-1989, helped close many distributional gaps; but the report, while 
containing much new information on timing, clutch size, habitat, etc., also points 
out numerous remaining gaps in our knowledge of Nebraska's breeding avifauna 
(Mollhoff, in press). 

iqqfl NESTING REPORT (All records included in this report were from data 
collected by the author.): 

In response to a researcher's request for information from another 
researcher, and following the previously stated goals, l briefly collected data in 
1998 on House Finch breeding activity. A total of 21 active nests with eggs (NE) or 
nests with young (NY) were found, as follows: Cass Co. (NE) from 3 to 10 May; 
Saunders Co. (NE) between 2 and 12 May; Lancaster Co. (NE) between 4 and 18 
May; Polk Co. (NE) on 8 May; Lincoln Co. (NE, NY) on 17 May. In addition, occupied 
nests without eggs were noted in Madison, Nance and Platte counties on 8 May, and 
Scotts Bluff Co. on 15 May. With such a tight range of dates, it appears that 
breeding is closely synchronized across the length of the state, despite the fact 
that we may be dealing with two formerly separated populations. The reported 
nest sites included: blue spruce (17), white spruce (2), white fir( 2), and 1 in an 
open building. Other readily available sites to chose from included ponderosa pine, 
scotch pine, red cedar and a variety of other conifers and deciduous trees and 
shrubs, porches, garages, picnic shelters, etc. Nests were usually placed in the 
dense growth of small, ornamental conifers 8 to 15 feet in height, but were also 
occasionally found in the lower branches of mature trees. Most nests (14) were 
placed 6 to 10 ft. up, with extremes of 4 and 14 ft. There were frequently 1 to 3 
old nests in the same tree in varying stages of disrepair, suggesting that the same 
tree is often re-used even when additional identical trees are available only a few 
feet away. No re-use of old nests was noted. 

Qther species reported (also by the author): 

Common Poorwitl: A nest with 2 eggs was found atop a ridge in West Ash 
Canyon, Dawes Co., on 12 June, just a few yards from where a nest with 2 eggs 
was located between 30 and 31 May 1997. 

White t hroated Swift : A nest with 4 eggs was found in a cliff in West Ash 
Canyon, Dawes Co., on 13 June. 

Lewis's Woodpecker: A bird was noted defending territory and occupying a hole 
58ft. up a 70 ft. dead pine snag on 22 May, but when checked again on 12 June, the 
nest was still empty and the birds were absent. However, an old hole 20 ft. lower 
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in the same snag held an American Kestrel nest with 5 eggs on the first visit, and 5 
young on the latter date. 

Pinvon Jav : l previously reported finding used nests south of Redington, Morrill 
Co., on 16 May 1998, in the immediate vicinity of adults with fledged young of the 
year (Silcock & Jorgensen 1998). However, further study of nests in museum 
collections convinces me that they were not Pinyon Jay nests, and the nests remain 
unidentified. Furthermore, despite extensive searching, the location of the flock's 
nesting territory has not yet been found. 

Pvamv Nuthatch : A nest in a pine snag in Monroe Canyon, Sioux Co., held a 
clutch of 10 eggs on 23 May . It was near another snag with a nest that held 7 eggs 
on 31 May 1997. 

Brewer's Blackbird : In a canyon south of Redington, Morrill Co., a nest with 3 
eggs was found in a cliff niche on 17 May; while nearby, another nest with 1 egg 
was found 10 ft. up in a ponderosa pine on the same day. On 24 May, in the 
badlands north of Redington, 2 ground nests with 3 and 4 eggs were found hidden 
beneath clumps of aromatic sumac (Rhus aromatica)[~&kunkbush sumac (R.a. 
trilobate)]. 

TARGET SPECIES 

As mentioned earlier, an effort will be made to focus attention on selected 
species. Priority will be given to documenting species which have not previously 
or recently been found breeding in the state (e.g. Eurasian Collared-Dove, Sandhill 
Crane). It will include species undergoing range changes, in an effort to document 
expansion or contractions (e.g. Cattle Egret, Great-tailed Grackle). It will also 
include species whose breeding status is undetermined, rare, or irregular (e.g. 
Clark's Nutcracker, Townsend's Solitaire, Cassin's Sparrow). Also included will be 
those species which are probably regular breeders, but which have few detailed 
reports on record (e.g. Red Crossbill, Violet-green Swallow, Western Tanager), as 
well as those with very limited distribution (e.g. Black-necked Stilt, Mississippi 
Kite). Unfortunately, a large percentage of our breeders fall into one or more Of 
the above groups. 

I am requesting all available reports, regardless of how old, on breeding by 
Cattle Egrets, Great-tailed Grackles and House Finches. I am particularly interested 
in observations in the past two decades, documenting when and where breeding has 
occurred and when it was first noted. Complete information would be ideal, but 
even incomplete reports that indicate breeding will be helpful in understanding the 
dynamic range expansions undergone by these species. If you have any 
observations in your old notes, please report them so they can be added to the data 
base. 

OTHER .OBSERVATIONS NEEDED 

Do you have Violet-green Swallows nesting in your nest boxes? There are 
virtually no details on breeding in Nebraska, probably because they often choose 
inaccessible nest sites. However, they sometimes nest in bluebird boxes. 
Especially needed are dates for eggs and/or young in the nest, and fledgling dates, 
as well as nest location. In addition to the examples listed previously, detailed 
reports are needed on Cassins's Kingbird, Western Tanager, Dark-eyed (White- 
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vvinged) Junco, Yellow-rumped (Audubon's) Warbler, Plumbeous Vireo, and Red 
Crossbill. 

Finally, anyone finding evidence of breeding by wild birds (nest building, 
nests with eggs or young, adults feeding young or carrying fecal sacs, etc.) is 
invited to submit the information for inclusion in the annual nesting report. 
Interested observers are encouraged to contribute information on the Cornell Nest 
Record Cards and are invited to request the necessary nest record cards. A 
separate card is needed for each nest. Information on breeding, reports, requests 
for cards and completed cards may be directed to me. All observers who 
contribute data will be listed in the annual nesting report in a way similar to that 
used in the seasonal occurrence reports. 
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Three Poems by Roy Scheele 


At the Kitchen Window 

Before the snow added its wavy lines 
of big wet heavy sideways-falling flakes 
to the occluded light, I saw a creeper 
climb waggling up the burr oak’s pleated bark. 

Had I not seen him when he landed there 
I doubt I would have made him out at alt, 
so suited were his markings to the tree. 

And then he left the tree, flew toward the house, 
and landing on the brick beyond the grass 
resumed his waddling ascent, looking in 
(or seeming to look in). I held my breath 
and stood stock-still, watching him climb and peer; 
I saw his tiny eyes and upturned bill. 

Then he was off again, back to the tree, 
taking up his quick and restive progress, 
his dark back feathers blending with the bark 
until at last I lost him, and the snow 
began, and the cold north wind to blow. 
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Prodigal 

The cardinal’s clear, repeated call, 
like water gushing from a spring, 
drenches the leaves of the cherry tree 
with its fresheting. 

Something in those unstoppered notes, 
a thread of silver like a rill, 
runs off glittering on its own 
in a rambling trill 

before it trails off in the air, 
the echo thinning into mist, 
leaving a scar like mercury 
at the singing’s crest. 


The Patience of the Hawk 

He perches on a fencepost in the fog 
beside the road, his range restricted now, 
his talons’ raking balance on the wood 
much like the falcon’s on the falconer’s glove 
after the securing of the hood. 


Roy Scheele is Poet in Residence and Professor of English at Doane College and has 
published numerous poems in a variety of journals, including The American Scholar , 
Bulb , Interim , Northeast , Pivot , and Whole Notes. His most recent publication is a 
beautifully illustrated chapbook, “Keeping the Horses,” published by Windflower 
Press. For further information on Roy Scheele, see the following internet address: 
http://mockingbird.creighton.edu/NCW/scheele.htm 
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FALL FIELD REPORT. August to November, 1999 
compiled by W. Ross Silcock 
P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653 
silcock@sidney.heartland.net 

INTRODUCTION 

This season, partly due to the departure of my co-writer Joel Jorgensen, 
and partly due to mental aging, I have shortened the species accounts by including 
only data that add to our current knowledge base. I will not routinely list early and 
late dates and peak counts for each species unless they are significant; readers 
should refer to past issues of NBR for guidelines as to what are early or late dates 
and high counts. Observers are, however, urged to report early and late dates and 
high counts of all migrant species; it is difficult to know if a sighting is significant 
until all the reports are pooled in my computer 

In general, most observers thought this a fairly routine fall, although the 
Panhandle continued to be a source of significant new information, thanks to 
consistent coverage by Steven Dinsmore. Similar coverage of the Rainwater Basin 
by Joel Jorgensen also has enhanced our knowledge considerably. Every report is 
valuable: very few of the large list of observers fail to have at least one of their 
sightings included in the report. 

There were no new species added to the state list this fall, but this year 
was amazing in that respect, with 7 new species (some awaiting approval by the 
Records Committee) bringing the total state list to a very respectable 441 species. 
Rarest this fall was the pair of Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks in the Rainwater 
Basin, a second documented state record. Also very rare were a 7th state record 
White-winged Dove and 8th state record Lesser Goldfinch. Other interesting finds 
included a Brant of the western race, 3 Pomarine Jaegers, the first documented 
central Nebraska Blue-headed Vireo, a Mountain Chickadee, a Varied Thrush, 
another report of Baird's Sparrow, the first Bullock's Oriole for fall east of the 
Panhandle, and a White-winged Crossbill. 

Some rather amazing counts were made: 35,000 Western Grebes 
(considered conservative by the experienced observer!), a total of about 300 Great 
Egrets, 6000 and 4200 Blue-winged Teal, 1492 Ruddy Ducks (no estimating 
there!), 12,000 Cliff Swallows, 16 Nelson's Sharp-tailed Sparrows, and good 
numbers of Purple Finches for a change. 

Interesting range expansions were noted for Carolina Wren, Blue-gray 
Gnatcatcher, and Chipping Sparrow, while the continued presence of Piieated 
Woodpeckers at Fontenelle Forest adds to the uniqueness of that area in terms of 
species which breed there and nowhere else that we know about: Red-shouldered 
Hawk and Yellow-throated Warbler are others. 

In the "huh?" department, check out Virginia Rail and Budgerigar (maybe the 
next addition to the state list?) 

ABBREVIATIONS 

ADF; Arbor Day Farm, Otoe Co; BQL : Branched Oak Res, Lancaster Co; Cem: 
Cemetery; Co(s): County (ies); CLNWR: Crescent Lake National Wildlife Refuge, 
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Garden Co; ££.: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co; EE: Funk Lagoon, Phelps Co; HCR: 
Harlan Co Res, Harlan Co; LM: L McConaughy, Keith Co; £££.: Nature Center; NM : 
National Monument; NNF : Nebraska National Forest; NOU : Nebraska 
Ornithologists' Union; NPNWR : North Platte NWR; NWR : National Wildlife Refuge; 

Reservoir; RWB : Rainwater Basin (area of natural basins in south-central 
Nebraska; SHP : State Historical Park; £_L: Sewage Lagoon(s); ££.: State Park; 

State Recreation Area; WMA : (State) Wildlife Management Area; WPA: 
(Federal) Waterfowl Production Area. 

a fbor L : County Refuge, Lancaster Co; Arbor Lodge SHP : Nebraska City; A v r 
Lj private basin Adams Co: Calamus Res : SRA and WMA, Loup-Garfield Cos; 
rjpar Creek Marshes : WMA, Keith-Garden Cos; Crane Meadows NC : Hall 
Co; Cracker Barrel Marsh : private marsh Lincoln; Crysta l Cpye . L SRA, 
South Sioux City; DeSoto NWR : Washington Co; Gavin's Point Pam : forms 
Lewis and Clark L, Knox-Cedar Cos; Gleason Basin: WPA, Kearney Co; Hansen 
Marsh : WPA, Clay Co; In d ia n Cave S P: Richardson-Nemaha Cos; J ack , S in n 
Marsh : WMA, Lancaster-Saunders Cos; Johnson Basin : WPA, Phelps Co; 
Johnson Res : SRA, Gosper-Phelps Cos; Kinaslev Dam: forms L McConaughy, 
Keith Co; Kiowa Springs : WMA, Scotts Bluff Co; Kirkpatrick Ba__sin : WMA, 
York Co; Kissinger Basin : WMA, Clay Co; L Alice : part of NPNWR, Scotts Bluff 
Co; I Minatare : SRA, Scotts Bluff Co; L Oaallala : borrow lake below Kingsley 
Dam, Keith Co; L Yankton : borrow lake below Gavin's Point Dam, Cedar Co; 

I ittle Salt Creek Fork Marsh : county refuge, Lancaster Co; Merritt Res : 
SRA, Cherry Co; Neale Woods : public access private reserve, Washington and 
Douglas Cos; North Harvard Basin : private basin 2 miles northwest of Harvard; 
North Hultine Basin : WPA, Clay Co; Olive Creek Res : SRA, Lancaster Co; 
Oliver Res : SRA, Kimball Co; Pawnee L : SRA, Lancaster Co; (Lillian 
Annette).Rowe Sanctuary : Buffalo Co; S andpiper Bas in: WMA, Fillmore Co; 
Schramm SP : Sarpy Co; So wbelly ,,. . C anyon: Sioux Co; SP iK . erUSh . B a sin : 
WMA, York Co; Standing Bear L : Omaha; Sutherland Res : SRA, Lincoln Co; 
Valentine NWR : Cherry Co; Waoontrain L : SRA, Lancaster Co; Walnut Creek 
L: SRA, Sarpy Co; Wehrsoann L : Omaha; Winters Creek L : part of NPNWR, 
Scotts Bluff Co; Wolf L : private area Saunders Co. 


O B S ERVERS 

AJC: Alice Kenitz, Gering; g_: Nebraska Birdline; BFH : Bill F. Huser, South Sioux 
City; Babs Padelford, Bellevue; CEJ : Clyde E. Johnson, Omaha; ££: Carol 
Falk, Nebraska City; £JH: Carolyn Hall, Bassett; CNK : Clem N. Klaphake, Bellevue; 
HP: Don Paseka, Ames; EA: Elizabeth Allen, Omaha; £H.: Glen Hoge, Alma; GW : 
Gertrude Wood, Elmwood; J_£_: Joe Gubanyi, Seward; J G J : Joel G. Jorgensen, 
Blair; JJ_: Jan Johnson, Wakefield; J M: Jim Meyer, Omaha; JJP.: Janis Paseka, 
Ames; J_S_: John Sullivan, Lincoln; JT : Jerry Toll, Omaha; JWH : John W. Hall, 
Omaha; KCR: Kathleen Crawford-Rose, Bellevue; K_P: Kevin Poague, Lincoln; EH 
Laurel Badura, Kearney; LBr : Larry Bradstreet, Garden City, KS; EE Larry 
Einemann, Lincoln; HE; Laurence F$k, Nebraska City; L£: Loren Padelford, 
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Bellevue; LJ£: Lanny Randolph, Gibbon; LRB : Linda R. Brown, Lincoln; MB : Mark 
Brogie, Creighton; MO : Mark Orsag, Crete; MU : Mark Urwiller, Kearney; MUs : 
Moni Usasz, Lincoln; NP : Neva Pruess, Lincoln; Neal Ratzlaff, Omaha; £K: 
Paul Kaufman, Milford; RG : Ruth Green, Bellevue; RH : Robin Harding, Gibbon; RK : 
Ray Korpi, Portland, OR; SH: Susan Herrick, Lincoln; SJD : Stephen J. Dinsmore, 
Fort Collins, CO; TJH: Thomas Hoffman, Omaha; WH : Wanda Hoge, Alma; WRS : W. 
Ross Silcock, Tabor, IA; ZU.- Zee Uridil, Chadron. 

SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Pacific Loon : Rather early for this regular fall migrant was the bird spotted in 
first basic plumage at L Alice on 16 October (SJD); and the 2 immatures seen at 
Johnson Res on 24 October (LR, RH) were also a little early. At least 9 more were 
reported, all first basic birds in the expected period between 6 and 23 November 
(SJD, LR, RH), including 3 identified at L Minatare on 13 and 18 November (SJD). 
Almost as many Pacifies were reported as Commons! 

Common Loon : The best count totaled 8 at BOL on 14 November (JGJ). As many 
as 4 (1 alternate, 3 first basic; SJD) were summering at L Ogallala (see Summer 
Report), with 3 present on 1 6 August (NP, B). 

Pied-billed Grebe : Few were reported; the best count reached 36 at Winters 
Creek L on 23 November (SJD). 

Horned Grebe : The best count tallied an excellent 133 on 6 November at L 
Minatare (SJD), the 3rd best ever; 46 still remained on 23 November (SJD). 
Red-necked Grebe : An immature was found at L Ogallala on 6 and 19 November 
(SJD), only the 1 2th documented fall record. 

Eared Grebe : An amazing record count was 487 in the west Panhandle, including 
271 counted at Gering SL on 16 October (SJD); the previous best count totaled 69. 
Rather early were 6 birds found at Standing Bear L on 16 September (B), and 
rather late were singles discovered in Cass Co on 27 November (GW) and near Alda 
on 29 November (B). 

Western Grebe : Considered a conservative count by the observer, 35,000 were 
estimated at. LM on 26 September (SJD), far higher than the previous best of 
20,000+, also at LM. Fish numbers must be very high there to sustain so many 
binds; as Steven J. Dinsmore stated, "In the early 1990s it was hard to find more 
than a few hundred before September, but more than a thousand now spend the 
summer there." The only eastern report was of one spotted at Wehrspann L on 10 
November (JWH). 

Clark’s Grebe: The best count totaled 11 at LM on 26 September (SJD). Away 
from the LM area, 2 were identified at L Alice on 1 5 August (SJD), and 1 to 3 were 
seen at L Minatare between 26 September and 18 November (SJD). 

American White Pelican : Unusual in summer in the south, one was identified at 
HCR on 3 August (GH, WH). Migrants can appear early, such as the 14 seen flying 
over Gibbon on 9 August (LR, RH). The best count registered 465 in Sarpy Co on 27 
September (BP, LP). 

Double-crested Cormorant : A new high count was the 5000+ ("could be up to 
10,000") tallied at HCR between 5 and 16 October (GH, WH). Obviously this place 
represents a preferred staging area for this species, as is LM for Western Grebes. 
An estimated 2000 still remained there on 7 November (LR, RH). The 80 counted at 
HCR on 30 August (GH, WH) likely derived from the breeding colony at the west end 
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of the lake. A good total of 591 was counted at L Minatare on 16 October (SJD). 
Four were still found at BOL on 28 November (B). 

^ ^pricgn Bittern : Although breeding has not been documented recently in the 
rWB, it probably does occur. Suggestive reports were of 1 to 2 birds spotted at 
North Hultine Basin on 22 and again on 26 August (JS, WRS, DP, JP). 
j Bittern : Second latest on record was one seen at Walnut Creek L on 4 

October (B); most depart by mid-September. A few probably breed in the 
Rainwater Basin; suggestive of this possibility was the bird discovered there on 7 
August (JGJ). 

r r pat Blue Heron : The best count totaled 85 in the east RWB on 1 August (JGJ). 

Earet : Remarkable numbers were reported, including an almost-record 
count of 130 tallied at HCR on 24 September (GH, WH). The previous best count 
reached 1 30, also at HCR. 52 were counted in the east RWB on 29 August (JGJ). In 
all, about 300 were reported. The westernmost report was of a single found at 
Winters Creek L 3 Sep (SJD), where it is rare. 

Snnvyv Earet : One was spotted rather late at Alma on 6 October (GH, WH); there 
are few October reports. The farthest west was one noted at Winters Creek L from 
3 to 4 September (SJD). 

I ittle Blue Heron : Few were reported: 2 immatures were seen at FL 1 on 
August (LR, RH); up to 3 were counted in the east RWB between 7 and 29 Aug 
(JGJ); and one was discovered at Arbor L on 14 August (LE). 

Cattle Earet : The best count totaled 26 northwest of FL on 16 August (SJD). In 
the west, where it is rare, 2 were spotted at Oliver Res on 20 September (SJD), 
the only report west of FL. The last were 19 seen at Plattsmouth on 20 October 
(B). 

Green Heron : The singles found at HCR between 1 August and 21 September were 
unexpected (GH, WH). Away from the southeast, lack of habitat restricts numbers. 
While it occurs almost statewide, this bird is rare or absent in the Panhandle. 
Black-crowned Niaht-Heron : Reports were routine, except for one sighted at 
the Bushnell Cem on 2 October (SJD); did it know it was at the dead center of 
town? 

Yellow-crowned Niaht-Heron : The only reports were of immatures seen at 
Arbor L on 1 and 14 Aug (LE). 

White-faced Ibis : Most were conservatively reported as "immature Plegadis 
sp." or "dark ibis" or "Plegadis sp.,” as separation of White-faced and Glossy 
verges on impossible in the fall. While it is a fair bet that most, if not all, are 
indeed White-faced, we have been surprised before! The best counts totaled 31 in 
the east RWB on 25 September (JGJ) and 14 counted at Oliver Res on 4 September 
(SJD). Rather late was one spotted in the east RWB on 10 October (JGJ). 

Turkey Vulture : The best count registered 100 birds at Lincoln on 1 October 
(MUs), apparently peak migration. Most depart by mid-October, and there are only 

II reports after 31 October, including one seen in Cass Co on 5 November (GW). 
Greater White-fronted Goose : The singles reported at HCR on 27 August (GH, 
WH) and at FL on 11 September (LR, RH) were probably summer stragglers. The 
first migrants noted were 300 seen flying south over the east RWB on 10 October; 
in itself that is a good fall count, and the observer (JGJ) suspected that thousands 
went over during the day. It is believed that most indeed overfly the state in fall 
without stopping. Rare in the Panhandle in fall, singles were found at L Alice on 13 
November (SJD) and on L Minatare on 23 November (SJD). 
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Snow Goose : The first large count of migrants arrived about on schedule, 1000 in 
small flocks spotted flying over Neale Woods on 14 November (B). Several thousand 
were seen at DeSoto NWR on 21 November (EA), and 1 200 were counted at HCR on 
24 November (GH, WH), Very early for migrants, however, were the 95 spotted 
flying south over Seward Co on 9 September (JG). Uncommon in the west in fall, a 
small flock was found at L Minatare on 1 3 November (AK). The usual summer 
stragglers were reported. 

Ross’s Goose : The 12 birds seen at Sutherland Res on 19 November (SJD) and 
the 2 found at Kiowa Springs on 23 November (SJD) mark only the 6th and 7th fall 
Panhandle reports. These were the only reports. 

Canada Goose : Probably local breeders beginning fall flocking, the 22 that 
arrived at HCR on 22 August were the first to arrive; that number increased to 70 
on 27 August (GH, WH). No large concentrations were reported prior to the end of 
the period. 

Brant : One of the Pacific Coast subspecies, nigricans, was spotted at L Minatare 
on 23 November (SJD). This sighting represents the 5th documented fall record for 
Brant and only the second state record for nigricans, although there is an 
undocumented report of a "Black Brant" shot in 1960-61, also at Kingsley Dam. 
Most of the 3 spring and five fall records are of the Atlantic Coast subspecies 
bernicla. 

Trumpeter Swan : The only reports were of 2 adults found at Goose L, CLNWR, 
on 6 (SJD) and 1 3 (JG) November; 4 birds seen at L Ogallala on 28 October (Rodger 
Knaggs, fide SJD); and 2 adults with one cygnet discovered at Valentine NWR on 9 
October (LR, RH). 

Tundra Swan : Although a rare regular fall migrant, none was reported. 
Black-bellied Whistlina-Duck : The two adults first seen at North Harvard 
Basin on 2 August (JGJ) were again found there on 3 August (GC, BC) but not 
relocated until 21 August, this time at North Hultine Basin (JS, WRS), where they 
were seen by many observers through 28 August. This sighting represents the 
second documented record for NE, the first a bird shot at Hansen Marsh on 29 
October 1989 (specimen at UNSM). An undocumented report identifies 6 found near 
Ong on 15 April 1 990 (Nebraska Game and Parks files). 

Wood Duck : Very late were 2 downy young with an adult female reported at HCR 
on 2 August (GH, WH) and a female with downy young at Little Salt Creek Fork 
Marsh on 14 August (LE). Downy young are rarely seen after mid-July. Rather late 
so far west were the 2 birds identified at Kiowa Springs on 23 November (SJD). 
Gadwall : Routine reports. 

American Wiaeon : Routine reports. 

American Black Duck : The only report, without details, was of one found rather 
early and rather far west in Brown Co on 9 October (fide LR). There are few 
reports away from the Missouri River Valley, most in November. 

Mallard : Reports were routine, although it is hard to figure how 10,000 Mallards 
could fit into Kiowa Springs on 23 November (SJD)! 

Mallard x Northern Pintail : A male was seen at Scottsbluff SL on 18 and on 
23 November (SJD). 

Blue-winaed Teal : Two excellent tallies arrived. This species is common in late 
summer and fall in the RWB, but JGJ finally counted them, arriving at 4200 on 22 
August. Not to be outdone, 6,000 were estimated present at FL on 19 September 
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(LR, RH). The last was a rather late single found in the east RWB on 7 November 
(JGJ). Both counts topped the previous high, 

fjrjnamon Teal : One identified east of Gering SL on 20 September (SJD) was 
rather late; this bird, two reported at Scottsbluff SL on 3 September (SJD), and 
an immature male found east of Gering SL on 2 September (SJD) denote only the 
20th to the 22nd reports for September or later; perhaps Cinnamon Teal are 
overlooked (not by SJD!) in eclipse plumage and migrate as soon as they regain 
flight. 

^m-thftrn Shoveler : Routine reports. 

fjnrthern Pintail : The presence of 6 "small juveniles" at FL on 1 August 
provides what appears to be a rather late date for this age of young. A count of 170 
in the east RWB on 22 August (JGJ) hinted at the size of the breeding population 
there, or may indicate molt migrants (see Green-winged Teal). 
nrpp.n-winaed Teal : There is only one nesting record south of the Platte River, 
and so the 90 birds counted in the east RWB on 22 August (JGJ) are almost 
certainly molt migrants. Many species of duck migrate immediately after the young 
become independent (drakes often while the female is incubating) to a secure 
location, usually in the direction of fall migration where they molt their flight 
feathers and change into eclipse plumage. 

Tanvasback : An excellent count totaled 51 5 at CLNWR on 6 November (SJD). 
Redhead : The best count totaled 500 at Johnson Res on 24 October (LR, RH). Few 
others were reported. A male spotted at Alma SL on 21 August (GH, WH) may 
indicate breeding nearby; 3 Redheads were found at the same location in late July 
1998. 

Rina-necked Duck : Good counts included 260 found at Winters Creek L on 16 
October (SJD) and the 125 reported at BOL on 27 November (LE). 

Greater Scaup : The only reports of this rare late fall migrant were of 11 
spotted at L Ogallala on 6 November (SJD) and 27 located there on 19 November 
(SJD). 

Lesser Scaup : The two found at Kirkpatrick Basin on 7 August (JGJ) provided 
one of the few summer records in that area; and the two seen at Ayr L in July 
presumably were different birds (JGJ; see Summer Report). 

Surf Scote r: The only reports listed 2 female/immature types spotted at BOL on 
19 October (JS) and 2, also females/immatures, found at L Ogallala on 19 
November (SJD). 

White-winged Scoter : The only report was of one discovered at Wagontrain L 
rather early on 30 October (LE). Formerly it was thought that this scoter was the 
most common in NE and that Black Scoter was the rarest; in recent years, 
however, fewer White-wings haver been reported than Black. 

Black Scoter : The only reports were of 2 female/immature types spotted at L 
Minatare 16 October (SJD), a rather early date, and of 2 of the same plumage type 
seen at L Ogallala on 19 November (SJD). 

Dldsquaw : The earliest dates are usually in November, but none was reported. 
Bufflehead : Routine reports. 

Common Goldeneye : The first arrivals reached NE a little later than usual; 3 
were located at Johnson Res on 1 6 November (GH, WH). 

Barrow’ s Goldeneye: The only report identified an adult male at L Ogallala on 19 
November (SJD). This sighting represents the 1 2th record of this species at this 
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location, and is the earliest. Other November reports along the North Platte come 
from Scotts Bluff Co. 

Hooded Merganser : Record counts from the Panhandle, where this species was 
thought to be rather rare, registered 112 at L Alice on 6 November, up from IQ 
counted there on 16 October (SJD) and 81 at NPNWR on 13 November (SJD). 
Common Merganser : Few were reported, even in November. The 49 counted at 
L Alice on 1 5 August (SJD) were presumably molt migrants, but the 700 tallied 
there on 6 November (SJD) had to consist of "real" migrants. The one bird seen at 
Oliver Res on 21 August (MB) may have arrived there also as a molt migrant, but 
the lone female spotted at BOL on 1 August (LE) is hard to explain; the latter is one 
of a very few summer records in the east. The best count reached 850 at L 
Minatare on 23 November (SJD), not great for this month. 

Red-breasted Merganser : Only 3 were reported: singles found at Pawnee L on 
14 November (JS), BOL on 20 November (BP, LP), and L Yankton 27 November (B). 
Ruddy Duck : Singles and pairs were reported in central NE from 19 August (GH, 
WH) through 19 September (JK, SK, LR, RH); breeding may occur there, especially 
in the RWB. A pair spotted at Alma SL on 25 September (GH, WH) was suggestive of 
breeding also, although migrants begin to appear in late September. Good numbers 
did not appear until 16 October, with 1,492 counted at L Minatare (SJD), a 
near-record high count. 

Osprev : The one seen at Oliver Res on 28 August (BP, LP) was rather early. And 
the best count was 5 seen at L Ogallala on 26 September (SJD), a good total. 
Rather late was one that still lingered at Crystal Cove L on 7 November (BFH). 
Mississippi Kite : None was reported, neither from the regular location at 
Ogallala, nor elsewhere. 

Bald Eagle: An immature located at L Minatare on 1 August (MB), and an adult and 
immature seen there on 3 September (SJD) may have been from the local breeding 
"population" of one nesting pair. The first migrants do not usually arrive until late 
September; this year's first was an immature spotted in the east RWB on 26 
September (JGJ); and 2 other immatures were noted in October, one each at BOL 
(JS, BP, LP) and HCR (GH, WH). 

Northern Harrier : Singles discovered at Kissinger Basin on 1 August (B) and at 
BOL (LE) may have been local breeders, as migrants first appear in late August. The 
one found at North Hultine Basin on 27 August (RH) may have been either. Migrants 
were clearly present in the west Panhandle on 1 6 October, when 34 were counted, 
29 of them in Scotts Bluff Co (SJD). 

Sharp-shinned Hawk : A good count was 6 found at Neale Woods on 14 November 
(BP, LP). 

Northern Goshawk : The first to arrive was an adult spotted at ADF on 31 
October (LF, CF), about the same time as an immature found in Buffalo Co (GL). The 
only other report was of an adult bird seen at Gavin's Point Dam on 27 November 
(BFH). 

Red-shouldered Hawk : Routine reports—all came from the regular breeding 
location at FF (BP, LP). 

Broad-winaed Hawk : As expected, all reports came in September, the farthest 
west being one spotted over Seward on 24 September (JG). 

Swainson's Hawk : The last to leave was a dark morph carefully studied in Cass 
Co on 26 October (GW). 
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p^ri-taileH Hawk : The appearance of dark birds is a good sign that migration is 
underway. The first arrivals were 2 hawks spotted in Harlan Co on 7 November 
(GH, WH). A very pale bird, possibly a "Krider's" Red-tailed Hawk, was identified 
in Harlan Co on 6 November, and possibly the same bird was seen again on 1 5 
November (GH, WH). Occasional pale birds do, however, breed in NE. Migration was 
well underway by 14 November, when 40 were spotted at Neale Woods (BP, LP). 
porr^iginous Hawk : Two immatures were seen in Clay Co on 14 November 
(JGJ), the farthest east that regular wintering occurs. Singles were reported 
without details at Plattsmouth on 20 October and in Cass Co on 28 November. There 
are no documented fall records in eastern NE other than that of an injured immature 
found near Osceola in early September 1997. 

Rnimh-leaaed Hawk : The earliest was rather early, spotted at Neale Woods on 1 
October (B), and next a month later at ADF on 3 November (LR, CF). 
r.niHpn Faale : Easterly reports included singles found in southeastern Washington 
Co on 26 October, the observer's first for the county (JGJ), and in Seward Co on 
17 November (JG). 

American Kestrel : The best count totaled 78 in the south Panhandle, including 
47 counted in Scotts Bluff Co, on 20 September, (SJD), a record fall tally. 

Merlin : This species is being reported far more often in recent years; this year 
registered about 26 birds. The earliest included one spotted at North Hultine Basin 
on 26 August (DP, JP) and another noted at Merritt Res on 28 August (JS), the 
latter a female or immature. The best counts were 4 seen as far east as the east 
RWB on 26 September (JGJ) and 3 found at a more expected location, the west 
Panhandle, on 16 October (SJD). All identified to subspecies were richardsonii. 
Prairie Falcon : The farthest east reported included singles identified at Rowe 
Sanctuary on 14 November (MU), spotted in eastern Kearney Co on 21 November 
(LR, RH), and located in the east RWB on 1 3 November (JGJ). 

Peregrine Falcon : Surprisingly, based on the numerous reports in recent years, 
only two were reported, a juvenile discovered at L Alice on 20 September (SJD) 
and an unaged bird noted at Seward the same day (JG). 

Gray Partridge : None was reported; this species seems to be at a cyclical 
population low. 

Ring-necked Pheasant : The best count totaled 50+ near Wakefield (JJ). 
Sharp-tailed Grouse : Routine reports. 

Greater Prairie-Chicken : Two seen near Gleason Basin on 11 September (LR, 
RH) were in a prairie remnant known for hosting this species, but a female spotted 
near Olive Creek Res on 5 August (MO) was unexpected at that date. Individuals 
appear southeast of the breeding range in late fall, but not usually in August. 
Perhaps it was from a stocked group or had escaped from a game farm. 

Wild Turkey : The best count reached 40 in Sowbelly Canyon on 1 3 November 
(JG). 

Northern Bobwhite : Westerly, but not unexpected in the west North Platte 
Valley, was one identified at West Lawn Cem, Gering, on 1 3 November (SJD). 
Virginia RgjI: Half-grown downy young were seen at Valentine NWR on 29 
August (JS), a rather late date for downy young. Suggestive of breeding in the east 
RWB were 1 to 2 noted there between 15 and 22 August (JGJ), although migrants 
are on the move at about that time. A lucky bird found hanging upside down in a 
Scotts Bluff Co fruit tree on 30 October was rescued, revived in a dog carrier, and 
successfully released (fide AK). 
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Sora : Although there are no documented reports of breeding in the RWB, it seems 
likely that it occurs; as many as 17 were reported in the east RWB during August 
(JGJ, LB), although no breeding evidence was forthcoming. Singles spotted at 
Crystal Cove L on 8 August (BFH) and Cracker Barrel Marsh on 1 August (LE) were 
indicative of breeding. 

American Coot : The best count tallied 3,000 at Winters Creek L on 16 October 
(SJD). 

Sandhill Crane : This species is spread almost statewide (except for the extreme 
east) in fall migration, and large concentrations are not usually noted. An excellent 
fail count, however, of 2,416 was made at L Alice on 16 October. (SJD). The last 
noted were 2 flocks sighted over Chadron on 23 and 24 November (ZU). 

Whooping Crane : Rather far west of its usual migration corridor, a single bird 
with Sandhill Cranes was seen on 17 October flying over by two observers at 
different locations in Scotts Bluff Co within 10 minutes of each other (fide AK). 
Black-bellied Plover : Rather late were 3 birds spotted in the east RWB on 7 
November (JGJ). Few were reported. 

American Golden-Plover : A record high fall count totaled 11 6 in the east RWB 
on 25 September; all were gone the next day (JGJ). This species is far less 
numerous in fall than in spring. Adults are rare in fall; the one seen at Kissinger 
Basin from 1 to 7 August was injured (JGJ, LR, RH). the last were 3 discovered 
rather late in the east RWB on 7 November (JGJ). 

Semioalmated Plover : Rather late was one identified east of Kenesaw on 11 
October (LR, RH). 

Kill deer : A record count of 456 was made in the east RWB on 10 October (JGJ); 
"hundreds" were spotted there on 15 August (LB). 

American Avocet : The three seen at L Ogallala on 16 and 24 August (SJD) and 
one spotted at Cracker Barrel Marsh between 14 August and 4 September (LE) 
were early migrants; but the 2 to 4 birds found in the east RWB from 15 to 29 
August (JGJ) may have been part of the small breeding population there. The one 
located in the east RWB on 7 November (JGJ) was the 3rd latest ever. 

Greater Yellowlegs : An excellent count, the 2nd highest for fall, was the 50 
totaled in the east RWB on 25 September (JGJ). The five that still remained there 
on 14 November (JGJ) were rather late. 

U ..SS.SI -Y.dlQyyjegs; Routine reports. 

Solitary Sandpiper : The 16 seen near the Gering SL on 3 September (SJD) 
constituted the 2nd best fall count ever for this well-named species. 

Willet : Rather uncommon in fall, the total of 6 found in the east RWB on 1 August 
(B) was actually a good count. Only 11 others were reported (LR, RH); east to BOL, 
2 were seen on 4 September (LE). 

Spotted Sandpiper : The 3rd best fall count was 12 at the Scottsbluff SL on 3 
September (SJD). Maybe this species and Solitary Sandpiper have different 
requirements in sewage lagoons! 

Upland Sandpiper : Excellent counts included 45 in the east RWB, 38 in a single 
alfalfa field, on 22 August (JGJ), and 30 in Kearney Co the same day (LR, RH). 
Although this species likes alfalfa fields, the 2 found wading at Kissinger Basin on 7 
August (JGJ) belied their name. 

Long-billed Curlew : A good count registered 31 in the Panhandle, including 20 
at L Alice, on 15 August (SJD). 
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garbled Godwit : The only report was of 7 spotted at FL on 1 Aug (LR, RH); this 
siqhting represents only the 12th fall report east of the Panhandle. 
piiHr|v Turnstone : Only the 10th fall record ever was of a single juvenile found 
east of Gering SL between 3 and 4 September (SJD). Four of the reports are of 
adults in the period from 19 to 31 July, and the other of 6 juveniles in the period 
between 1 5 August to 9 September. 

cunderling : The best count totaled a moderate 13 at Calamus Res on 25 
September (MB, DH). 

^nmipalmated Sandpiper : The latest fall date ever with details was one seen in 
the east RWB on 10 October (JGJ), while another located at BOL on 2 October (LE) 
was rather late. Observers should document October Semipalmated Sandpipers, as 
little data is available on late fall dates. The best count registered 98 in the east 
RWB on 7 August (JGJ). 

Wpstern Sandpiper : Small numbers were reported statewide, probably typical 
for this species in fall. The best count totaled 9, all juveniles, at Scottsbluff SL on 
3 September (SJD). The last was a juvenile identified there on 20 September 
(SJD). The best count in the east RWB was 6, also juveniles, on 29 August (JGJ). 
And the last adults were 2 spotted in molt at Scottsbluff SL on 1 5 August (SJD). 

I east Sandpiper : Third latest ever were 2 found west of Mitchell on 13 
November (SJD), and the one located in the east RWB on 7 November (JGJ) was 
also rather late. The best counts were very good: 120 at FL on 1 August (LR, RH) 
and 107 in the east RWB on 10 October (JGJ). 

White-rumped Sandpiper : Two were reported (without details) at Olive Creek 
Res on 5 August. This report marks the 34th undocumented fall report of this 
species which migrates along the eastern seaboard in fall. We are not aware of any 
documented records in the interior US in fall. 

Baird's Sandpiper : While considered virtually absent all fall in the east RWB, 
with the best count a miserable 7 on 26 September (JGJ), they must have stayed in 
the west, where 428 were spotted at L Minatare on 2 September (SJD), by far the 
best count. Rather late were 2 reported in the east RWB on 7 November, a juvenile 
as expected on that date, but accompanied by an extremely late but injured adult 
(JGJ). 

Pectoral Sandpiper : Rather late were 7 spotted in the east RWB on November 
(JGJ), and a good count was 188 tallied there on 29 August (JGJ). 

Dunlin : A casual migrant in fall, none was found until 7 November, when 6 were 
seen in the east RWB (JGJ). Although a little past the usual migration peak in late 
October, this date is not too surprising, as adults of this species delay migration 
until molt is complete and migrate with the juveniles. The only others reported 
were 1 to 2 at BOL between 1 2 and 14 November (JS, JGJ). 

Stilt Sandpiper : The last one to leave was rather late in the east RWB on 24 
October (JGJ). The best count was 1 53 at Scottsbluff SL on 3 September (SJD). 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper : Considered "difficult to find this fall" (JGJ), the 
best count in the east RWB totaled 32 on 1 August (B). The last was spotted in 
Seward Co on 30 August (B). 

SJiort-billed Dowitcher : A typical fall migration for this species, with a high 
count of 1 2 juveniles at the Scottsbluff SL on 3 September, also the latest (SJD), 
and a total of about 28 birds reported. The earliest were 9 reported at FL on 1 
August "in breeding plumage" (LR, RH). See Long-billed Dowitcher. 






i2a 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


Vol- 67 Nnj . 


Long-billed Dowitcher : The best count totaled 61 west of Mitchell on 
October (SD), a second-highest ever for fall in the east RWB; and the last were 2 
seen there rather late on 7 November (JGJ). There is little hard data on relative 
abundance of the dowitcher species in late July and early August; observers should 
try to count dowitchers by species in late July to early August. At FL on 1 August, 
the observers (LR, RH) found 1 Long-billed, 9 Short-billed, and 12 unidentified to 
species. 

Common Snipe : Migrants appear in non-breeding locations by late August, and so 
the 2 located in the east RWB on 1 August (JGJ) may indicate breeding. The best 
count totaled an excellent 47 at Kiowa Springs on 2 October (SJD). 

American Woodcock : Five migrants were detected in the east between 17 
October and 10 November (B), but the one found at the CLNWR Headquarters on 6 
November (SJD) was extraordinary. This sighting is the first Panhandle record for 
fall, although there are 5 records for the northeastern Colorado plains in the period 
between 5 July and 30 November. 

Wilson’s Phalarope : Although breeding in the RWB is likely, the 2 

basic-plumaged birds spotted at FL on 1 August (LR, RH) were probably migrants, 
the earliest of which can appear in mid-July. 

Red-necked Phalarope : A few were reported, none east of the east RWB; and 
the best count totaled 5 there on 25 September (JGJ). 

Pomarine Jaeaer : As observers understand the movements and identification of 
jaegers, more are reported (and identified) in NE. Generally, Pomarine seems to be 
the latest of the 3 jaeger species to pass through NE, and so a light phase adult 
spotted at Merritt Res on 28 and 29 August (JS) was very early. One even earlier, 
however, had been photographed at Gavin's Point Dam on 30 June 1990 (MB), also 
a light phase adult. At LM 1 to 3 juveniles, 2 dark, one intermediate, were noted 
between 18 and 19 November (SJD). These 2 records represent the 6th and 7th 
documented records for fall. 

Franklin’s Gull : Routine reports. 

Bonaparte's Gull : The one molting gull found at L Minatare from 2 to 3 
September (SJD) was rather early, perhaps a failed breeder. The best count 
reached 250 at Alma SL on 3 November (GH, WH). 

Rina-billed Gull : Two excellent counts totaled 3,000 at L Alice on 6 November 
(SJD) and 3,000 at a feedlot near Alma on 28 November (GH, WH). 

California Gull : Numbers gradually build up at large western reservoirs from 
late August; one was discovered at L Minatare on 21 August (MB), and the 
"several" seen at LM on 24 August became 75 there by 6 November (SJD). Not 
commonly reported away from LM, adults were observed at Oliver Res on 20 
September (SJD) and at L Alice on 13 November (SJD); and a 2nd basic bird 
appeared at Sutherland Res on 6 November (SJD). 

Herring Gull : Only small numbers generally move through before December; the 
best count reached 7, at BOL on 14 November (JGJ). The earliest were 2 birds 
found at LM between 1 5 and 1 6 August, one a first alternate and the other a 3rd 
alternate (SJD), only the 6th documented August record for the Panhandle. There 
are few records prior to mid-September; most such reports from the Panhandle in 
the past may have actually been of California Gulls. The first adults noted were 2 
spotted at L Minatare on 20 September (SJD). 

Thaver's Gull : The first to arrive was a fourth basic bird identified at 
Sutherland Res on 6 November (SJD), and an adult, presumably a different bird 
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(had molt completed itself?), was found there on 19 November (SJD). The first 
marks the earliest documented fall record except for an adult seen at L Ogallala on 
4 October 1997 (SJD, JS, WRS). 

Black-backed Gull : Possibly the same first alternate-second basic bird 
was seen at LM on 24 August and on 26 September (SJD), representing only the 6 th 
fall record for the state. The 6 fall birds have all been immatures, 4 of them found 
at BOL. 

<^hinp's Gull : In contrast to the larger numbers of recent falls, only one was 
reported, a juvenile noted at L Minatare on 3 September (SJD), also a rather early 
date. 

racpi^n Tern : Surprisingly, only one was reported, at BOL on 20 September 

(LET 

rnpmnn Tern : Rather late was a molting adult seen at Oliver Res on 2 October 
(SJD). The best count totaled 6 there on 20 September (SJD). None was reported 
from the east. 

Fnrqtfir's Tern ; Routine reports. 

| p.?st Tern : None reported-late migration dates occur in mid-September. 
piack Tern: Routine reports. 

Rock Dove : Routine reports. 

White-winoed Dove : One appeared at a Lincoln feeder from 7 to 10 October 
(Dearald Kohles, fide JS). This sighting represents is the 7th report for NE. 
Mourning Dove : Rather late for the north and Panhandle were 9 to 10 birds found 
at Winters Creek L on 13 November (AK) and one observed at South Sioux City on 
16 November (BFH). A good count was 400 in the sandhills south of Lowell on 11 
September (LR, RH). 

Budaeriaar : "A colorful shock to an early morning bike-rider" was one sighted 
northwest of Wakefield on 18 August (JJ). No doubt an escaped or released bird; 
another was seen in Kearney on 8 August 1991 (fide LR, RH). 

Black-billed Cuckoo : The latest ever, by 6 days, was one seen in southeastern 
Otoe Co on 1 5 October (LF, CF). 

Ie.l.JowdbilU.(i..Cj i |.cj$oo: Routine reports. 

Barn Owl : None reported-late dates occur in October. 

Eastern Screech-Owl : Routine reports. 

Great Horned Owl : Routine reports. 

Burrowing Owl : The count of 11 owls tallied in Scotts Bluff Co on 4 September 
(SJD) denotes the 2nd best ever. 

Barred Owl : Westernmost, but within the currently-understood breeding range, 
was one discovered near Olive Creek Res on 1 3 August (MO). 

Long-eared Owl : Routine reports. 

Short-eared Owl : Routine Reports. 

Common Nighthawk : The one seen at Alma on 20 October (GH, WH) represents 
the 3rd-latest ever. 

Commo n Poorwill : One was heard calling in southwestern Kimball Co as late as 
20 September (SJD), and a good count tallied 1 2 at NNF, Halsey, on 28 August 
(JS). 

CJiuck-will's-widow: The only reports of this rare species in NE originated 
from a regular site at Wolf L on 21 August and again on 1 2 September (TH). 
)/yh|p-po_or-will: None reported—last dates occur in mid-September. 
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Chimney Swift : Good counts included 100 spotted at Kearney on 19 September 
(LR, RH) and 100 totaled in Bellevue on 5 September (BP, LP). Rather late, but not 
near the record of 24 October, were the 21 spotted at Alma on 6 November 
(GH,WH) and the 3 identified at Lincoln on 10 October (LE). 

White-throated Swift : The best count reached a 2nd best ever 53 at Scotts 
Bluff NM on 20 September (SJD); and the 3rd latest ever were the 14 counted 
there on 2 October (SJD). 

Rubv-throated Hummingbird : Although evidence of breeding was not noted, 
the one seen in the observer's area all summer for the second year in a row (CH) 
would extend the breeding range west in the Niobrara River Valley. In recent years, 
this bird has not been found in summer west of the confluence with the Missouri 
River except for 2 reports from Brown Co in 1964 and 1970. Otherwise, none was 
reported west of Alma, where immatures were noted on 17 and on 22 August (GH, 
WH). 

Broad-tailed Hummingbird : The only report was of a female or immature 
identified at Bushnell on 1 5 August (SJD). 

Rufous Hummingbird ; The only report was of a female or immature spotted at 
Bushnell on 1 5 August (SJD). 

BeltedJO ngfi £h e.r: Routine reports. 

Lewis's Woodpecker : None reported-late dates occur in mid-September. 
Red-headed Woodpecker : Rather late for the north were birds seen at the NOU 
meeting in Blaine and Thomas Cos on 9 October (fide JP), and a juvenile spotted in 
southwestern Dixon Co on 30 November (JJ) was also rather late. Occasional 
wintering does occur in the northeast. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker : Although a few wander somewhat west of the 
breeding range in fall and winter, the one spotted in the Kathy Larson yard near 
Mitchell between 2 and 13 November (fide AK) represents only the 3rd record in 
the Platte River Valley west of LM. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker : Rather early were 2 immatures located at 
Wehrspann L on 25 September (BP, LP). All reports came, as expected, from the 
east. 

Downy Wo , Q djjg,gi<e_r: Routine reports. 

Hairv Woodpecker : Routine reports. 

Northern Flicker : The first "red-shafted" flickers were seen in southwestern 
Hall Co on 25 September (LR, RH), rather early, and at NNF, Halsey, on 2 October 
(RG). 

Pileated Woodpecker : Three reports came from FF, where it seems to have 
become established: on 19 August (B), on 30 August (fide Craig Hensley), and on 16 
November (B)-the last bird was spotted at Mill Hollow. 

Olive-sided Flycatcher : Second-earliest ever was the one identified in Harlan 
Co, somewhat westerly for this species, on 2 August (GH, WH). Only a casual 
migrant in the west, one was found at L Minatare on 3 September (SJD). 

Western Wood-Pewee : None reported-last dates occur in mid-September. 
Eastern Wood-Pewee : Routine reports. 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher : One was reported without details in Cass Co on 4 
October, a late date. There are no documented NE records after mid-September. 
Alder Flycatcher : One was found singing in Florence, North Omaha, on 10 
August (B), and another was reported without details at ADF on 13 August (LF, CF). 
There are very few documented fall records. 
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yy.iinyv Flycatcher : Routine reports. 
pT^t Flycatcher : Routine reports. 

pact^rn Phoebe : The one sighted at ADF on 1 9 October (LF, CF) was rather late; 
there are only 7 later dates. A good count totaled 5 in southeastern Washington Co 
on 18 September (JGJ). 

Phoebe : The bird reported in southwestern Dixon Co was seen on 12 
August (JJ); I wonder if it has a mate? This species is very rare in fall away from 
the Panhandle, and so the one discovered at BOL on 20 September (LE) and the 1 to 
2 noted near Kearney on 5 September (MU) were unexpected. These sightings 
represent only the 1 2th and 13th such records. 
crpat Crested Flycatcher : Routine reports. 

resin's Kingbird : Although it seems high, the 11 counted in southwestern 
Kimball Co on 2 September (SJD) is not a particularly high fall count for this 
species; the best count totaled a remarkable, twice-reached 43 birds. 

Wpstern Kingbird : A record high count reached 55 southwest of Lowell on 22 
August (LR, RH). 

Fa^tern Kingbird : Another record high count was 1 50 near Gibbon on 23 August 
(LR, RH). One was spotted rather late at ADF on 27 September (LF, CF). 

Northern Shrike : An immature seen near Lyman on 2 October (SJD) was rather 
early. Individuals were widely-reported, as far southeast as BOL, where one was 
identified on 20 November (LE). 

I oaaerhead Shrike : Routine reports. 

Re M's Vireo : Rather late was the one located at ADF on 26 September (LF, CF). 
Yellow-throated Vireo : Routine reports. 

Plumbeous Vireo : None reported—late dates occur in mid-September. 

Cassin's Vireo : The only report of this casual Panhandle migrant identified one at 
Oliver Res on 15 August (SJD). This sighting marks the 12th record and the 
earliest fall date for this newly-split species, once considered part of "Solitary 
Vireo". 

Blue-headed Vireo : The one noted at Lilley Sandpits, Hall Co, on 25 September 
(LR, RH) represents the only documented record for central NE; this species 
migrates in fall mainly in the Missouri Valley, with reports originating west to 
Seward Co this fall (JG). There is only one Panhandle record. 

Warbling Vireo : Routine reports. 

Philadelphia Vireo : The one seen at Neale Woods on 1 October (B) denotes the 
5th latest ever. The 5 birds reported this fall were all found in the east, west to 
Crete, where one was noted on 10 August (MO). 

Red-eved Vireo : Farthest west was the one spotted at Wildcat Hills NC on 21 
August (MB), where it is uncommon. Few were reported, although 5 were seen at 
FF on 5 September (BP, LP). 

Blue Jav : A good count was the 45 tallied at ADF on 5 October (LF, CF). 

Piny on Jav : None reported. 

Black-billed Magpie : This species slowly expands its range to the southeast; 
several pieces of evidence were found this fall. The one reported near Ames was 
the observers' first for their farm (is that fair for a yard list?) on 1 and 30 
October (DP, JP); and one of very few records for the extreme southeast was the 
one seen in Otoe Co on 9 August (LF, F). New nest sites were discovered near 
Jackson and Willis in Dakota Co (BFH), and 2 were located east of BOL on 7 
November (B). 
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American Crow: Routine reports. 

Horned Lark : Routine reports. 

Purple Martin : Routine reports. 

Tree Swallow : A rather early good count was the 60 totaled at Little Salt Creefe 
Fork Marsh on 20 August (LE). Flocks form early in most swallow species. 
Violet-Green Swallow : The only report was of a single bird found at Scotts 
Bluff NM on 15 August (SJD). 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow : Excellent counts included the 155 
registered in Otoe Co on 15 September (LF, CF) and the 100+ tallied at Indian Cave 
SP on 19 September (JG). 

Bank Swallow : Routine reports. 

Cliff Swallow : By far a record count (estimate!) was the 12,000 registered in 
the FL area on 1 August (LR, RH). While this number seems huge, the flocks there in 
August are indeed amazing. In the east RWB numbers were said to be "unbelievable" 
(JGJ). 

Barn Swallow : The 3rd best count ever totaled 1,450 in Phelps and Buffalo Cos 
on 19 September (LR, RH). Rather late was one observed at Pawnee L on 1 
November (LE). 

Black-capped Chickadee : An excellent count reached 125 at Johnson Res on 24 
October (LR, RH). Often thought of as sedentary, this species sometimes moves 
south from its breeding range in fall; perhaps this sighting provides an example, on 
merely an unusual aggregation of local birds. 

Mountain Chickadee: Most unexpected was one sighted at Oliver Res on 1 
August (MB); no others have been reported this fall. 

Tufted Titmouse: Routine reports. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch : This fall shaped up to be good for this species; one 
observer stated that they "seem to be everywhere" as of 3 November (NR). 
Although widely-reported, no counts reached higher than the 4 seen at Arbor Lodge 
SHP on 4 November (B). The first to arrive away from the breeding range was the 
one identified at Nebraska City on 6 August (LF, CF), a record early date; most 
arrive from mid-August on. 

Whjtg :br3 a st& d N . Mt h ^ tRoutine reports. 

Pvamv Nuthatch : Routine reports. 

Brown Creeper : A good count was 6 at Oak Glen Area, Seward Co, on 29 
October (JG). The one seen at ADF on 3 October (LF, CF) was rather early. 

Rock Wren : The only report was of 2 located in southwest Kimball Co on 26 
September (SJD). 

Carolina Wren : Expansion along the Republican Valley is suggested by the 
continuing presence of up to 3 birds discovered at HCR on 7 November (GH, WH, LR, 
RH). A single was noted in Seward Co on 26 September (JG), also at the western 
edge of the current range. No reports have arrived from this part of the state 
since a small population existed in the Little Blue River drainage prior to an 
extremely cold winter in 1977-78. 

House Wren : Routine reports. 

Winter Wren : An amazing 4 birds were found far to the west at L Ogallala on 19 
November (SJD); there are very few Panhandle (or near-Panhandle) records, most 
in the period between November and March. Interestingly, the one located in Dixon 
Co on 3 October was thought to be a western bird based on its dark color (JJ). 
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There are, however, no confirmed records of the western race pacificus for NE. 
The best count totaled 6 at Neale Woods on 15 October (B). 

Wren : There were many reports for August, west to central NE, including 
60 found in the east RWB on 7 August, where it was "abundant in larger grass 
tracts" (JGJ). Many of these August birds may have been breeding, but no 
evidence was forthcoming. 

M* r «*h Wren : Routine reports. 

cn|Hen-crowned Kinglet : A good count totaled 18 at L Ogallala on 19 November 
(SJD). 

pnhy-crowned Kinglet : The two birds found in southeastern Washington Co on 
1 1 September (JGJ) were rather early for that area of NE, while the one sighted at 
Sutherland Res and the 3 seen at L Ogallala on 6 November (SJD) were rather late 
for the west. The record high counts for fall included 51 tallied in Washington and 
Douglas Cos on 2 October (WRS) and the 50+ counted at BOL on 3 October (JS). 
pii^ff-arav Gnatcatcher : The goings-on in the west continued; this species is 
expanding northward along the Colorado foothills (Alan Versaw, pers. comm.) and 
into the Kimball Co area. Breeding was confirmed in the Limber Pine area south of 
1-80 Exit 1 two 2 adults were seen feeding begging young on 22 August (JS, WRS); 
of course their nest could have been in nearby Wyoming! The best count reached an 
amazing 11 on Stage Hill Road, Wildcat Hills, on 4 September (SJD). The one 
reported in southwestern Kimball Co on 20 September (SJD) was rather late. And a 
new location was occupied by one bird found at West Lawn Cem, Gering, on 3 
September (SJD). 

Eastern Bluebird : Good counts included the 50 registered near Fort Calhoun on 8 
October (B) and, for the west, the 16 tallied in southwestern Kimball Co on 20 
September (SJD). 

Mountain Bluebird : A good count totaled 31 in the west Panhandle on 16 
October (SJD). All reports came from Scotts Bluff Co (SJD, AK). 

Townsend’s Solitaire : Rather early for the location were "several" discovered 
at NNF, Halsey, on 10 October (JS). 

Veerv : None reported—migrants are rare and pass through in September. 
Grav-cheeked Thrush : None reported-migrants pass through mostly in 
September. 

Swainson's Thrush : None reported—while this situation is not all that 
surprising for the previous 2 species, this species is normally a common fall 
migrant. 

Hermit Thrush : Finally, some thrushes! About 12 were reported, most 
significantly 2 individuals of the Rocky Mountain race auduboni ; singles were noted 
at Oliver Res on 16 October (SJD) and West Lawn Cem, Gering, the same day 
(SJD). This race is grayer than the eastern race faxoni. These sightings represent 
only the 4th and 5th records of auduboni, although it is likely a regular migrant 
through the Panhandle. November reports are not unusual in the east; the latest 
was one seen at Oak Glen Area, Seward Co, on 14 November (fide JG). 

Wood Thrush: None reported—most leave by early October. 

America n Robin : "Thousands" were spotted at FF on 6 October (BP, LP) and, 
1,200 were estimated in Kearney Co on 19 September (LR, RH). 

Varied Thrush : NE’s first Varied Thrush for a few years was a male found at a 
Norfolk feeder from some time prior to 1 6 November through 20 November (MB, 
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GH, WH). Fully 24 of the total of 29 records occurred during 1972 through 1991, 
with only 3 (including this year's) reported since 1991. 

Gray Catbird : Routine reports. 

Northern Mockingbird : A good count was 6 seen south of 1-80 Exit 1 on 15 
August (SJD). 

Saae Thrasher : The only report was of one located at the Kimball Airport on 26 
September (SJD). 

Brown Thrashe r: The 17 tallied southwest of Lowell on 22 August (LR, RH) was 
a good count. 

Epropean Starling : An excellent count of 5,000 was made near Johnson Basin 
on 19 September (LR, RH). 

American Pipit : This species was widely-reported, arrived early, stayed past 
closing time, and appeared in good numbers: 75+ were counted near Gibbon on 23 
October (LR, RH), and 50 were numbered late in the same area on 1 2 November 
(LR, RH). The one spotted in Cass Co on 12 September (GW) was rather early, while 
the 50 seen near Gibbon (above), the 2 found at Oliver Res on 1 3 November (SJD), 
and the 3 identified at BOL on 13 November (JS) were all rather late. 

Sprague's Pipit : The only report of this elusive species was of one bird 
identified on a roadside near FL on 5 September (LR, RH); this date is very early 
and the place very strange for a Sprague’s Pipit, but most NE reports come from 
the central part of the state. 

Ceda.r. .W a x w ing; Routine reports. 

Tennessee Warbler: Only 7 were reported, all as expected from the east during 
the period between 1 and 19 September (BP, LP, JGJ, JG, JJ). 

Orange-crowned Warbler : Numbers were great and the reports statewide. 
The best counts included a fall record high 42 in the east RWB (!) on 27 September 
(JGJ), and 22 at West Lawn Cem, Gering, on 2 October (SJD). One of the latter was 
very pale, possibly a westerly migrant of the eastern race celata (SJD). Most 
Panhandle Orange-crowned Warblers are brightly-colored with contrasting gray 
heads and olive backs, and are likely of the Rocky Mountain race orestera. 
Nashville Warbler : This eastern migrant also appeared in good numbers, the 20 
tallied at Wehrspann L on 20 September (BP, LP) marking a record count for fall. 
The 6th Panhandle report for fall was one identified at Oliver Res on 2 October, 
thought to be a male of the western race ridgwayi because of the extensive white 
on its underparts (SJD). 

Northern Parula: None reported—late dates in the east occur in late September. 
y.ell P W J fta .rMe r Routine reports. 

Chestnut-sided Warbkr: Surprisingly, the only reports were of singles found 
at ADF on 8 September (LF, CF) and at FF 27 September (BP, LP). 

Magnolia Warbler : Only 5 were reported, all in the east between 11 and 24 
September (JGJ, BP, LP, BFH). 

Black-throated Blue Warbler : Somewhat more common in fall than in spring, 
with as many records from the west as from the east, but still only a casual 
migrant, singles were spotted at Calamus Res on 25 September (MB, DH) and at 
Oliver Res on 26 September, the latter an immature female (SJD). 
Yellow-rumped Warbler : An "Audubon's" seen at Wildcat Hills NC on 21 
August (MB) may have been either a resident or a very early migrant. Single 
"Audubon's" were found near Gering and at Oliver Res on 16 October (SJD), a new 
late date for this form. The first "Myrtle" appeared at Neale Woods on 16 



September (B). Rather late for the location was a "Myrtle" located at L Ogallala on 
19 November (SJD). The best count totaled 50+ at FF on 6 October (BP, LP). 
glfirlf-throated Green Warbler : Only one was reported, at Schramm SP on 5 
September (MUs). 

j^psend's Warbler : A regular fall migrant in small numbers in the western 
panhandle, 5 were reported during the period between 24 August and 2 October 
(SJD), the latter a rather late date. 

Aiflrffbumian Warbler : Four were reported in the period 22 August (JGJ) 
through 8 October (LF, CF) in the east. The latter was rather late, but the one found 
at Schramm SP on 29 October represents the second-latest ever; it was banded and 
photographed (fide RK). 

yellow-throated Warbler : Breeding was confirmed for only the 2nd time in 
NE, at FF, where 2 adults were seen feeding 2 young from 6 to 9 September (BP, 
LP). This location is the northwestern-most breeding population of this species; 
probably only 1 to 2 breeding pairs occur at FF. 

Palp Warbler : About 6 were reported, west to York Co (JGJ), between 18 
September to 6 October (LE, JS, BA, BP, LP), a good showing for this species, 
which is only casual in fall. This fall's reports bring the all-time total up to only 30 


Rav-breasted Warbler : The only report was of one seen at Neale Woods on 16 
September (B). Normally, this species is most numerous in fall and rare in spring. 
Cerulean Warbler: None reported—late dates usually occur around 1 September. 
Rlack-and-white Warble r: Only 5 were reported between 24 August at Oliver 
Res (SJD) through 19 September at Indian Cave SP (JG). This migrant is statewide 
in fall. 

American Redstart : The one spotted at ADF on 13 October (LF, CF) denotes the 
first ever October report for the east. Strangely, while redstarts are less common 
in the west than in the east in fall, the only other October dates for NE come from 
Scotts Bluff Co, suggesting late migrants from some western population. To the 
west, a single was identified at Oliver Res on 21 August (MB), and 2 were noted 
there on 4 September (SJD). 

Ovenbird : Routine reports. 

Northern Waterthrush : The only report was of one identified at Oliver Res on 
27 August (SJD), only the 4th fall Panhandle record. Surprisingly, none was 
reported from the east. 

Louisiana Waterthrush : None reported-last dates usually occur in early 
September. 

Kentucky Warbler : Just making it into the fall report was an apparent early 
migrant identified at Papillion on 2 August (B). This species is rarely reported in 
fall, although late dates occur in September. 

Mourning Warbler : Only 3 were reported, in the short period from 28 August 
to 4 September at ADF (LF, CF) and in Lancaster Co (LE). 

MacGillivrav's Warbler : The only report was of one seen at Winters Creek L 
on 3 September (SJD). 

Common Yellowthroat : Routine reports. 

Wilson's Warbler : Fall migrants are more numerous in the west; a record fall 
count reached 41 in the southern Panhandle on 20 September (SJD). This species 
was widely-reported this fall. 
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Canada Warbler : None reported. Usually, this species is reported more often in 
fall than in spring, with late dates into October. 

Yellow-breasted Chat : Routine reports--all came from the Panhandle. 

Summer Tanaaer : Rarely reported away from Schramm SP, this fall singles 
were found at Indian Cave SP on 8 August (B) and on 19 September (JG), the latter 
rather late. To date, no breeding has been confirmed at Indian Cave SP. 

Scarlet Tanaaer : Routine reports. 

Western Tanaaer : None reported--last dates occur around 1 October. 
Green-tailed Towhee : The only report, and only the 9th fall report ever, was 
of an adult and an immature sighted in southwestern Kimball Co on 20 September 
(SJD). 

Spotted Towhee : The one noted near Gibbon on 7 August (LR, RH) was at the 
eastern edge of the summer range; migrants were found there on 8 October, when 

10 were seen, (LR, RH), coinciding with the last date, 2 October (RG), when this 
species was reported at Halsey and its first appearance in the southeast, at Forest 
Lawn Cem, Omaha, on 2 October (WRS). At Halsey, Ruth Green noted that females 
and hatching-year birds preceded males in migration. 

Eastern Towhee : Routine reports. 

Cassj .n'.s . S p.aJT Q W.: None reported. 

American Tree Sparrow : Routine reports. 

Chipping Sparrow : Adults feeding begging young at Alma on 8 August (GH, WH) 
established the western edge of the breeding range in the Republican River Valley; 
and 10+ were counted between Alma and Orleans on 2 August (GH, WH). There are 
no breeding records west of Grand Island in the Platte Valley. Are observers aware 
of any, or of summering birds in that area? Banded birds at Halsey included a 
return 5-year old and some 3 to 4 years old (RG). 

Clav-colored Sparrow : An excellent total of 65 was counted in Kearney Co on 

11 September (LR, RH). 

Brewer's Sparrow : An excellent count of 45 was tallied south of 1-80 Exit 1 on 
22 August (JS, WRS). No details were provided for a report of a sighting in Blaine 
Co at the NOU meeting; this site is somewhat east of the usual migration corridor. 
Field Sparrow : This species is rare in the Panhandle, but 2 were found at 
Riverside Park, Scottsbluff, on 2 October (SJD). The one carefully studied and 
described at Wolf L on 27 November was thought to be an immature (TH); this date 
is rather late. 

Vesper Sparrow : The second-best ever fall count totaled an amazing 462 in 
southwestern Kimball Co on 26 September (SJD). 

Lark Sparrow : The 89 totaled in southwestern Kimball Co on 2 September (SJD) 
marks the best ever fall count. 

Lark Bunting : The female seen north of FL on 5 September was a little far east 
(LR, RH). 

Savannah Sparrow : Rather late were one sighted in Lancaster Co on 20 
November (LE) and 2 located at L Alice on 18 November (SJD). A good count 
registered 100+ in the east RWB on 11 September (JGJ). 

Grasshopper Sparrow : Routine reports. 

Baird's Sparrow : Two were documented at Clear Creek Marshes on 26 
September (SJD). This sighting represents only the 3rd documented fall record, the 
others include a Logan Co specimen taken on 17 August 1936 and one netted and 
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banded at CLNWR on 1 5 October 1980. Reports should increase as observers gain 
more confidence with identification and habitat preferences of this elusive species. 
I^rnnte's Sparrow : An excellent count reached 40 at Kirkpatrick Basin—also 
westernmost report this season—on 25 September (JGJ). 

M^unn's Sharp-tailed Sparrow : Observers who look for this species in the 
r jght habitat find it with little difficulty: as many as 1 6, a record fall count and 
latest fall date, were identified at Sandpiper Basin on 7 November (JGJ); 6 were 
seen at Spikerush Basin on 14 October (JG); and 5 were spotted at Little Salt Fork 
Marsh on 2 October (JG). Others reported included singles found at Arbor L on 26 
September (LE) and at Lilley Sandpits, Hall Co, on 2 October (LR, RH); and 4 found 
at Jack Sinn Marsh on 3 October (JS). 

pnv Sparrow : All reports came, as expected, from the east, and were fairly 
numerous, totaling about 25 birds. 
c;nng Sparrow : Routine reports. 

] incoln "s Sparrow : Many reports arrived, including one of a rather late bird 
photographed at L Ogallala on 19 November (SJD). Although this species is 
considered uncommon in the Panhandle, 8 were counted there on 20 September 

(SJD). 

Swamp Sparrow : The 6 spotted at FL on 1 August (LR, H) were summering 
birds. The 30 tallied at Neale Woods on 15 October (B) set a record fall count. 
Uncommon in the west, a single was identified at Oliver Res on 26 September 
(SJD). 

White-throated Sparrow : This species is rare in the Panhandle, but no fewer 
than 1 3 were reported, all by Steven Dinsmore: 2 were sighted at Winters Creek L 
on 20 September; one was located at Oliver Res on 2 October; and on 16 October 2 
were spotted at Oliver Res, 4 at Winters Creek L, 2 at Bushnell, and one at West 
Lawn Cem, Gering. Interestingly, Steven Dinsmore noted that all these birds were 
tan-striped morphs. All young birds have tan stripes, but the head-stripes of most 
adults are white. Those adults that remain tan-striped are not though to be 
population-specific, but occur throughout the species' range. 

White-crowned Sparrow : The one spotted in Cherry Co on 10 October was 
identified as the eastern black-lored race leucophrys (LR, RH), a regular migrant 
through eastern NE. Cherry Co is located at the western edge of the range of 
leucophrys. Westerly birds may be of the Rocky Mountain black-lored race 
oriantha. 

Harris's Sparrow : This species appeared in good numbers, including "hundreds" 
found in Dakota Co on 23 October (BFH) and 160 counted on 31 October at Wolf L 
(TH). Harris's Sparrow is rare in the west, and so the 16 identified at Sutherland 
Res on 6 November (SJD) were of interest. 

Hark-eved Junco : Counts of 200 near Heartwell (LR, RH) and of 130 at Wolf L 
(TH), both on 30 October, were near-record fall counts. There were few reports 
of juncos identified to subspecies; at Chadron the first "Slate-colored" did not 
appear until 19 November (ZU), and the only sighting of an "Oregon" occurred on 21 
November (ZU). 

McCown’s Lonasour : The only report was of 15 seen on 16 October in 
southwestern Kimball Co (SJD). 

Lapland Longspun The forty tallied near Minatare on 1 6 October (SJD) were 
rather early, and the "thousands" sighted in the east RWB on 7 November (JGJ) 
was a good count. 
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Chestnut-collared Lonaspur : The only reports were of a good count of 1 50 at 
Clear Creek Marshes on 26 September and of 21 in southwestern Kimball Co the 
same day (SJD). 

Snow Bunting : One of the last regular species to appear each year, a single just 
made the Fall Report; it was an adult female seen at Crane Meadows NC on 27 
November (B). 

N orthern Cardinal: Routine reports. 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak : Near Gibbon, where Black-headed Grosbeaks 
predominate in summer, a female Rose-breasted was spotted in the observers 1 
yard on 1 August (LR, RH). Westerly migrants, rare as far west as central NE, 
were a "presumed Rose-breasted" found in the east RWB on 22 August (JGJ) and a 
first fall male identified at Lilley Sandpits, Hall Co, on 25 September (LR, RH). 
Black-headed Grosbeak : A grosbeak with a buffy, unstreaked breast seen as 
far east as Fort Calhoun on 8 October (CH) may have been this species. The latest 
fall dates, and even a few winter records, occur in the east. 

Blue Grosbeak : An immature was spotted rather late on 3 October in 
southwestern Dixon Co (JJ). 

Laz.uii.JB-U.Qlma: Routine reports. 

I ndigfi.B-yjllinfl: Routine reports. 

Dickcissel : Routine reports. 

Bobolink : Routine reports. 

Red-winaed Blackbird : Some great counts (but not records) were received, 
including 30,000 tallied at Kiowa Springs on 16 October (SJD) and 5,000 totaled 
both in Phelps Co on 24 October (LR, RH) and southwest of Valentine, where the 
flock gleaned grain from cattle manure on 20 November (CH). 

Easte r n. M .e.ad.Q.w.la.r-k; Routine reports. 

W&§tarn. M ga d9 W! . a r.K: Routine reports. 

Yellow-headed Blackbird: The best count reached 2,000 at FL on 11 September 
(LR, RH); and remaining late were 4 males found at Kiowa Springs on 23 November 
(SJD). 

Rusty Blackbird : Routine reports. 

Brewer’s Blackbird : The best count totaled 600 near Minatare on 26 September 
(SJD); 475 were also tallied at Kiowa Springs on 2 October (SJD). Reports without 
details of large flocks from eastern NE are questionable, especially with no mention 
of females present; flocks of juvenile Common Grackles look remarkably like 
Brewer’s Blackbirds. 

Common Grackle : A good count reached 6,500 at Kiowa Springs on 16 October 
(SJD). Short-tailed molting adults are a strange sight in fall; a flock of 3,000 
counted in the observers' yard (???) on 11 September contained many such birds 
(LR, RH). 

Great-tailed Grackle : The far west group at Kiowa Springs continued, with as 
many as 14 males and 12 females seen there on 2 October (SJD); 2 males still 
remained there on 13 November (SJD). The best count elsewhere reached 64, 
mostly females or immatures in molt near Gibbon on 22 August (LR, RH). 
Brown-headed Cowbird : Excellent counts included the "several thousand" 
tallied between Odessa and FL 5 Sep (MU) and the 2,000 totaled near Johnson Basin 
on 19 September (LR, RH). 

Orchard Oriole: Routine reports. 
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paitimore Oriole : A very late bird was spotted near Milford on 9 November 
(PK). Occasionally, individuals have attempted to winter in NE, but most leave by 
late September. 

pniinpk’s Oriole : Unexpected was a group of 4 immatures or females and an 
adult male found at Alma on 11 August (GH, WH); the description of the latter 
indicated that it was a Bullock's Oriole. These birds were probably early migrants, 
likely a family group, but there are no other records of Bullock's Oriole seen east 
of the Panhandle in fall. 

a ray-crowned Rosv-Finch : The only reports were of 9 birds spotted in 
southwestern Sioux Co on 23 November (SJD) and 15 noted along the Henry Road in 
southwestern Sioux Co on 28 November (B). This location has proved consistent 
over the last 2 to 3 years. 

Purple Finch : After a few low years, numbers were encouraging, with a good 
count of 40 registered at Wolf L on 27 November (TH), and 10 counted at FF 
between 17 and 28 November (BP, LP). In all, at least 60 were reported, all but 
one from the east. The exception was a single located in Sowbelly Canyon on 1 3 
November (JG); Purple Finches are rare in the Panhandle. 

Mouse Finch : A good count reached 78 in Lancaster Co on 26 September (LE). 

Red Crossbill : Post-breeding wanderers were the 2 found at Alma on 11 August 
(GH, WH) and the one seen at a Kearney feeder on 29 September (fide George 
Brown). Less surprising were a female identified at NNF, Halsey, on 8 October (LR, 
RH), "several" located at the Wildcat Hills NC on 21 August (MB), and 2 spotted at 
Scotts Bluff NM on 3 September (SJD). 

White-winaed Crossbill : Hopefully a portent of things to come, a male was 
found at Tekamah Cem on 21 November (JGJ), the only report. 

Common Redpoll : Four birds appeared prior to the end of the period: 3 at Neale 
Woods from 6 to 7 November (B), and one at a Nebraska City feeder on 28 
November (LF, CF). 

Pine Siskin : Small numbers were widely reported from 14 October (BP, LP) 
onwards; the best count reached only 8, at BOL on 13 November (JS). The one seen 
at Wildcat Hills NC on 21 August (MB) may have been part of a local breeding 
population, although evidence for such is scanty. 

Lesser Goldfinch : A singing green-backed male excited observers at Oliver Res 
between 21 and 27 August (MB, SJD, BP, LP). This report is the 8th in all and the 
5th documented for this casual summer visitor to the Panhandle. 

American Goldfinch : Routine reports. 

Evening Grosbeak : None reported. 

House Sparrow : Routine reports. 


* * * * * 


A note from the editor: Hundreds of terrible e-mail jokes reach me pretty 
much every week, most of which find their way quickly to the trash. Every once in 
a while, I forward a tidbit to a few friends. And once in a blue moon, something 
crosses the screen that warrants a larger audience. The following bit of hilarity 
concerns science in general though not birds in particular but brought such a 
positive response, I decided to share this children’s wisdom with readers of the 
Bird Review, who appreciate levity: 
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Kids on Science 

The beguiling ideas about science quoted here were gleaned from essays, exams, 
and classroom discussions. Most were from 5th and 6th graders. 

^Question: What is one horsepower? ^Answer: One horsepower is the amount of 
energy it takes to drag a horse 500 feet in one second. 

*You can listen to thunder after lightning and tell how close you came to getting hit. 
If you don't hear it, you got hit, so never mind. 

*Talc is found on rocks and on babies. 

*The law of gravity says no fair jumping up without coming back down. 

*When they broke open molecules, they found they were only stuffed with atoms. 
But when they broke open atoms, they found them stuffed with explosions. 

*When people run around and around in circles we say they are crazy. When planets 
do it we say they are orbiting. 

*Rainbows are just to look at, not to really understand. 

*While the earth seems to be knowingly keeping its distance from the sun, it is 
really only centrificating. 

*Someday we may discover how to make magnets that can point in any direction. 
*South America has cold summers and hot winters, but somehow they still manage. 
*Most books now say our sun is a star. But it still knows how to change back into a 
sun in the daytime. 

*Water freezes at 32 degrees and boils at 212 degrees. There are 180 degrees 
between freezing and boiling because there are 180 degrees between north and 
south. 

*A vibration is a motion that cannot make up its mind which way it wants to go. 
*There are 26 vitamins in all, but some of the letters are yet to be discovered. 
Finding them all means living forever. 

*There is a tremendous weight pushing down on the center of the Earth because of 
so much population stomping around up there these days. 

*Lime is a green-tasting rock. 

*Many dead animals in the past changed to fossils while others preferred to be oil. 
*Genetics explain why you look like your father and if you don't why you should. 
*Vacuums are nothings. We only mention them to let them know we know they're 
there. 

*Some oxygen molecules help fires burn while others help make water, so 
sometimes it’s brother against brother. 

*Some people can tell what time it is by looking at the sun. But I have never been 
able to make out the numbers. 

*We say the cause of perfume disappearing is evaporation. Evaporation gets blamed 
for a lot of things people forget to put the top on. 

*To most people solutions mean finding the answers. But to chemists solutions are 
things that are still ail mixed up. 

*ln looking at a drop of water under a microscope, we find there are twice as many 
H’s as 0’s. 

*Clouds are high flying fogs. 

*1 am not sure how clouds get formed. But the clouds know how to do it, and that is 
the important thing. 



♦Clouds just keep circling the earth around and around. And around. There is not 
much else to do. 

♦Water vapor gets together in a cloud. When it is big enough to be called a drop, it 
does. 

★Humidity is the experience of looking for air and finding water. 

*We keep track of the humidity in the air so we won't drown when we breathe. 

♦Rain is often known as soft water, oppositely known as hail. 

♦Rain is saved up in cloud banks. 

♦In some rocks you can find the fossil footprints of fishes. 

♦Cyanide is so poisonous that one drop of it on a dog's tongue will kill the strongest 
man. 

♦A blizzard is when it snows sideways. 

♦A hurricane is a breeze of a bigly size. 

♦A monsoon is a French gentleman. 

♦Thunder is a rich source of loudness. 

♦Isotherms and isobars are even more important than their names sound. 

♦It is so hot in some places that the people there have to live in other 
places. 

♦The wind is like the air, only pushier. 

★ * * * * 

1998 (Tenth) REPORT OF THE NOU RECORDS COMMITTEE 
Complied by Mark A. Brogie (NOURC Chairperson) 

508 Seeley, Creighton, NE 68729 

The functions and methods of the NOU Records Committee are described in its 
bylaws (NOU Records Committee 1986). The committee’s purpose is to provide a 
procedure for documenting unusual bird sightings and to establish a list of all 
documented birds for Nebraska. THE OFFICIAL LIST OF THE BIRDS OF NEBRASKA 
was first published in 1988 (NOU Records Committee 1988) and has been appended 
eight times (Mollhoff 1989, Grenon 1990, 1991, Gubanyi 1996a, 1996b, 1996c, 
Brogie 1997, Brogie 1998). An update of THE OFFICIAL LIST OF THE BIRDS OF 
NEBRASKA was last published in 1997 (NOU Records Committee 1997). 

This report includes all accounts submitted during the calendar year of 1998, 
covering 108 records with accession numbers 761-868. All records mentioned 
here will be available to interested persons at the NOU archives at the University 
of Nebraska State Museum, Lincoln, NE. Interested parties should contact the 
current NOU Librarian, whose address can be found in the latest issue of The 


State List 

The Forty-first supplement to the American Ornithologists' Union (AOU, 1997) 
contains many taxonomic changes affecting North American birds. The following 
summarizes all revisions by the AOU in regards to changes in scientific names, and 
changes in assignments to family and order of species to the most recent published 
“THE OFFICIAL LIST OF THE BIRDS OF NEBRASKA” (NBR 65: 3-1 6). It does not 
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include changes in species sequence, as these will be made on the next published 
Official Checklist of Nebraska Birds. 

With this report, the following changes are made to “THE OFFICIAL LIST OF THE 
BIRDS OF NEBRASKA”: 

Changes in Frequency of Occurrence: 

1. Pomarine Jaeaer ( Stercorarius pomarinus ) - Accidental to Casual 

2. Little Gull ( Larus minutus ) - Accidental to Casual 

3. Thaver’s Gull ( Larus thayeri) - Casual to Regular 

4. Cordilleran Flycatcher ( Empidonax occidentalis ) - Casual to Regular 

5. Saae Thrasher ( Oreoscoptes montanus ) - Casual to Regular 

6 . Black-throated Blue Warbler ( Dendroica caerulescens ) - Casual to 

Regular 

7. Baird’s Sparrow ( Ammodramus bairdii ) - Accidental to Casual 
Changes in Firmness of Data: 

1. Great-tailed Grackle f Ouiscalus mexicanus) - Regular, 1-P to Regular, 1-S. 

UNSM # ZM-17601. 

2. Garaanev (Anas auerauedula) - Accidental, III to Accidental, 1-P. 

3. Eurasian Collared-Dove ( Streptopelia decaocto) - Accidental, III to 

Accidental, 1-P. 

1998 Additions to State List 

No new species were added to the Official List of the Birds of Nebraska in this 
report. The total as of the end of 1998 stands at 434 species. 

Criteria forAccepted Records 

In order for a record to be accepted, a minimum of six votes in favor are required 
with no more than one dissenting vote (NOU Records Committee 1986). Records in 
the following classes listed as accepted: 
l-S - a diagnostic, labeled specimen exists 
1-P - a diagnostic, labeled photograph or slide exists 
l-R - a diagnostic, labeled recording exists 

II - three or more independently written diagnostic documentations of the same 
bird exist 

III - one or two independently written diagnostic documentations of the same bird 
exist 

Each account of an accepted record includes a brief statement noting the species, 
class, date, location, and initial(s) of observers. 

Pre-1998 Records Reviewed For First Time and Accepted 

Pacific Loon (Gavia pacifica). 

1 . A single bird was observed (Class III; JG) at Twin Lakes, Seward Co., on 9 
November 1997. 
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Pp marine Jaeger ( Stercorarius pomarinus). 

1 _ a single bird was photographed (Class l-P; JS) at Pawnee SRA, Lancaster Co., 
on 1 6 November 1997. 

p^ftr Black-backed Gull ( Larus fuse us). 

1 a single bird was photographed (Class l-P; JS) at Branched Oak Lake, Lancaster 
Co., on 29 November 1997. 

Hammond’s Flycatcher ( Empidonax hammondii ). 

1 A single bird was observed (Class III; DE) at Winter’s Creek Lake, Scotts Bluff 
Co., on 21 September 1997. 

2 . A single bird was observed (Class III; DE) at Oliver Reservoir, Kimball Co., on 
21 September 1 997. 

Raven species (Corvus sp.). 

1 . A raven was observed (Class III; JD) north of Parks, Dundy Co., on 29 March 
1997. Although the documentation was for Chihuahuan Raven ( Corvus 
cryptoleucus ), several Committee members felt that Common Raven was also a 
possibility; thus the record was accepted as Raven species. 

Hermit Thrush ( Catharus guttatus). 

1 . A single bird was observed (Class III; JG) on the Branched Oak Christmas Bird 
Count, Lancaster Co., on 20 December 1997. 

1998 Accepted Records 

Red-throated Loon ( Gavia stellata). 

1 . A single bird in basic plumage was observed (Class III; SD) at Lake McConaughy, 
Keith Co., on 8 May 1998. 

Pacific Loon ( Gavia pacifica ). 

1. A single bird in basic plumage was observed (Class III; SD) at Lake McConaughy, 
Keith Co., on several dates--2, 3, 14, and 15 January 1998. 

Yellow-billed Loon ( Gavia adamsii). 

1. One written report by initial observer (Class III; SD) and a photograph (Class I- 
P; MB) arrived of a presumed first-alternate plumaged bird observed at Lake 
McConaughy, Keith Co., from 8 August to 18 October 1998. 

Red-necked Grebe ( Podiceps grisegena ). 

1. Two individuals both in basic plumage were observed (Class III; SD) at Lake 
McConaughy, Keith Co., on 3 and 4 January 1998. 

Clark’s Grebe ( Aechmophorus clarkii). 

1. A single bird was observed at Lake McConaughy, Keith Co., on 2 January 1998 
and at least three more were seen at the same location on 3 January 1998 (Class 
III; SD). 

2. One adult was observed (Class III; RH) at Funk WPA, Phelps Co., 14 June, 1998. 
The NOURC no longer seeks documentation on this species. 
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Neotropic Cormorant ( Phalacrocorax brasilianus). 

1. A single first-alternate bird was observed (Class III; SD) at Sutherland 
Reservoir, Lincoln Co., on 2 May 1998. 

Least Bittern ( Ixobrychus exit is). 

1. An after-hatching year female was captured, banded (RG), and photographed 
(Class 1-P; RCK) near Bellevue, Sarpy Co., on 5 August 1998. The NOURC no 
longer seeks documentation on this species. 

Bean Goose ( Anser fabalis). 

1 . A single individual among a flock of about 4,000 Greater White-fronted Geese 
(Anser albifrons) was observed (Class III; SD) at Funk Lagoon, Phelps Co., on 4 
April 1998. On the basis of bill shape, the observer concluded the bird was of the 
subspecies A. f. middendorffi. Individuals of this eastern Siberian race are almost 
never kept in captivity (Bray et al. 1986). This is the second documented record 
for Bean Goose in Nebraska. 

Brant ( Branta bernicla). 

1 . A single individual of the eastern subspecies B. b. bernicla was observed (Class 
III; RH) among a large flock of Canada Geese ( Branta canadensis) in Kearney Co., on 
22 February 1998. 

Tundra Swan ( Cygnus columbianus). 

1. Up to three immatures were observed (Class III; SD) below Keystone Dam, Keith 
Co., on several dates~on 14 and 15 January, and on 7 February 1998. The NOURC 
no longer seeks documentation on this species. 

Eurasian Wiaeon (Anas penelope). 

1. One adult male was observed (Class III; DH) south of Wood Duck WMA, Stanton 
Co., on 28 March 1998. 

2. One alternate adult male was observed (Class III; SD) at Clear Creek marshes, 
Keith Co., on 2 May 1998. 

Garaanev (Anas querquedula). 

1 . Two sets of photographs (Class l-P; MB, BJR) and a written report reached the 
committee (Class III; BP, LP) of a single adult male observed at the Wild Rose 
Ranch, Hall Co., on 4 April 1998. This constitutes the second documented record 
for Garganey in Nebraska. 

Black Scoter (Melanitta nigra). 

1 . A single female or immature was observed (Class III; SD) at Lake Ogallala, Keith 
Co., between 1 and 4 January 1998, most probably one of two birds reported in 
same location on 7 and 18 December 1997. 

2. A single female or immature was photographed (Class l-P; MB) above Gavin's 
Pt. Dam, Cedar Co., on 26 November 1 998. 

Barrow’s Goldeneye (Bucephala islandica). 

1. One adult female was observed (Class III; SD) at Lake Ogallala, Keith Co,, on 3 
and 4 January 1998. 


2 One adult male and one adult female were observed at Lake Ogallala, Keith Co., 
on 14 January 1998. On 15 January 1998 this pair was still present in the same 
location and another adult female was observed above the dam on Lake McConaughy 
(Class III; SD). 

3 _ Two adult males and two adult females were observed at Lake Ogallala, Keith 
Co., on 7 February 1998 where one female had been observed the day before (Class 
HI- SD). The NOURC no longer seeks documentation on this species. 

Ferruginous Hawk (Buteo regalis ). 

1 . One adult light-phase bird was observed (Class III; MB) along the Missouri River 
near Niobrara, Knox Co., on 3 October 1998. This report represents the first 
NOURC documentation for this species in eastern Nebraska. 

rnfnmon Moorhen (Gallinula chloropus). 

1. Two individuals were first observed on 18 July 1998, and one individual was 
still present on 30 August 1998, south of Bellevue, Sarpy County. On 31 July 
1998, one adult with seven chicks was seen. (Class III; RCK). 

ppowv Plover (Charadrius alexandrinus ). 

1. A single adult male observed (Class 111; MB) near Niobrara, Knox Co., on 9 May 
1998. This sighting represents the northern-most Nebraska record and one of the 
very few documentations of this species north of the Platte River. 

2. A single bird was photographed (Class 1-P; JJ) near Green Acres WPA, Clay 
Co., on 25 April 1998. 

Mountain Plover (Charadrius montanus). 

1. A single bird was photographed (Class l-P; LB) near Kimball, Kimball Co., on 16 
May 1998. 

Black-necked Stilt (Himantopus mexicanus). 

1. A single bird was photographed (Class l-P; JJ) at Weiss WPA, Fillmore Co., on 9 
May 1998. 

Hudsonian Godwit (Limosa haemastica ). 

1. A single juvenile was observed (Class III; JJ) at Sinninger WPA, York Co., on 
30 August 1998. This observation represents the first NOURC fall record for this 
species in Nebraska. 


Red Knot (Calidris canutus). 

1. A single molting adult was observed (Class lit; SD) at Lake McConaughy, Keith 
Co., on 20 August 1998. 


Ruff (Philomachus pugnax ). 

1. An adult breeding female was observed (Class III; MB) and photographed south of 
Creighton in Antelope Co., on 10 April 1998. Photographs were not diagnostic by 
themselves. 

2. A juvenile was photographed (Class l-P; JJ) at Kirkpatrick Basin WMA, York 
Co., on 27 September 1998. 
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Short-biHed Dowitcher ( Limnodromus griseus). 

1. A single adult of the subspecies L. g. griseus was observed (Class III; JJ) north 
of Bradshaw, York Co. on 3 May 1998. This observation represents the first 
NOURC record for this eastern subspecies in Nebraska. 

Red Phalarooe ( Phalaropus fulicaria). 

1. Two juvenile/first winter birds were observed (Class III; JJ) at Lake Babcock, 
Platte Co., on 13 September 1998. 

Long-tailed Jaeaer ( Stercorarius iongicaudus ). 

1. A single juvenile was observed (Class III; SD) at Lake McConaughy, Keith Co., on 
3 October 1998. This report constitutes the second documented record for Long¬ 
tailed Jaeger in Nebraska. 

Laughing Gull ( Larus atricilla). 

1. One second-summer plumaged bird was observed (Class III; WRS, JS) at 
Keystone Lake, Keith Co., on 14 June 1998. 

Little Gull ( Larus minutus). 

1. One molting from juvenal to first-basic plumage was observed (Class III; SD) at 
Lake Ogallala, Keith Co., on 8 September 1998. 

2. A single juvenile was photographed (Class l-P; SD) at Lake McConaughy, Keith 
Co., on 8 September 1998. 

3. A single bird molting from juvenal to first-basic plumage was observed (Class 
III; SD) at Lake McConaughy, Keith Co., on 20 September 1998. The observer 
stated that his bird was not as dark-mantled as either of the two juveniles seen on 
8 September 1998. 

4. A single bird molting from juvenal to first-basic plumage was observed (Class 
III; SD) at Lake McConaughy, Keith Co., on 17 October 1998. The observer stated 
that this bird was not as dark-mantled as the three juveniles seen in September 
1998. 

5. A bird in first-basic plumage was observed (Class 111; SD) at Sutherland 
Reservoir, Lincoln Co., on 1 November 1998. 

Mew Gull (Larus canus ). 

1. One adult in basic plumage was observed (Class III; SD) at Lake McConaughy, 
Keith Co., on 6 February 1998 and again on 7 February 1998 at Lake Ogallala 
(Class III, WRS). 

2. Two reports arrived of an adult in basic plumage observed (Class III: SD, WRS) 
at Lake Ogallala, Keith Co., on 7 February 1998. This bird differed in description 
from the 6 February bird. 

3. Two reports came of a first-basic Mew Gull observed (Class III: SD, WRS) at 
Keystone Lake, Keith Co., on 7 February 1998. 

4. An adult in basic (third-basic) plumage was observed (Class III: SD) at Lake 
Ogallala, Keith Co., on 22 February 1998. 

5. An adult in basic (third-basic) plumage was observed (Class III: SD) at Lake 
Ogallala, Keith Co., on 21 March 1998. 

6. One adult in alternate plumage was observed (Class III; SD) at Lake McConaughy, 
Keith Co., from 18 to 19 April 1998. 
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o|^nd Gull ( Larus glaucoides). 

1, Two reports arrived of a bird in first-basic plumage observed (Class III; SD, 
WRS) at Lake Ogallala, Keith Co., on 7 February 1998. 

2, Two reports came of an adult basic “Kumlien’s” Iceland Gull observed (Class 
III: SD, WRS) at Lake Ogallala, Keith Co., on 7 February 1998. 

3, An adult in basic (Kumlien’s) plumage was observed (Class III: SD) at Lake 
Ogallala, Keith Co., on 22 February 1998. 

I psser Black-backed Gull ( Larus fuse us). 

1. An adult was observed (Class III: SD) at Keystone Lake, Keith Co., on 14 
January 1998. 

2. Two reports reached the committee of six birds (2-adult, 2 fourth-basic, 2 
third-basic) observed (Class III; SD, WRS) at Lake Ogallala, Keith Co., on 7 
February 1998. 

3. Two adults and one third-basic bird were observed (Class III: SD) at Lake 
Ogallala, Keith Co., on 22 February 1998. 

4. An adult in basic plumage was observed (Class III: SD) at Lake Ogallala, Keith 
Co., on 21 March 1998. 

5. Two adults in alternate (fourth-alternate) plumage were observed (Class III: 
SD) at Lake Ogallala, Keith Co., on 5 April 1998. 

6. A single bird was photographed (Class 1-P; JJ) at Branched Oak Lake, Lancaster 
Co., on 3 December 1998. 

Glaucous Gull ( Larus hyperboreus). 

1. A bird molting from first-basic to first alternate plumage was observed (Class 
III: SD) at Sutherland Reservoir, Lincoln Co., on 2 May 1998. 

Great Black-backed Gull ( Larus marinus). 

1. One first-winter bird was observed (Class III; MB) just east of Niobrara, Knox 
Co., on 25 March 1 998. 

Black-legged Kittiwake (Rissa tridactyla). 

1. A single first-winter bird was photographed (Class l-P; MB) below Gavin’s Pt. 
Dam, Cedar Co., on 26 November 1998. 

Sabine’s Gull ( Xema sabini). 

1. Two juveniles were observed (Class III; DH) below Gavin’s Pt. Dam, Cedar Co., 
on 3 October 1998. 

Eurasian Collared-Dove ( Streptopelia decaocto). 

1. A 1 January 1998 report (Class III; WRS) came of the same single bird coming 
to a feeder in Shelton, Buffalo Co., that was reported in Brogie 1998. 

2. Two birds were observed (Class III; RH) on 22 April 1998 and one bird was 
photographed (Class 1-P; MN) in June 1998 in Kearney, Buffalo Co. The latter 
observer cited nesting of this species and multiple birds present through the end of 
1998. This report constitutes the second documented record for this species in 
Nebraska. 
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White-winaed Dove ( Zenaida asiatica). 

1. Two photographs (Class 1-P; MN, MB) and two written reports (Class III; BP, 
LP, RH) reached the committee of a single bird associating with Eurasian Collared- 
Doves in Kearney, Buffalo Co. This bird was present from early June through the 
end of 1998 and represents the third documented record for this species in 
Nebraska. 

R ed. - nap g .d. S,a£ 5 .ucj<gr ( Sphyrapicus nucha I is). 

1. An adult male was photographed (Class 1-P; SD) at Oliver Reservoir, Kimball 
Co., on 27 September 1998. 

S.c.Lssor r taile(j Flycatcher (Tyrannus forficatus). 

1. A single bird was photographed (Class l-P; LB) in Scotts Bluff Co., on 17 May 
1998. 

B lue,- h eale_d. . .Virgo ( Vireo solitarius). 

1. A single bird was photographed (Class 1-P; SD) in West Lawn Cemetery, Gering, 
Scotts Bluff Co., on 27 September 1998. This sighting constitutes the first 
Panhandle record of this species in Nebraska. 

Clark’s Nutcracker ( Nucifraga Columbiana). 

1. A single bird was observed (Class III; SD) at Lake McConaughy, Keith Co., on 1 
November 1998. 

Virginia's Warbler (Vermivora virginiae). 

1. A single male was observed (Class III; JJ) at the Bushnell Cemetery, Kimball 
Co., on 17 May 1998. This sighting represents the second documented record for 
this species in Nebraska. 

Black-throated Blue Warbler ( Dendroica caerulescens). 

1. An adult male was observed (Class III; SD) at Crescent Lake NWR, Garden Co., 
on 1 5 May 1998. 

2. An adult male was observed (Class III; JJ) at the west end of Calamus 
Reservoir, Loup Co., on 19 September 1998. 

Townsend’s Warbler (Dendroica townsendf). 

1. A single bird was observed (Class III; BW, DW) at Lake Minatare SRA, Scotts 
Bluff Co., on 17 May 1998. 

Pine Warbler ( Dendroica pinus). 

1. An adult mate was photographed (Class 1-P; SD) at Oliver Reservoir, Kimball 
Co. This bird was present from 29 August through 13 October 1998. This report 
constitutes the first documented Panhandle record of this species in Nebraska. 

Prairie Warbler (Dendroica discolor). 

1. An immature male was observed (Class III; SD) at the West Lawn Cemetary, 
Gering, Scotts Bluff Co., on 6 September 1998. This identification constitutes the 
first documented fall record of this species in Nebraska. 
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p^t^nnotarv Warbler (Protonotaria citrea ). 

1 A single bird was observed (Class III; WRS) east of Kiowa Springs, Scotts Bluff 
Co., on 15 May 1998. This sighting constitutes the second spring Panhandle record 
of this species in Nebraska. 

fl„,. rn inq Warbler (Oporornis Philadelphia ). 

1 An adult male was observed (Class III; SD) along Lodgepole Creek (north of Exit 
T), Kimball Co., on 29 August 1998, representing the first fall record of this 
species for the Panhandle of Nebraska. 

jjr,nr|pd Warbler (Wilsonia citrina ). 

1 An adult male was observed (Class III; KP) at Pioneers Park, Lancaster Co., on 
20 May 1998. 

prPfin-tailed Towhee (Pipilo chlorurus). 

1 . A single bird observed (Class III; MB) near the Gering Cemetery, Scotts Bluff 
Co., on 16 May 1998. 

V esper Sparrow (Pooecetes gramineus ). 

1. A single bird was observed (Class III; DH) near Elgin, Antelope Co., on 4 
January 1998. This report represents the first documented winter record for this 
species in Nebraska. 

Baird’s Sparrow (Ammodramus bairdii). 

1. A single bird was photographed (Class 1-P; JJ) near Bradshaw, York Co., on 26 
April 1998. 

Golden-crowned Sparrow (Zonotrichia atricapilla). 

1. A single immature was observed (Class III; JJ) at Harlan County Reservoir, 
Harlan Co., on 18 December 1998. This identification represents the third 
documented record for this species in Nebraska. 

1998 Records Not Finalized 

Black Rail ( Laterallusjamaicensis). 

1. A tape-recording of a calling bird in Knox Co., on 25 May 1986 (NBR 55: 40- 
41) is still under review. 


Unaccepted Records 

Records in the following classes are considered unaccepted (NOU Records 
Committee 1986): 

IV - probably correct, but not beyond reasonable doubt 

V - a record with insufficient evidence to support the identification claimed 

VI - a probable released or escaped bird or mistaken identification 

Each account of an unaccepted record includes a brief statement noting the species, 
class, date, location, and reasons for the committee’s failure to accept the record. 
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Pre-1998 Unaccepted Records 

Black Rail (Laterallus jamaicensis). Class IV. 

1. A previously published report (NBR 48: 88-89) of a Black Rail which was 
observed north of Lincoln, Lancaster Co., on 22 April 1980 was reviewed by th 
NOURC for the first time. Although suggestive, the description in this 
documentation lacked sufficient details for approval. 

1998 Unaccepted Records 

Neotropic Cormorant ( Phalacrocorax brasilianus ). Class IV. 

1. A written report was considered of a single bird seen at Branched Oak SRA, 
Lancaster Co., on 26 March 1998. Although suggestive, the description in this 
documentation lacked sufficient details for approval. 

Barnacle Goose ( Branta leucopsis). Class VI. 

1. A single bird was observed at Massie WPA, Clay Co., on 28 March 1998. A 
majority of Committee members thought this bird was unlikely to be a natural 
vagrant. 

E u ra s ian .Wifles n ( Anaspenelope). Class IV. 

1. A written report was considered of a single first-basic male molting to first- 
alternate plumage at Moger WPA, Clay Co., 10 April, 1998. Although suggestive, 
the description in this documentation lacked sufficient details for approval. 

Kina Rail (Railus elegans ). 

1. A recording taken at Hormel Park, Dodge Co., on 21 May 1998 was rejected as 
to belonging to this species. Class IV. 

2. A description of vocalizations from a bird at Wood Duck WMA, Stanton Co., 
between 8 and 9 May 1998 was not deemed adequate to identify this species. Class 
IV. 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher (Empidonax flaviventris). Class IV. 

1. A single bird was observed at Heron Haven Wetland-Omaha, Douglas Co., on 16 
June 1998. Although suggestive, the description in this documentation lacked 
sufficient details for approval. 

Pine Warbler ( Dendroica pinus). Class IV. 

1. A description of a bird (no date, no location) lacked sufficient details for 
approval. 

Chipping Sparrow ( Spizella passerina ). Class IV. 

1. A description of a bird seen on the Lincoln Christmas Bird Count, Lancaster Co., 
on 3 January 1998 lacked sufficient details for approval. 

Henslow’s Sparrow ( Ammodramus henslowii). Class IV. 

1. A description of a bird reported at Boyer’s Chute, Washington Co., on 3 May 
1998 lacked sufficient details for approval. 
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Perkins .95 

Phelps . 3,11,13,29, 


33, 87, 107-108, 
119, 132, 138, 
143-144 

Pierce ... 3, 43, 54-55, 58, 
60-61,63, 66-69, 73 


Platte. 3, 55, 111, 146 

Polk .Ill 

Richardson . 119 


Rock... 32, 94, 106 

Sarpy. 3, 1 3, 1 5, 43, 87, 

91, 119-120, 144-145 

Saunders . 3, 43, 56, 87, 

93, 111,119 

Scotts Bluff . 3, 43, 49, 

52, 54, 61-62, 65, 67, 
71,87, 92, 111, 119, 
124-126, 129, 133, 135, 


143, 148-149 

Seward . 10,43,54,66, 

87, 89, 99, 122, 125, 
127, 131-133, 142 

Sheridan. 43, 69, 87-88, 

93, 98, 109 

Sioux . 2-3, 6, 16, 43, 

66 , 70, 87, 91,97-102, 
112, 119, 139 
Stanton . 3, 43, 56, 87, 

144, 150 

Thayer .43 

Thomas . 73, 130 

Thurston . 63,87,91, 

100 , 102 

Washington. 3, 13, 15, 

43, 68, 1 19, 125, 131, 
133, 150 

Webster . 20, 68 

York. 33, 43, 119, 135, 

145, 149 


Cowbird, Brown-headed .... 16, 28, 
70, 79, 97, 102, 104, 
138 

Crane 

Common . 28, 30, 42, 48 

Sandhill _ 8, 28, 30, 42, 48, 

75, 92, 105, 112, 126 
Whooping . . . 29-30, 32, 39, 48, 
105-106, 126 
Crawford-Rose, Kathleen ... 4,119 


Creeper, Brown ... 11, 26, 58, 98, 

132 

Crossbill 

Red . 16 , 21, 28, 70, 79, 

102, 112, 139 




































The Ni 


White-winged .... 11 8, 1 39 

r r ow American ... 1 1,25, 56, 77, 

97, 104, 132 

Cuckoo 

Black-billed ... 51,95,129 

Yellow-billed .. 51,95,129 

Curlew 

Eskimo .39 

Long-billed _ 49,93,126 

Cut hill, I. C.105 

Denm-Oglu, E. N.105 

Dickcissel . 69, 102, 1 38 

Dinan, John .72 

Dinsmore, Stephen J.4,16-17, 


Eskimo .39 

Long-billed _ 49,93,126 

Cuthill, I. C.105 

Denm-Oglu, E. N.105 

Dickcissel. 69, 102, 1 38 

Dinan, John .72 

Dinsmore, Stephen J. .... 4,16-17, 
28, 42-43, 72, 
79-81, 1 18, 120, 137, 
151 

Dove 

Eurasian Collared . 9, 86, 95, 
112, 142, 147 
Mourning 9, 20, 24, 51, 76, 
95, 104, 129 

Ringed Turtle . 51 

Rock_ 9, 24, 51, 76, 95, 

104, 129 

White-winged .2, 9, 42, 

51, 118, 129, 148 

Dowitcher 

Dowitcher sp. 76,94 

Long-billed . 8, 50, 76, 

94, 128 

Short-billed . 50, 94, 

127, 146 

Drawbaugh, Dean and Phyllis.70 

DuBois, Steve .29 

Ducey, J. E. 113, 151 

Duck 

American Black . 6, 46, 

122 

Black-bellied Whistling . 

118, 122 

Ring-necked . 6, 22, 46, 

74, 123 

Ruddy ... 7, 23, 47, 74, 91, 

118, 124 

Wood ... 5, 18, 22, 46, 53, 

74, 90, 122 

Dummer, Joan and Chuck .72 


Dunlin. 50, 127 

Dunn, Jon L.151 

Eagle 

Bald . 7, 18, 23, 47, 91, 

124 

Golden . 8,18,24,47, 

75, 86, 91, 125 

Eastern 

Phoebe .96 

Say's .96 

Egret 

Cattle_ 45, 74, 89, 1 12, 121 

Great _ 45,74,80,89,1 18, 

121 

Snowy . 45, 89, 1 21 

Einemann, Larry .... 4, 43, 88, 1 19 

Ely, David C. 4, 43, 151 

Falcon 

Peregrine . 47, 91, 125 

Prairie . 8, 18, 24, 47, 75, 

86 , 91, 125 

Falk, Carol .. 4,43,87,1 19 

Falk, Laurence . 4,43,88,119 

Fiala, Kent . 43, 114 

Finch 

Cassin's . 16,70 

Gray-crowned Rosy 16, 70, 139 

House_ 16, 28, 70, 79, 102, 

111-112, 139 
Purple ... 16,21,28,70,1 18, 

139 

Finger, E. .. 105 

Flicker, Northern . 10,20,25, 

53, 76, 86, 96, 130 

red-shafted . 10,25,130 

yellow-shafted .25 

Flint, V.E.30 

Flycatcher 

Acadian . 54, 86, 96 

Alder . 54,130 

Cordilleran ..... 2, 55, 96, 142 

Empidonax sp. 54, 76 

Gray . 42, 54 

Great Crested. 55, 97, 131 

Hammond's. 42, 54, 143 

Least . 54,76,96,131 

Olive-sided. 53, 1 30 

Scissor-tailed . 86, 97, 

Willow .. 54, 96, 131 






















































Yellow-bellied . 54, 76, 

130, 150 

Fontaine, Joe ..43 

Fritz, Mike .113 

Fuller, Jim .43 

Gadwall _ 5,18,22,46,74,90, 

122 

Garganey .. 142,144 

Gnatcatcher, Blue-gray .... 42, 59, 

99, 118, 133 

Godwit 

Hudsonian. 49, 75, 86, 

93, 145 

Marbled . 49, 87, 93, 

109, 127 

Golden-Plover, American . . . 86, 92, 

126 

Goldeneye 

Barrow's .7, 18, 23, 

123, 144 

Common .... 7, 23, 46, 86, 

90, 123 

Common X Hooded Merganser 7 
Goldfinch 

American .16, 21, 28, 

71, 79, 103, 139 

Lesser . 71,118,139 

Goldsmith, T. H.105 

Goose 

Barnacle. 150 

Bean . . .. 144 

Canada . 5,18, 22, 45, 

74, 90, 122 
Canada ("small race") .... 86 
Greater White-fronted 5,18, 
22, 45, 90, 121, 144 
Ross’s . . 5, 18, 22, 45, 122 
Snow 5, 18, 22, 45, 74, 90, 
122 

Swan (Chinese).90 

Goshawk, Northern . 7, 1 24 


Grackle 


Common 15, 20, 27, 70, 79, 
102, 104, 138 
Great-tailed 15, 21, 27, 69, 
102, 1 12, 138, 142 


Eared . 4, 1 8, 21,44, 74, 

120 

Horned. 4, 44, 1 20 

Pied-billed . 4,18,21,44, 

74, 88, 120 

Red-necked .. 4,143 

Western . 4, 17-18, 21-22, 

44, 74, 81, 88, 118, 120 
Green, Ruth .... 43,88,120,136, 

151 

Grenon, A. G.151 

Grosbeak 

Black-headed .... 68, 102, 138 

Blue . 68,102,138 

Evening . 16,71,139 

Rose-breasted ... 68, 101, 138 
Grouse, Sharp-tailed .... 8, 24, 48, 

75, 92, 125 

Grzybowski, J. A.113 

Gubanyi, Joe . 4, 43, 73, 88, 

119, 151 
Gull 

Bonaparte's . 9, 20, 24, 

50, 76, 128 

California .. 9, 20, 24, 50, 

94, 128 

Franklin's . 50, 76, 94, 

128 

Glaucous. 9, 51, 147 

Great Black-backed . .. 9, 

147 

Herring . 9, 20, 24, 50, 

128 

Iceland . 9, 147 

Laughing. 146 

Lesser Black-backed . 9, 

51, 129, 143, 147 

Little . 142,146 

Mew. 9, 146 

Ring-billed . 9, 20, 24, 

50, 76, 94, 128 

Sabine's . 129, 147 

Thayer’s . 9,20,24,51, 

128, 142 

Haecker, F. W.113 

Hall, Carolyn . 43, 119 

Hall, John W. 43, 119 


Clark's 


5, 44, 88, 120, 143 













































Harding, Robin - 4, 43, 88, 1 20, 

151 

Harrier, Northern ... 7, 23, 75,91, 

124 

Harrison, J. 0.113 

Hawk 

"Krider's" Red-tailed ... 125 

Accipitersp.75 

Broad-winged .. 47, 75, 

91, 124 

Cooper's .... 7, 18, 23, 47, 

75, 91 

Ferruginous .7, 18, 23, 

47, 75, 91, 125, 145 
Red-shouldered ... 7, 47, 91, 
118, 124 

Red-tailed .. 7,18,23,47, 

75, 91, 125 
Red-tailed (Harlan’s) .... 23 
Red-tailed (Krider’s) .... 23 
Rough-legged 8, 18, 23, 47, 
75, 125 

Sharp-shinned 7, 18, 23, 47, 
75, 91, 124 
Swainson's . 47,75, 91,124 

Heidt, Dave . 43,86,88,151 

I. CCuthill . 105 

Ibis 

Glossy . 42,45,121 

White . 86, 89 

White-faced ... 45,89,121 

Ickes, Neva . 72 

Illinois .31 

Iowa. 65, 80, 105-106 

Jackdaw, Eurasian .97 

Jaeger 

Long-tailed . 146 

Pomarine ....... 11 8, 1 28, 

142-143 

Jay 

Blue ... 10, 25, 56, 77, 97, 

104, 131 

Gray . 104 

Pinyon ... 10,56,97,109, 

112, 131 

Steller's. 104 

Jensen, Todd .43 

Jobman, Wally . 32,106 


Johnsgard, Paul ... 37, 43, 72, 89, 

103, 113 

Johnson, Clyde E. 43, 119 

Johnson, Jan ... 4,43,86,88,119 
Jorgensen, Joel G. ... 2, 4, 42, 44, 

86, 88, 114, 118-1 19, 
151 

Junco, Dark-eyed . 14, 27, 68, 

78, 101, 137 

Oregon . 14, 27, 137 

Pink-sided . 14,27 

Slate-colored . . 14, 27, 68, 137 

White-winged . 68, 112 

Kansas . 31,38,54,105-106 

Kaufman, Paul . 120 

Kellner, Joey .44 

Kenitz, Alice . 4, 44, 87, 119, 

151 

Kestrel, American . 8, 24, 47, 

75, 91, 111, 125 

Keyser, A. J.105 

Killdeer _ 8, 20, 24, 49, 75, 92, 

126 

Kingbird 

Cassin's . 55,97,1 12,131 

Eastern . 55, 76, 97, 131 

Western . 55, 76, 97, 131 

Kingfisher, Belted. 10, 25, 52, 

76, 96, 130 

Kinglet 

Golden-crowned .... 11, 20, 26, 
58, 133 

Ruby-crowned . 11,20,26, 

59, 77, 133 

Kite, Mississippi . 47,86,91, 

112, 124 

Kittiwake, Black-legged .... 9, 147 

Klaphake, Clem N. 44, 87, 1 13, 

119 

Kloefkorn, William . 35, 37 

Knaggs, Rodger. 122 

Knot, Red . 49,145 

Koenig, Lucy.44 

Kohles, Dearald . 129 

Koivula, M. 105 

Komar, Nick . 44, 88 

Korpi, Ray .. 44, 120, 151 

Korpimaki, E. . 105 

Kostin, Y.V .30 
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Kovanda, Alice .4 

Kovanda, Jim .44 

Kovanda, Sandy .44 

Kuznetsov, A. A.30 

Labedz, Thomas E. 44, 88 , 113, 151 

Lark, Horned . 11,20,25,56, 

77, 97, 132 

Larson, Kathy. 130 

Leatherman, David, A.4 

Lee, David .37 

Leukering, Tony .55 

Lingle, G.R.30 

Longspur 

Chestnut-collared .. 68,101, 

138 

Lapland . 14, 20, 27, 68 , 137 

McCown's_ 68 , 101, 137 

Smith's . 68 


Loon 

Common . 4, 18, 21,44, 88 , 
120 

Pacific . . 4, 16-17, 44, 120, 


142-143 

Red-throated ... 17,44,81, 
143 

Yellow-billed . 17,143 

Lowther, Peter.97 

Magpie, Black-billed .... 11,25,56, 
77, 86 , 97, 131 

Maier, E. J. . 105 

Mallard _ 6,18,22,46,74,90, 

104, 122 

x Northern Pintail.122 

Mallard-Black Duck hybrid . 6 

Manitoba . 105-106 

Mark, Urwiller .44 

Martin, Purple .... 57, 77, 98, 132 

Maunder, Vera .. 81 

Maximov, V. V.105 

McGraw, K. J.105 

Meadowlark 


Eastern .. 15,20,69,102, 

138 

Western ... 15, 20, 27, 69, 

79, 102, 138 

Merganser 

Common .... 7, 17, 23, 47, 

124 


Hooded . 7, 23, 46, 9i ( 

124 

Red-breasted ... 7, 23, 47, 124 
Merlin . 8 , 18, 24, 47, 91, 125 


Meyer, Jim . 44, 119 

Minarik, Dr. and Mrs. David .12 

Mockingbird, Northern . 60, 99, 

134 

Mollhoff, Wayne ... 4,44,88,108, 

113, 151 

Moorhen, Common. 145 

Moser, R. A. . .. 113-114 

New Mexico .29 

Newcomb, Marilyn . 151 


Nighthawk, Common ... 52, 95, 129 
North Dakota . 31,105-106 


Nutcracker, Clark's .... 79-80, 86, 
97, 112, 148 

Nuthatch 

Pygmy ... 1 1, 57, 98, 112, 132 

Red-breasted . 11, 20, 26, 

57, 77, 98, 132 

White-breasted. 11, 20, 26, 

57, 77, 86, 98, 132 

Oklahoma . 31, 105 

Oldsquaw . 7,18,22,46,123 

Oriole 

Baltimore .... 70, 79, 83, 102, 

139 

Bullock's ... 70,102,118,139 

Orchard . 70,102,138 

Orsag, Mark . 4, 44, 120 

Osprey .. 47, 74, 124 

Ovenbird . 64,100,135 

Owl 

Barn. 51, 95, 129 

Barred .... 10,20,25,52,95, 

129 

Burrowing . 51, 129 

Eastern Screech .... 10, 20, 25, 
51,95, 129 

Great Horned . 10, 20, 25, 

51, 76, 95, 129 

Long-eared .... 10,20,25,52, 

86 , 95, 129 
Northern Saw-whet .52 
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Short-eared . 10,20,25,52, 

95, 129 

Snowy . .. 10 

Padelford, B. K.151 

padelford, Babs .... 4, 29, 44, 81, 

87, 119, 151 

Padelford, Loren .... 4, 29, 44, 88, 

119, 151 


Probst, Jerry .44 

Pruess, Neva . 44, 88, 120 

Ptacek, J. A.105 

Rail 

Black . 149-150 

King . 86,92,150 

Virginia .... 8, 18, 24, 48, 92, 

118, 125 


parribn, j. **. 

Partridge, Gray . . . . 

8, 

, 47, 75, 91, 

Randolph, Lanny . . . . 

4, 44, 88, 120 



125 

Rapp, J. L. C. 

. 114 

Partridge, J. C. 


. 105 

Rapp, W .F., Jr. 

. .. 114 

parula, Northern . . . 


61,99, 134 

Ratzlaff, Neal . 

. 44, 113, 120 

Paseka, Don . 

4, 

44, 86, 1 19 

Raven 


Paseka, Jams . 


_ 4, 44 

Common . 

. . . 42, 56, 143 

Passenger Pigeon . . . 


.39 

species. 

. 143 

Pelican, American White . 

. . . . 5, 18, 

Reddall, J. 

.30 

22, 

44, 

74, 88, 120 

Redhead .... 6, 18, 

, 22, 46, 74, 90, 

Percival, Brandon K. . 


.44 


123 

Phalarope 



Redpoll, Common . . . 

.. 16,70,139 

Red . 


. 146 

Redstart, American . 

. 63, 100, 

Red-necked . . 


.. 50,128 


135 

Wilson's . . . 

50, 

76, 94, 128 

Rintoul, Dave . 

_ 29-30, 44 

Pheasant, Ring-necked 


. 8, 18, 24, 

Risor, Alan . 

..44 


47, 

75, 91, 125 

Risor, Lynette . 

.44 

Phoebe 



Robin, American . . . 

12, 20, 26, 60, 

Eastern . . . . 


.. 55,131 


77, 99, 133 

Say's . 


. . 55, 131 

Rosche, R. C. 

. 114 

Pintail, Northern . . . 

6, 

22, 46, 74, 

Rose, B.J. 

. 151 



90, 131 

Rowe Audubon Sanctuary .32 

Pipit 



Ruff ... 

. 145 

American . . . 


60, 77, 134 

Runge, Jeff . 

.72 

Sprague's . . . 


. . 60, 134 

Sanderling . 

. . 49, 93, 127 

Plooster, Suzi . 


.44 

Sanders, Mark . 

. 82-83 

Plover 



Sandpiper 


American Golden . 

.48 

Baird's . 

8, 50, 76, 86, 

Black-bellied 


. . 48,126 


93, 127 

Mountain . . . 


49, 92, 145 

Buff-breasted . . . 

. 50, 94, 

Piping. 


. . . 48, 92 


127 

Semipalmated 


. . . 48, 92, 

Least . 

8, 50, 93, 127 



126 

Pectoral . 

.. 50,93,127 

Snowy . 


.. 48,145 

Semipalmated . . . 

. 49, 86, 

Poague, Kevin_ 44, 88, 1 19, 1 51 


93, 127 

Poorwill, Common 

. . 52, 95, 111, 

Solitary . 

49, 75, 93, 126 



129 

Spotted . 

49, 75, 93, 126 

Prairie-Chicken, Greater 

. . . . 8,18, 

Stilt . 

.. 50,94,127 

24, 

47, 

75, 92, 1 25 

Upland . 

49, 75, 93, 126 

Pritchard, C. G. 


. 114 

Western . 

50, 76, 93, 127 


Pritchard, M. L. 114 
































































Th e N ebraska Bird Review 


VqL 67 No d 


lm 


White-rumped. 

Sapsucker 

. 50,76, 

93, 127 

Red-naped , . 

. 148 

Yellow-bellied 

10, 20-21, 
25, 53, 76, 130 

Sarkozi, David . 

. . . . 29-30, 44 

Saskatchewan. 

Scaup 

. 31,105 

Greater .... 

6, 22, 46, 123 

Lesser . . 6, 

22, 46, 74, 90, 
123 

Schaeffer, Harry . . . 

.88 

Scheele, Roy . 

Scoter 

. 114-115 

Black . 

. . 6,123,144 

Surf . 

. 123 

White-winged 

. 6,123 

Shafer, Lona . 

.4 

Shoveler, Northern . . 

Shrike 

_ 6, 22, 46, 

74, 90, 123 

Loggerhead . 

10, 20, 25, 55, 
77, 97, 131 

Northern . . 

10, 20, 25, 55, 
77, 131 

Siberia . 

.30 

Silcock, W. Ross .... 

• 2,4,28,42, 

44, 

, 73, 80-81,86, 

113 

-114, 118, 120, 
151 

Siskin, Pine . 21,28,79,103, 

139 

Snipe, Common . 

8, 20, 24, 50, 
76, 94, 128 

Solitaire, Townsend's 

. 11, 26, 

59, 77, 86, 99, 1 12, 
133 

Sora .. 

48, 75, 92, 126 

South Dakota . 

Sparrow 

31, 38, 65, 70, 
91, 105-106 

American Tree 

. 13, 21, 

26, 66, 78, 136 

Baird's . 

. 66, 1 18, 136, 
142, 149 

Brewer's . . . 

. . . 2, 66, 101, 
136 


Cassin's .... 

. 66, 86, 100, 

112 , 136 

Chipping .... 

.. 21,26,66,78, 
101 , 118, 136, 150 

Clay-colored 

. 66,78, 

136 

Field. 

. 13,66,78,101, 
136 

Fox . 

13, 20, 26, 67, 78, 
137 

Golden-crowned . 2, 14, 

20, 27, 149 

Grasshopper . 

. 67,78, 

101,136 

Harris's .... 

.. 14,20,27,68, 
78, 137 

Henslow’s . . . 

. 67, 86, 101, 

150 

House. 

.. 16,28,71,79, 

103, 139 

Lark . 

. 66, 78, 101, 136 

LeConte's . . . 

. 67,137 

Lincoln's .... 

. . 13,27, 67, 78, 

137 

Nelson's Sharp-tailed . 67, 

118, 137 

Savannah . . . 

. 13, 20, 26, 

66 , 78, 101, 136 

Song. 

. . 13, 26, 67,78, 

101, 137 

Swamp . 

. 13,27,67,101, 

137 

Vesper . 

66 , 78, 101, 136, 
149 

White-crowned 

. 14, 20, 27, 

67, 78, 137 

White-throated 

. 13, 27, 67, 

78, 137 

Spoonbill, Roseate 

. 80-81 

Starling, European 

. 12, 26, 60, 

77, 99, 134 

Stilt, Black-necked 

_ 49, 92, 112, 

145 

Sullivan, John . . 

. . . 4, 44, 86, 88, 

119, 151 

Swaddle, J. P. . . 

. 105 
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Swallow 

Bank. 

. 57,132 

Thrush 

Gray-cheeked . . . 

. 59, 99, 

Barn. 

57, 77, 98, 132 


133 

Cliff ■ . 57, 

71, 77, 98, 118, 

Hermit . 

. 60,133,143 


132 

Swainson's . 

.. 60,99,133 

Northern Rough-winged . . 57, 

Varied . 

_ 118,133 


77, 98, 132 

Wood . 

.. 60,99,133 

Tree. 

57, 77, 98, 132 

Titmouse, Tufted . . . 

. . . 11, 20, 25, 

Violet-green 

57, 98, 1 12, 132 


57, 98, 132 

Swan 


Toll, Jerry . 

.. 44,88,119 

Trumpeter . 

5,22,90,122 

Towhee 


Tundra .... 

5, 46, 122, 144 

Eastern . 

13, 20, 26, 65, 

Swanson, David L. . 

. 4, 44 


100 , 136 

Swenk, J. B. 

. 113 

Green-tailed . . . . 

. 65,136,149 

Swenk, M. H. 

. 81,113 

Spotted ... 13, 20, 26, 65, 78, 

Swift 

Chimney . . . 

52, 76, 95, 130 

Towee sp. 

100 , 136 
.78 

White-throated . 52,96,1 11, 

Tremaine, M. 

.30 


130 

Tumasonis, John . . . . 

.44 

Taddicken, Bill .... 

.72 

Turkey, Wild ... 8, 

18, 24, 48, 75, 

Tanager 

Hepatic .... 

...._ 2,12 

Turnstone, Ruddy . . . 

92, 125 
. 49,127 

Scarlet .... 

3, 12, 65, 100, 

Uridil, Zee . 

. 4, 120 


136 

Urwiller, Mark . 

. 88,120 

Summer . ., 

_ 12, 65, 86, 

Usasz, Moni . 

. 44,120 


100 , 136 

Veery. 

..... 59,133 

Western . . . 

. . 65, 100, 112, 

Ver Cauteren, Tammy 

. 28, 48 


136 

Versaw, Alan . 

. 44,133 

Teal 


Viehmeyer, G. 

.30 

Blue-winged 

. 6, 46, 74, 

Viitala, J. 

. 105 

Cinnamon . . 

90, 118, 122 
. .. 46,90,123 

Vireo 

Bell's . 

.. 56,97,131 

Green-winged 

.... 6, 18,22, 

Blue-headed . . . . 

. 56, 118, 131 

46, 74, 86, 90, 123 

Cassin's . 

. 131 

Tebbel, Barb and Paul 

.72 

Philadelphia . . . . 

. 56,131 

Tebbel, Paul . 

. 28, 44 

Plumbeous . . . 56, 97, 1 12, 131 

Tern 


Red-eyed . 

56, 77, 97, 131 

Arctic .... 

.9 

Solitary . 

. 131 

Black . 

... 51,95,129 

Warbling. 

.. 56,97,131 

Caspian . . . 

. .. 51,95,129 

White-eyed. 

.55 

Common . . . 

. 51,129 

Yellow-throated . 

.. 56,97,131 

Forster's . . 

- 51, 76, 95, 

Vulture, Turkey . . . 

45, 74, 89, 121 


129 

Walgren, Bruce. 

. 151 

Least . 

51, 86, 95, 129 

Wallace, Patrice . . . . 

..44 

Texas . 

. .. 29,31,105 

Warbler 


Thrasher 


Bay-breasted . . . 

. 63, 135 

Brown .... 

12, 60, 77, 99, 

Black-and-white . 

. 63, 

Sage. 

134 

. 60, 134, 142 


100, 135 
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Yetlowlegs 

Greater _ 8, 49, 75, 92, 

126 

Lesser .... 49,75,93,126 

Yellowthroat, Common . 64, 78, 

100,135 
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